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of Pettie his pleaſure : oy 


Contaynyng many pꝛetie Yyſtozieg 
by him ſet foorth in comely colours, 


and moſt delightfully dil⸗ 


Onme tulit punttum, 
qui miſcuit vti le dulci. 
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Tothe gentle Gentlewomen 


Readers. 


[Entle Readers, whom by 


y will I woulde haue onely Gentle wo- 
men, and therefore to you I direct my 
oords, May it pleaſe you to vnderſtand, 

chat the great deſue I haue to procure 
— Hour delight, hath cauſed me ſomhat to 
tranſgreſſe the boundes of Eithfull freindship: for hauinge 
with great earneſtneſſe obtained of my very freinde Maſter 
George Pettie the copie of certaine Hiſtories by himſelf vpon 
his owne and certaine of his freinds priuate occaſions drawn 
into diſcourſes, I ſaw ſutch wittie & pithie pleaſantnes con» 
tayned in thẽ, that I thought I could not any way do greater 
_ or better ſeruice to your noble ſexe, then to pub- 
uh them in print, to your common profit & pleaſure. And 
though 1 am ſure hereby to incur his diſpleaſure,for that he 
willed me inany viſe to keepe the ſecret: et if it pleaſe you 
thankfully to accept my goodwill, | force the leſle of his ill 
wil. For to ſpeake — without feigninge, I care not to 
diſpleaſe twentie men, to pleaſe one woman : for the freind- 
ship amongſt men, is to be counted but colde ł indneſſe, in 
reſpect of the feruent affection beetweene men and women: 
and our nature, is rather to doate of women, then to loue 
men. And yet it lyeth in your powers ſo to thinke of his do- 
ings, and to yeeld him ſutch courteous conſideration for the 
ſame, that hee shal haue more cauſe to thank me, then think 
ill af my faichles dealing towards him, Which if your cour- 
tefies shall perfourme, you hall increaſe my dutie towardes 
you, and his will towards mee: you shall make me thew 
my will and him his skill another time to pleaſure you: you 
hall binde both of vs co remaine ready at your commaun- 
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Tothe Gentlewomen readers. 


dements. For mine owne part, I can chaleng no part of praiſe 
or thankes for this — that I haue 2 no —— 
therein, neither by addinge Argument, Note, or any fi inge. 
but euen haue ſet them forth as they were ſent mee: only 1 
haue chriſtened them with the name of a Palace % Pleaſure, 
I dare not compare this woorke with the former Pallaces of 
Pleaſure, becauſe compariſons are odious, and becauſe they 
cõtaine Hiſtories, tranſlated out of graue authors & learned 
writers: and this containeth diſcout᷑ ſes, deuiſed by a greene 
youthfull capacitie, and reported in a manner ex tempore, 
as I my ſelfe for divers of am able to teſtifie. I dare 
not commende them beecauſe I am partiall, I dare dedi- 
cate them to you Gentlewomen,beecauſe you are curteous. 
And that you may the better vnderſtande the drift of theſe 
deuiſes, I haue cauſed the letter alſo which my freinde ſent 
mee with this worke,to be ſet downe to your fight, Thus 
commending mine one faithles enterpriſe, and my freinds 
fruitfull labour and learning, to your courteous protection, I 
wish you all, beuty with bounty, and cumlineſſe with curte- 
ſie, from my lodging in Fleetſtrecte. 


Yours readily to commaund. R B. 
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The Letter of G. P. to R. B. 


concerning this woorke, 


Orcedby your erneſt importu- 


nity , and furthered by mine owne idle opor. 
>e [tunity , 1 haue ſet downe in Writinge, and 4c- 

[ {cordynge to your requeſt, ſent vnto you cer- 
aine of thoſe Tragicall trifles , whiche you 
haue heard mee in ſundrie companies at ſun- 


drye times report, and ſo neare as I could 1 haue written them 


liſping lips,which perchaunce did ſomewhat diſgrace the grace 
«7. : and yf any ſeeme Worſe now then than, you muſt mpute 
it to this, that perchaunce there war then ſome Pallas in place 
which furthered my inuention , For I am in that point of Ouid 
his opinion, that, Si cupiat ſponte diſertus eric. But whether 
they ſeeme vnto you good or ill, 1 truſt you will rake them as 4 
token of good will. and that is the onely commoditie 1 lcoke to 
reape by them. I prey you only to vſe them to your oWwne private 
pleaſure, and not to impart them to other,perchaunce to my pre- 
#udice, for that diners diſcourſes touch neerely divers of my nere 
freindes : but the beſt ir they are ſodarkely figured forth, that 
only they whom they touch. can vnderſtand whom they touch: yet 
to auoide all captious conſtruftions, I pray you in any Wiſe let 
them bee an oblect᷑ only for your owne eyes , If this miſlike you 
in my diſcourſes, that 1 make Camma, vſe the example of the 
counteſſe of Saliſbury,the Dutches of Sauoy,and ſutch who were 
of far later yeeres , then the auncient C AMMA is, With the 
the in diners other of the ſtortes:you muſt conſider that my Cam- 
ma is of freſher memory then any of them, and I thinke in your 
judgment, of freſher hew then the fayreſt of them. Likewiſe, if 
you like not of ſome Wordes and phraſes, vſed contrary to their 
common cuſtome, you muſt thinke, that ſeeing wee allowe of new 
faſhions in cutting of beardes , in long Waſteddoublets, in litle 


ſhort hoſe, in great cappes,in low hattet, and almoſtin al things, 


it ts as mutch reaſon wee ſhould allow of new faſhions in phra- 
= Au fee 


The Letter. 


ſes and Wordes But theſe faultes,or whatſoeyer els, I care not to 
excuſe vnto you. who are the only cauſe 1 comitted them, by your 
erneſt deſire to haue mee ſet downe theſe trifles in writing . And 
as my Wordes hytherto haue tended to this end. that you ſhould 
take theſe trifles well,ſo now I am to exhort you that you will 
Þſe them well: that with the ſpider you ſucke not out poyſon out 
of them : that by ſome light example you bee not the ſooner inci- 
ted to lig/tneſſe , For beleeue mee I ſpeake it freindly, therefore 
ttke it freindly)1 thinke it more needfull to ſend you 4 bridell 
then a ſpur that way. And if my example may bee à bridle to 
reſtraine you from vanity , doe but imitate mee hereafier,or if 
my counſayle may conta ine you in continency,doe but follow this 
aduiſe: if you bee free, that you come not into bondes:if you bee 
bound, vt te redimas captum quam queas minimo:for truſt 
me, the broad blaſphemy of Pigmalion, and the ſodain Apoſta- 
cie · or rather right conuerſion of Alexiushaue ſetled me in this 
fayth , that 1 thinke him Terq; 9 terq; beatum, qui a con» 
ſortio mulierum ſe cohibere poteſt. vou meruayle, I am ſure to 
heare theſe wordes of mee, and that 1 ſrould ſo ſoone turne my 
tippet and recant, who but yeſterday,as it were, entred into hereſy, 
But beleeue mee (my ;.) nunquàm nimis citò eſt ad bonos mo- 
res via. Qui non eſt hodie,cras minus aptus crit, 
Principiis obſta, ſero medicina paratur, 
Cum mala per longas conualuere moras. 
Errare humanum eſt, in errore perſeuerarc,belluinum, 
S innes oft aſſaied, ate thought to be no inne: 
So inne doth ſoyle the Soule it lnketh in. ; 
Thus haue 1 ſent you in that booke ſome fruites of my for- 
mer folly, and in this letter the profeſſion of my preſent fayth,, 
deſiring you to vſe the one to your honeſtpleaſure,and to follow 
the other to your godly profite , 1 meane: god willing. the next 
ſpring to goe on pilgrimage with Alexius, and if yon were ſo 
euoutly diſpoſed,1 ſhould thinke my ſelfe mot happy to haue 


ſutch a companyon, Ero my lodging in Houlburn thit. ia. of Ia. 
Tuus ſemper,aut ſuus nunquam: G. P. 
Omnia in mundo, immunda. 


The Printer toall Readers 


of this Booke, 


Hung ſumtime in my cuſtodie this Booke in written 
hande, which by meanes of a ſpecial fretnd of mine was conut= 
ted vnto mee, I was by him efrſoones exneſtiy ſolucited to publiſh 
the ſame in pzinte. Who becing Catch an one, whoſe requeſt J 
would not willinglte dente, I fell to peruſinge the woozke, and 
perceyued at the firſt by the Buctours letter, that het was not wyl⸗ 
ling to haue it common, as thinkinge certaine poynts in it to bee to 
wanton to bee wzought by that wit which by this woozke appea⸗ 
reth to bee tn hym : which, as J contecture, mooued him to wztte 
to his freinde to keepe it ꝓʒiuate to his owne vſe,as may appeare 
by his freindes Epiſtle, and his Letter goyng beefcze. MNeuer⸗ 
theleſſe,to accompliſh the deſire of the one, and not to tncurre the 
diſpleaſure of the other, as alſo to pleaſure you,the fretndly Rca⸗ 
ders hereof, I haue put the ſame in pzinte , vling my diſcretion in 
omitting ſutch matter as in the Jucthours tudgement might ſeems 
offenctue, and yet I truſt not leauing imperfection tn the difcourſe, 
wherof if I haue not gelded to mutch , Ithinke J haue deſerued 
the leſſe blame. Ind conflderyng that in matters of pleaſure,the 
may ſooner offende in pzintyng to mutch , then in publi⸗ 
to litle : I haue applyed my ſelfe to the contrary, hopynge 
that how mutch the leſſe I haue pztnted,reſeruynge the diſcourſe 
perfect,ſo mutch the leſſe I ſhalbe blamed fox the derde. As foz 
the Gentleman that wzote this woozke, and his freinde that pꝛo⸗ 
cured it to bee publiſhed : as they are bnknowen to mee both, ſo 
had I conference with neither, wherby the lefſe I could vie their 
aduice in abztdging any thinge, which may bee ſome cauſe of the 
diſgracinge of that, which doubrleſle the Juctour had penned with 
great excellency, and eloquence. It herein, as 'J feare, I haue 
offended, I am willing, beeynge aduertyſed therot, to bee refour.. 
med, crauinge pardon of him efpecyally, and of all other freindly 
Reader s, foz the ouerfightes wharſocuer herein committed: foz 
whoſe pleaſure and pꝛollte I haue left vndoone, and doone, what 
ſoruer I haue doone in this behalfe , I haue alſoof my ſelfe 
added an argument to euery hilkozy, that the effect of the diſcourſe 
map dee the moze cally caryed away. 
Fare yee hartely well, 


C Linorix and ( amm. 


SINORIX, —————ͤĩ Pay 


nge his eyes ypon the gli of camma, 
wife to — — — citie: falleth 
into extreame loue with her, and aſſaieth ſundry waies 
to win her ill. But perceiulinge his practices to 
take no wished effect, and ge the husbandes 
life to hinder his loue, cauſ to bee murthered 
—— — — might bee re- 
uen cheife c tour, in grauntinge 
— diſpatcheth her dae in —— 
him, and him in pledging her in a dra heof poyon 
—— 
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Sinorix and ( amma 


beneuolence and god wil, there is none moꝛe 
y honozable,auncient,oz honeſt then Pariage, 
V ſo in my fanſic there is none that doth moꝛe 
firmely faſten , and inſeparably vnite vs tos 
gether then the ſame eſtate doth , oz wherein the fruites of 
true freendſhip do moze plenteoufly appeare: Jn the Father 
is a certapne ſeuere loue and carefull god will towardes 
the childe,the childe beareth a fearefall affection and awfull 
obedience towards the Father: the Paſter hath an imperi⸗ 
ous regarde of the ſeruant,the ſernant a ſeruile care of the 
- maſter, The frendſhip amongeſt men is grounded vppon no 
law, and diſſolued vpon euerp light occaſion : the god will 
of kinſfolke is commonly colde , as mutch of cuſtome as of 
deuotion : but in this ſtately ſtate of Patrimonie, there is 
nothing fearefull, nothing fayned, all things are done faith- 
fully without doubting,trucly without doublyng, willingly 
without conſtraint, toyfully without complaint: yea there 
is ſutch a generall conſent and mutuall agreement between 
the man and wife , that they both wiſh and will, couet and 
craue one thing, And as a ſtence grafted in a ſtrange ffalke, 
their natures being vnited by grothe, they beecome one, and 
together beare one fruite : ſo the loue of the wife planted in 
the bzeaſt of her huſband, their harts by continuance of loue 
become one, one ſence and one ſoule ſerueth idem both. And 
as the ſience ſeuered from the ſtocke withereth away , ik it 
bee not grafted in ſome other: ſo a louing wife ſeperated fro 
the ſocietie of her huſband, withereth away in woe, and 
leadeth a life no leſſe pleaſant then death, as the ſequele of 
this hiſtoꝛp ſhall ſhe w, wherin you ſhall ſe a meruaylous 
Mirrour of bleſſed Patrimony,and a terrible tipe of beaſt⸗ 
ly tpꝛannie. 
In the Citie Sienna was a married conple, the huſbands 
named Sinnatus, the wife called Camma, who as they were 
9 by 
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2 Sinorix and Camma. 


by eſtate wo2ſhipfull, by vertue honoꝛable, and by godneſſe 
gracious , ſo were they in ritches foztunate , in childzen 
fruitfull,in friends flowziſhinge, and in loue ſo lopall eche 
to other, that they long time led a louinge and quiet life to⸗ 
gether: but either foztune enaying their pꝛoſperity, oz the 
diuell diſpleaſed with their vertuous like, oꝛ Gad diſpoſed to 
try their truth, and make them patterns to their poſterity, 
conuerted this hapy life to heauy eſtate, and rayſed vp one 
Synorix to raze and beat down the firme foundacion of their 
faithfull buildinge and bydinge together . Foz this Sinorix 
glauncing his gazing eyes on the blazinge beuty of Camma, 
receiued ſo deep an impꝛeſſion, of her perfection in his hart, 
that immediatly he fixed his fancie vpon her comely cazps. 
And beinge the chicfe ruler of the citie, hee perſwaded him 
ſelf that there was none in the city ſo ſtout but would ſtoup 
to his lure , noz none ſo faire but would faine imploy them 
ſelues to pleaſure him: but on the other ſide the renow⸗ 
med vertue of Camma came to his minde, which perſwaden 
an impoſſibility to his purpoſe : and floting thus betwene 
pope and diſpaire he entred into theſe termes. 
O miſerable wꝛetch that J am, to whom ſhall I addꝛeſſe 
y my complaintes , is it the heauenly powers and goddes of 
| loue that haue dep2iued mee of my ſences,and ſhe wed their 
deuine wozking in mer, oz is it the helliſh Bags and ſpirites 
of ſpight that haue beræued mee of reaſon , + executed their 
truelty on mer: is it lone that leadeth me to this luſt, oꝛ is it 
hate that haleth mee to this hurt and miſchiefe, no no the 
gods guide vs to goodneſſe, the furies of hell it is that foꝛce 
vs to ſilthyneſſe: neyther doth it any wap deſerue the name 
2 ol loue, which bꝛingeth ſuch toꝛment to my troubled minde, 
* that all the dinels in the moꝛld could not do the like. But ſe 
. my raſhnes why am J ſo blindly bolde beaſtly to blaſpheme 
againſt that which pzoceedes altogether cf nature, which nas 
ture hath imparted to all men, and which Fanght to follow 
without repininge 02 reſiſtinge : foꝛ ſo long as 3 follow na⸗ 
ture as my guide J cannot doe amiſſe, & ſeing nature — 
| | tau 
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taught vs to lone, why ſhould J not rather pꝛooue her pꝛe- 
cepts, then repꝛoue that which by natures loze is allowed: 
and touchinge to2zment of minde,o2 either inconuenience 
that it bzingeth, is it all able to impaire the leaſt ioy which 
A ſhall inioy in imbzacinge my Camma, is it not meete that 
ber which would reape ſhould ſowe , he that would gather 
fruite ſhould plant trees, he that would reach the ſwete 
roſe ſhould now t then be ſcratched with the ſharpe bꝛiers: 
A meane it is meet if J purpoſe to poſleſſe ſo pꝛoper a peece, 
as Camma ts, that J ſhould fly no labour oz refure any peril 
inthe purſute therof, And here vpon he determined to fol- 


lou the fury of his fancy what pangues oz perils ſoeuer hee 


incurred therby : and hauing reuolued many wayes in his 
minde how hee might aſpire to his purpoſe , at length he re- 
ſolued vpon this to inſtitute a ſumptuous Banquet, wherto 
bee inuited the cher if of the citie, among whom Synnatus and 
his wife Camma were not foꝛgotten, to wit the only auto2s 
of the feaſte. Now fo2 the moze ropall reteiuinge of his 
gueſtes he met them at the entry into his Palaice, andgaue 
them this greeting. 

Faire Ladies as J am right ioyfull of your pꝛeſence, ſo 
am no les ſozowfull foz the paines which you haue taken 
in vndertaking ſo great a journey this dark and miſty eue- 
ning, foʒ the which J maſt account my ſelfe ſo mutch the 
moze beholdinge to you,by how much greater your labour 
was in comming, and by how mutch leſſe your chere ſhalbe 
able tocounternayle it now you are come : taking Camma 
by the hande, hee ſayd ſoftly vnto her, J pity the peines of 
theſe gentlewomen the les foz that you were in their com- 
pany, whoſe pierſing eyes as celeſtiall ſtarres oz heauenly 
lampes might ſerne fo2 lightes in the darke , whoſe ſwete 
face might parfume the ater from all noyſome ſmels which 
might annoy them:and by beholding your louely lokes and 
perfec ſhape they might take ſutch delight, that the wearys 
neſſe of the way could nothing moleſt oz greeue them. 

Camma hearing her ſelfe ſo greatly pꝛayſed of ſo great a 
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perſonages as her was, could not kepe the Roſeal redde out 
of her Alablaſter cheekes, and thinking no ſutch ſerpentine 
malice to lie hid vnder theſe merry and ſugred wozdes,ſhee 
gaue him this courteous anſwere, 

If Sir the company had made no better pꝛouiſion foz 
lights and other thinges neceſſary then ſutch as pou ſpeake 
of, they might ſone haue llipt into the mier, but as J per⸗ 
teiue by your woꝛds you are diſpoſed to teſt and bee mery, 
ſo Jam content fo this once to be made the inſtrument 
thereof, thereby to eaſe ſome part of the paines which you 
are like to take in receiuing ſutch troubleſome gueſtes as 
wee are: and foz our chere pou nede take no thought,foz it 
ſhalbe ſo mutch to good foz vs, by how mutch lefſe wee haue 
deſerued any at all at your handes. 

After this amarousin counter, he cauſed the company to 
ſit downe to the banquet , and ſo diſpoſed the matter, that 
Camma ſat right ouer at the table againft him, wherby her 
freely fed his eyes on that meat which conuerted rather to 
- nouriſhment of ſickneſſe, then to wholeſome humonrs of 

health. Fo2 as the fineſt meates that bee, eaten by one in ex- 
tremity of ſickneſſe , reſolue not to pure bloud to ſtreng⸗ 
then the body. but to watriſh hamozs to feede the feuer and 
diſeaſe:ſo though her face and lokes were fine and ſwete, 
and bꝛought delight to all the beholders els, vet to him they 
wꝛought onely tozment and trouble of minde: and notwith- 
ſtanding hee perteiued her beauty to bed his bane, 4 ber 
tookes to pꝛocure the loſſe of his liberty,and that as the Co- 
catrice by ſight only ſleath, ſo ſher by courteous conntenance 
onely killed and wounded his hart, yet could he not refrain 
his eyes from beholding her, but acco2ding to the nature of 
the ſickly pacient, which cheifly defireth that which cheifiye 
is foꝛbidden him, her ſo inceſſantly thzew bis amarcns glaũ⸗ 
ces towards her,that his cies were altogether bleared with 
her beauty, and ſhe alſo at the length began to perteiue his 
louing loookes towards her, which made her looke pale in 
token of the litle pleaſure ſha tocke in his toyes , and of the 
great 
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great feare ſhee had leaſt, ſome other ſhould marke them, 
wherby her good name might come in queſtion , The ban- 
guet beeing ended, euery one pꝛepared themſelues to hcare 
a ſtage playe, which was then ready to be pꝛeſented. But 
Synori being able to play but one part, which was of a poze 
paſſionat loner, determynedto go fozward with the tragedy 
already begun betweene Camma and him, and ſeing her ſct 
out of the huſbandes ſight, placed him ſelf by her, and entred 
into reaſoning with her, to this purpoſe , If (faier lady) 
this ſimple banquet had bene ſo ſwerte and pleaſant to your 
ſemely ſelfe and the reſt, as your ſight is delightful to mee, 
Jam perſwaded you would not haue changed pour chere 
fo: Nector and Ambroſia , which the Poetes faygned to bee 
the foode of the goddes: but ſeeing there was no cauſe of de⸗ 
tighte in the one, and the other contayneth that in it which 
may content the gods them ſelues, J ſhall deſier you in good 
part to accept the one, and courteoufly to actounte me wozs 
thy to inioy the other. And though J haue not here tofoze 
by dutifull ſeruice manifeſted vnto pou the loyalty of my 
loue, yet if my po:e hart could ſigniſte vnto you the aſſaults 
it hath ſuffred fo; your ſake,J doubt not but you would cons 
feſſe, that by foꝛce of lone J had won you, + were wozthy to 
weare you. Fo2 albeit by humane lawes your huſband only 
haue intereſt in pou , pet by natures lawes, which beinge 
mo2e auncient ought to be of moze aucts2ity,be ought to in⸗ 
toy vou which toycth molt in vou, which loueth you beſt, x 
indureth moſt paine foz your ſake : 4 foꝛ pꝛoufe of natures 
lawes,it may pleaſe you to conſider the quality of the ſhe 
woulfe who alway choſeth that woulfe foz her make who 
is made moſt leane and foule by following her:beſides that, 
my tytle marcheth vnder the enfigne of inſtice, which is a 
vertue giuinge to enery one acco2dinge to his deſerte, and 
that the deſert of loue is onely lone againe, 3 know vou are 
not to know: fo2 all the goods in the woꝛlde are not able to 
requite good will, the one belonginge to the minde, the o⸗ 
thers incident to the body , but from the cquitie of my m_ 
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J appeale to pour good grace and fauour, and at the bar of 
your beauty J humbly holde vp my handes , meaning to be 
tried by courteſy and mine owne lopalty,and minding 
to abide ſentence either of conſent vnto life,oz of de ni⸗ 
all vnto death, Camma hearing this diſcourſe, aſſone loked 
red fo; ſhame, as ſone pale foz anger. neither would diſdain 
let her make him anſwere , neither would her greife giue 
ber leaue to holde hir peace, but ſtanding a while in a maze 
betwene ſilence and ſaying, at length ſhee bake of the one 
and burft out into the other in this ſozt. 

If(Sir)your banquet had bene no better, then this your 
talke is pleaſant to mee, Jam perſwaded the diſhes woulde 
bane ben taken whole from the Table without touchinge, 
but as the one was far better then the company deſerued, ſo 
the other loꝛ a far woꝛſe woman might moze fitly haue ſer⸗ 
ued, and if your ſweete meate haue ſutche ſower ſauce, the 
next time pon ſend foz mee , J will make you ſutch anſwers 
as was made to Cratorus the Emperour by Diogenes, when 
be ſent foz him to make his abode with him in his courte, 
who anſwered he had rather be fed at Athens with ſalt, the 
liue with him in all delicacy: ſo foz my part J. pzomiſe you, 
A had rather be fed at home with bzead and water then pay 
ſo derely fo2 dainty diſhes . Touching the paines pou haue 
indured foz my ſake, J take your wozdes to bee as falſe tos 
wardes mee, as you would make my faith towards my huſ⸗ 
band, but admit they were true, ſeeing J haue not willings 
ly been the cauſe of them,J count not my ſelf bound in cons 
ſcience to counteruayle them, only J am ſoꝛy they were not 
beſtowed on ſome moze wozthy pour eſtate and leſſe woz⸗ 
thy an honeft name then my ſelfe , which beinge the cheife 
ritches I haue, J meane moſt diligently to keepe . The ins 
tereſt which cauilingly you cleime in me as it conſiſteth of 
falſe pzemiſes , ſo though the pzomiſes were true, pet the 
concluſion which you infer thereof followeth not neceſſa- 
rily, fo were it ſa that pour loue were greater towardes 
me then my huſbandes (which vou can not induce me is bes 
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laue) vet ſeryng my hu bande by oꝛder of law hath firſt tas 
ken poſſeſſion of mee,pour title ſucceeding his, your ſucct ſſe 
and ſute muſt needes ber cold 4 naught : foz as paur ſelfe ſay 
of lawes, ſo of titles the firſt are euer of moſt fozce, and the 
moſt ancient of moſt auctozitte, Your Wolues example, 
though it hew your Forely bꝛapne, pet doth it infozce no 
ſutch pzofe to your purpoſe , but thatby my fozmer reaſon 
it may bee refelled, fo y the Moulfe is fre from the p2oper 
poſſeſſion of any: but therin truly vou obſerue decori very 
duly, in vſyng the example of a Beaſt in ſo beaſtlya cauſe: 
fo; like purpoſe,like pzofe : like man, like matter. Pour 
manly marchyng vnder the enfigne of Juſtice,if reaſon bee 
your captayne generall to lead you, J doubt not, but ſone to 
tourne to a rettre:fo2 if it bee godwill which yon beare mer, 
A muſt nedes graunt pou duly deſerue the like agayne: but 
when you are able to pzoue it god will to deflower my cha- 
Titie, tobereue mit of my god name, to deſpople mit of 
mine honour, to cauſe me to tranſgreſſe the boundes of ho- 
neſtic,to infringe my faith towards my huſband, to violate 
the ſacred Rytes of Patrimonte,to pollute the Temple of 
the Loꝛde, with other innamerable enozmitics, when J ſay 
pou are able to pzone theſe to pzoceed of good will, then will 
J willingly yelbe conſent to your requeſt, But ſe the vn⸗ 
rraſonableneſſe of your ſuite, would pou haue mee in ſhew- 
yng curteſie towards you, commit cruelty towards my ſclfe 
ſhould J in extendyng mercie to yon, bꝛing my ſeite to miſe- 
rie 2? ſhould I place vou in pleaſure, and diſplace my ſelfe of 
all iop 2 faz what top can a woman intoy hauinge loſt her 
chaſtitie, which ought to bee the toy Jewell and Gemme of 
al Gentilwomen of my callyng and countenanee ? your ap- 
peale from pour owne cauſe to my conrteſte bewꝛayeth the 
naughtinefſe therot, foꝛ if it bee not ill, why ſticke yon not to 
it : if it ber god, why appeale you from it:? but ſer vnge you 
bane conſtituted me Judge in this cafe, you know it is not 
the part of a Judge to deale partially, oꝛ to reſpen the man 
moze then þ matter,o; to tender moze mine owne cafe then 
your 


——— 


8. Sinorix and Camma. 


pour cauſe : therefoze indiferently this ſentence definitius 
I giae , J condemane pou hencefozth to perpetuall ſcilence 
in this ſute, and that you neuer hereafter open your mouth 
herein, beeinga matter moſte vaſemely fo your honour, 
and molt pꝛeiudiciall to my honeſtie: and in abidyng this 
ſentencs ( if you can bee content with honelt amitie) foz the 
turteũe which A haue alwayes founde at your handes, and 
foz the good will which you pꝛetend to beare mer, A pꝛomiſe 
you, you ſhall inioy the ſeconde place in my harte, and you 
ſhall finde mee frendly in all thinges, which either you with 
reaſon can aſke, 02 I with honeſtte graunt. 

Synorix hauing heard this angell thus amiably pꝛonoun⸗ 
ting theſc woꝛds, was ſo rapt in admiratiõ of hir wiſedom, 
and rauiſhed in contemplation of her beutte , that though 
Wer had not iniopned him to filence , pet had her not had a 
wooꝛde to ſay : and leaſt his lokes might bew2ay his loue, 
and his countenance diſcouer his caſe, he ſecretly and ſuds 
dainly withdꝛew him ſelfe into his chamber, to ſtudy what 
face to ſet on the matter: caſting him ſelf vpon his bed,af- 
ter hee bad dzeamed a while vpon his dotinge deuiſes , af 
length he awaked out of his waucring thoughtes , and reco⸗ 
uered the poſſeCion of his ſences againe : by which time the 
play was ended, and his gueſtes ready to depart, whervpon 
hee was dꝛiuen to come foo2th of his chamber to take his 
leaue of them: and bidding his Piſkeris god nightaiffaue 
her ſutch a loke, that his very eyes ſeemed to plead foz pity, 
fo that what his tongue durſt not, his eyes did. Vis gueſtes 
beeinge gone, he diſpoſed him ſelfe to reſt, but laue, which 
was then his good Pailter, willed him other wiſe to 
that night, whiche was in exampning perticulerly eue 
point of her anſwere. And though the firſt part ſeemed ſum- 
what ſharpe and rigoꝛous, and the ſecond contained the con⸗ 
futation of his cauſe:pet the third and laſt part ſeemed to be 
mixt with mettell of moze milde matter, which he repeated 
to himſelfe a thouſand times, and there vppon , as vppon a 
firme foundacion,vetermined to raiſe vp his building _ 
w 


Sinorixand Camma. 29 


with the two fozmer partes of her anſwere had vtterly 
ranſakt to the grounde. But miſtaking'the nature of the 
ground wheron the foundation was layd, his building, as 
it had been ſet in ſandes, ſone came fo ruine : fo2 by 
that pꝛomiſe of freenvdſhip, which lhe freendly made him, 
hee ſiniſterly concetued hope of obtayning that which lhe 
neither with honour could pꝛomiſe, neither with honeſty 
perfourme,and feeding dun ſelfe with that vaine hope in 
great bꝛauerie, as in a manner aſſuredof the vinozie,bee 
wꝛote vnto her to this effecte; 

Albeit good Ptfteris, you haue intopned my tounge to 
flence, yet my handes are af libertie, to bewꝛay the ſe- 
rrets of my harte: and though pou haue taken my harte 
p2iſoner,yet my head bath fre power to plead foz releaſe 
and releife, Neither would J you ſhould count mee in the 
number of theſe cowardly ouldiours, which at the firſt 
Canon that roareth, giue oner the ſiege of the citie they 
aſſaulted, fo I haue been alwayes ſet led in this opinton, 
that the moze harde the fight is, the moꝛe haughtie is the 
conqueſt , and the moze doubtfull the battaple, the moze 
doubtie the vicozy, And as it is not the part of a politike 
Captayne to put himſelf in perill, without hope of pꝛap, 
oz p2ayſe : ſo to win the Bulwarks of pour bꝛeaſt J count 
it a moze ritche boty then Cæſar had in ranſacking ſo ma» 
nie Cities, and a moze rare pꝛayſe then ener Alexander 
had in ſubdning ſo many nations. And though my p2e- 
ſumption may ſeeme great in pzacifing one of ſo highe a 
calling as pour (met ſcif, yet ſeing in al degrees of freind 
hip, equality ts cheefly conſidered, J truſt you will clere 
me of crime that way: neither wonld J,you ſhould thinke 
my flight ſo fre to ſtoup at euer ſtale,fo2 as the haughty 
Vauke will not pzay on carrion, ſo neither will courtely 
ſilkes pꝛactiſe country luttes But bicauſe J knowe 
that to bee in you, which both concerneth my callynge , 
am conſenteth with my fancie , J haue choſen you fo: 
the God deſſe of my deuotions - humbly beſœchinge you 
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with pitie to heare the pzayers , wbiche J with payne 
powꝛe foozth deefoʒe you, that it may not bee ſayd your 
name hath been called on in vayne , whereby you may 
loſe that honour , whiche others of dutie, and J of deuo⸗ 
tion de vato vou. The bencfite which you beſtow on mee 
in graunt ing mee the ſecond place in your hart, as J muſt 
acknowledge though fomwhat vnthankfully , ſo muſt I 
crane a greater though ſomwhat impudently: fo2 ſeeinge 
my whole heart and body are yours , mee thinkes a pete 
of your heart is a pooze peete ot amendes. Way the mat- 
tet vp2ightly, conſider my eaſe courtiouſty,and take com- 
paſſion on mee ſperdely . Yours altogether, Don Sinorix 
de Sienna, Camma haning recetued and red this letter 
was aſſayled diuerlly, ſometime with ſozowe in thinking 
on the time the firſt ſaw him oz her her, ſometime with 
repentance of her fozmer pzomiſe made him , ſometime 
with pity on his part, ſometime with piety on her owne: 
but at length piety vanquiſhed pity , and cauſed her ta 
ſend this rough reply to his letter. 

The litle account you make of mee and my goodwill, J 
perteiue by the litle care you haue to ſatiſſie that which J 
gaue pou in charge, vou would pl haue done as the knight 
Vila did, who at the cõmaundement of his lady Zilia,foz- 
bare the vſe of his toung 4 remained dum the terme of. it 
peeres: but as pou ſubtilly thinke to diſcharge pour ſelf of 
my charge by wꝛiting and not ſpeakyng,ſo by wzityng 1 
ſimplie do you to vnderſtand, from hence foꝛth you loke 
fo2 no mo2e at my handes then at a ſtraungers, J wil not 
ſay an enemies, foʒ ſeyng my pꝛomiſe was but vpon con- 
dition, the condition beeing bzoken, my pꝛomiſe is voyde: 
And ſe ing vou haue plated þ pelting Perchant ventrer, 
to hazard that goodwill and credite you had with mee to 
get moze; the tempeſt of my tuft diſpleaſed minde hath 
dꝛiuen pour ſaute again the rough rockes of repulſe,and 
vou haut made ſhipwꝛacke of all: your couragious perfi- 
ſing in your purpoſe pzoueth you rather a * lot 
y en 
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then a diſcrete ſouldiour :foz to hop againſt the hill, ana 
friue againſt the ſtreame, bath euer bene counted exe 
treeme folly: pour valiaunt ventring foz a pzay of value 

rather of couetouſneſſ2 then of courage, fo the 
valiant ſouldiour feeketh glozy,not gaine, but thcrin you 
may bee moze fitly reſembled to the Caterpiller which 


tleaueth only to gad fruite,oz to the Poath which moſt of 


all eatcth the beſt cloath,oz to the Canker which comouly 
b:edeth in the fapꝛeſt Roſe, oz to the Woulfe whiche by 
his will wil kill þ fatteſt ſbecpe. The equality which yon 
pꝛetend to be between vs is altogether vnequal,fo2 both 
pou erceede me in degree,and J extell you in honeſty,ſo þ 
neither in calling noz quality is there any equalitie bees 
tween vs, Wheras you haue choſen me foz your goddeſſe, 
A beſecche you ſuffer me to remaine an earthly creature, 
and ſerue pou that god which can bzidle your wanton des 
ſires, and give you grace to giue pour neighbours leaug 
to liue honeſtly by you .Leaft yon take his name in vain, 
Who will verely puniſh your vanity at the length, though 
fo: a time he ſuffer you to wallow in your wickednes, foz 
it is the pꝛudent pollicy of god to ſuffer þ ſinfull long time 
to ſwim in their inne, to make their ſinking moze ſoꝛow⸗ 
full, by their ſodaine <2inking from p2oſperity to aduer⸗ 
fity. Foz aduerſity is euer moſt bitter to him who hath 
longe time liued in pꝛoſperity: neither muſt you thinks 
that that which is deferred is taken away, fo2 as your 
ſell oꝛ any other that oweth mony,though you defer your 
creditour fo2 a time, vet you defraude him not altogethcr 
of dis due, ſo though God take dayes with you foz a time, 
vet aſſure your ſelfe hee will pay you truly at the length; 
pea and perchance with large vſury beſides the due det. 
Foꝛ as a hauke the higher pitch thee ſliet h frõ the ground 
with the moze fo2ce (hee ſtoupeth downe vpon her pꝛaye 
andcan the moze eafety commaund it , oꝛ as a ſtroke az 
lo we the higher it is lifted the heuier it lightes , ſo gods 
PRION NO. —_— moze it isto be 
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feared; And this good counſayle take of me as the laſt be⸗ 
nefite which you ſhall euer receiue at my handes . Yours 
nothing at all Conſtantio Cama, Sinorix hauing ſœn this 
rigoʒous reſolution of his Pilteris, went another way to 
wozk,hee ſubozned an old womũ of the citie, wel ſcene in 
ſoliciting ſutch ſutes , to go vnto her and to pꝛeſent her 
from him with many ritch ie wels, and which her willed 
ber to tell, hee would willingly beſtowe fo2 one ſimple 
conſent of her good will. The olde woman hauing done 
his ſhamefull meſſage without ſhame , ſapd of her ſelfe 
in this ſozt, 

Surely, Piſteris Camma, if the experience which olde 
peeres haue giuen mee, might craue credite fo2 the coun- 
ſaple which 3 ſhall giue you, J would not with pou to re⸗ 
fuſe the frenvſhip of ſutch a one as Sinorix is, who is able 
to fill your purſe with peries,and fulfil you with pleaſure 
euer way: neither ts it wiſdome fo2 von to ſpend your 
golden peeres but in golden pleaſure , and not to bee fied 
to one diet which b2ingeth ſatiety and tothſamneſle , but 
to haue choice of chaung which bzeedeth appetite and luſ⸗ 
tincfle, The chaſt eures of Camma not able to indure this 
courſe diſcourſe, ſhes cut of her goſtety counſayle with 
theſe tutting wooꝛds, gentle woman, if you were mdued 
with as many good conditions as vou haue lined yeeres, 
vou woulo neuer haue undertaken ſo ſhameles a meſſage 
and were it not moꝛe fo2 reuerence of pour peeres, then 
reſpect.of pour errant, would make pour filthy trade of 
life ſo famous, that vom ſhouts euer Hereafter dee aſha- 
med to ſhew pour face in any hontf tompany . What bo 
pou thinke, though mon can make you a baude, that it 
can make mee a harlot , and though you fo2 gaine flie no 
fiithineſſe, that 3 foꝛ gto2y follow no faifhfulneffe, either 
towardes my ſpouſe and huſband, eicher towardes niß 
Loꝛde and code Do vou iudge me fo ton tous of coine , os 
fo p2odigall of mine honour, that to get theone J willoſe 

the other e Dp voth hee that ſont pou thinks (9 ablecte 
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mee, that gains may moze pꝛeuaile with me then goods 
will, mony moze then a man,copne moze then courteſie, 
Jewels moze then gentleneſſe , Perls moze then perils 
and paynes whicy hee hath indured foꝛ my ſake : no let 
bun vnderſtand, if any thinge could haue cauſed mee to 
ſwarue frb my dutp, loue of luker ſhould not haue allured 
mer therto. But as J am fully reſolued, faythfully to 
keepe my vow and pꝛomiſe made to my huſband, ſo J bees 
ſeeche him not to beſtow any moze labour in attempting 
that, which bee ſhall neuer attaine vnto: foz befo2e this 
my reſolution ſhalbe reuerſed, her ſhall ſee the diſſolution 
of my body into duſt , But if hee will not thus giue ouer 
his ſute, bee will cauſe mee to make thoſe pꝛiup to his 
dealing,who will make him aſhamed of it : and foz your 
part, you may packe you hence with this your traſhe and 

trumpery to thoſe , which meaſure their honour by the 

p2ice of p2ofite, and their gloꝛꝝ by the gwerdon of gayne, 

This honeſt woman beeing gone away with a flea in her 
eare, Camma began to thinke of the matter with aduy- 
ſed deliberation, and entred into reaſoning with her ſelfe 

in this ſozt. 

What fearfull folly is this in mee to contemne the 
frendſhip of ſo great a loꝛde as Synorix is, whom the grea⸗ 
teſt Lady in this lande would willingly receiue fo hul⸗ 
band, and yet I rigoꝛouſly refuſe fo ſeruaunt: What is 
that honoure wheron J ſtand ſo ſtiſly, ſhall it not rather 
increaſe mine honour to haue ſo honourable a ſeruaunt? 
And what is that chaſtity which J ſcke ſo charily to keep, 
do not ſome men ſay that women alwates liue chaſtly i⸗ 
nongh,ſo that they liue charily inough, that is ſo that they 
conuay their matters ſo covertly that their dooinges bee 
not commonly knowen, foz otherwiſe to incontinency 
were added impudency: likewiſe,foz a woman to enter 
into connerſation with a raſcall of no reputation, can not 
but bee a great blemiſhe to the bzightneſſe of her name, 
(foz a foule adultrer is euer woozle then the adultry is 
Ci ſeife) 
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ſelf)and it is a great ſigne ſhe greatly lotheth her huſband 
when the liketh one better, which is cueri way wozſe:but 
to hane a freende of reſeruation whoſe very countenance 
may credit her x her huſband,me thinkes can be no great 
diſhonour to either the one 02 the other. What diſhonour 
was it J p2ay vou to Helen when ſhe left her huſbãd Me- 
nelaus t went with Paris to Troy? Did not þ whole glozy 
of Greece to her great glozy go in armes to fetch her again 
And if ſhe had not been counted a pcece of p2ice, 02 if by ; 
facte ſhe had defaced her honour,is it to be thought p Gre 
c1ans would haue continued ten peeres in war continual⸗ 
ly to win her againe ? But to leaue honour and chaſtity, 
and come to commodity and ſafety , what do J knows 
What perils will folow of this repulſe;is it likely Sinorix 
wil put vp this repꝛoche paciently? may J not tuſtly loks 
to haue his lone turned to hate, and that he will either by 
tyꝛannous meanes ſe&ke the ſubuerſion of my huſbande x 
bis whole houſehold, either by trecherous meanes work 
the ouerthzow of me and my god name? Foz the firſt, Ed- 
ward a kinge of England may ſerue foz an example,who 
when the countelle of Saleſbury would not conſent to con- 
tent his incontinent deſire,he ſo raged againſt her parfts 
and friends,y the father was foꝛced to perſwade his own 
daughter to folly: t the mother as a baud to pꝛoſtitute her 
to the kinges luſt, bꝛing her to his pziuy chamber. Foz 
the ſecond, the Erle of Pancalier may ſerue foz teſtimony 
who when ß ducheſſe of Sauoy would not peeld to his laſs 
ſciuious luſt, wzought ſntch wyles,Þp ſhe was condemned 
foz adultry, and iudged to ſuffer moſt ſhamefull death by 
burning. Now to pꝛeuent either of theſe perils it lieth in 
my power, x ſeing of euils þ leaſt is to be choſcn, J think 
it better then to hazard life, lining, 02 good name, to loſe 
that which ſhalbx no great loſſe to my huſband az my ſelf, 
foꝛ as the ſun though it ſhine on vs here in Italy, vet it gi⸗ 
neth light likewiſe to thoſe that are in England and other 
places; oʒ as the ſea hath fiſhfoz euery manzoz as one 2 
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diche ol mrate may well ſuffice two perſons though very 
bungry,ſo is there that in mee wherwith Synnatus may 
bee ſatiſfied, and Synorix ſuſficed. And this incourageth. 
me hereto the rather,fo2 that J ſ by experience in moſt 
of my neighbours, 5ᷣ̊ thoſe are ener moſt made of by their 
buſbandes , who that way deale moſt falſely with they; 
buſbandes. Beſides that how openly ſoeuer they deale in 
theſe affaires, they2 huſbandes neuer heare of it, and 
though they do heare of it, yet wil thei not harken vnto it, 
and though they do in a manner ſe it, yet will they not be⸗ 
leeue if, and though they dobelecue it, vet will they loue 
them the better to haue them lcaue it the ſooner. Againe, 
what know J whether my huſband deale fally with mer 
t row in ſome other ſtreame, which if it bee ſo, J ſhal but 
ſaue my ſoule in paying dis debts, g orerciſe the vertue of 
iuſtice in requiting like foꝛ like. And touching co2rupting 
of my childzens bloud , J thinke it made moꝛe noble in 
participating w a bloud moze noble then my huſbands is. 
But canſt thou barlot cal him huſband, whom ; meanoft 
ſo wickedly to betray? Am J in my wits to vſe theſe wit- 
les woꝛds: Js it my mouth Þ hath vttred this blaſphemy, 
02 was it the diuel within me that delinered it fozth? No, 
if J were gyltie but in thought hereto, J would reſtoꝛe þ 
fault with criminal penance, pea if J felt any part in me 
apt to any ſuch euil, would cut it of fo2 feare of infecting 
the reſt of þ body. Good god, whether now is honour fled, 
which was euer wont to ber the faireſt lower in my gar⸗ 
land: Whether now is chaſtity chaſsd, which hath bene 
al waies the cheifeſt ſtay of my ſtate: Shall the ſunne of 
my ſhining life be now eclipſed with an ace ſo filthy, that 
the very rememb2zance thereof is no leſſe grenous then 
death: Why , was Helen fo2 all her heauenly hew , any 
other accounted then a common harlot , and was it not 
only to bee reuenged on her and her champion Paris, that 
the Grecians continued their ſiege ſo long? And touchinge 
the inconueniences J may incur by this refuſall , is — 
eu 
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euill wozſe then honeſty :? Is there any thinge fo bee fled 
moꝛe then offence? Is not the loſſe of goodes leTe.then of 
ones good name: Js not an honourable death to bee p2e- 
ferred befo2e an infamous life. And touching þ Counteſſe 
befoze reherſed, had ſhee euer married with the kinge if 
ſh had not continued in her conſtancy to the ende? And 
fo; the Ducheſſe of Sauoy what hurt ſuſtained ſhee by that 
falſe accuſation? Did it not make her glozy and vertue 
ſhew moꝛe ſplendently to the whole wozld?Yes no boubt 
of it, fo2 like as ſtreames the moze ve ſtop them the high» 
er they flow: and trees the moze pee lop them the greater 
they growe , oz as Spices the moze they are beaten the 
ſwerter ſent they ſend fozth:o02 as the herbe Camamile the 
mo2e it is trodden downe the moꝛe it ſpꝛeadeth ab2oad, ſo 
vertue & honeſty the moꝛe it is ſpited, the moꝛe it ſpꝛou⸗ 
teth and ſpꝛingeth, ſoꝛ honour euer is the reward of ver» 
tue,and doth accompany it as duly as the ſhadow doth the 
body, And as the ſun though it bee vnder a cloud kepeth 
Till his bzightnes though wes ſc it not,ſo vertue though 
it bee dimmed with dineliſhe deaiſcs , pet it keepeth her 
ftrength and power ſtill, though to vs it ſeeme vtterly ta 
be extinguiſhed, ſo that ſo longe as J remaine vertuoug 
t honeſt, J neede not care what man, malice oz the dinell 
can deuiſe againſt mee. No no deare childꝛen pou ſhall 
not by my meanes bee ſuſpected to bee baſtardes, neither 
wil J make the ſweet huſband aſhamed to ſhew thy face 
amongeſt the beſt of them: and J wil let thee vnderſtand 
the villany which that viper Synorde indenoureth to 
death. And ſhall J deale ſo fondly in deede , is not the re⸗ 
pulſe puniſhment inough, onleſſe J beew2ay his doinges 
to my huſband and ſo pꝛocure him farther diſpleaſure: 
Pea J might therby ber occaſion to ſet them together by 
the eares , whereby it might fall out (as the euent of 
battaile is alwayes doubtfull) that my huſband might 
bee hurt oꝛ flaine,and then the common repoꝛt would bes 
(as the people are euer pzone to ſpeake the wooꝛſt) * 
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I being an ill woman had conſpired His confuſfon and 
ſeh Synorix to flea him. And though no ſutch thing chauns 
cet (as God fo2bid it ſhould) pet this at leaſt J ſhould bee 
ſure to get by it, that my buſbande ener after would bes 
ielious ouer me, and right carefull would he be to keeps 
that which her ſaw others ſo buſily to ſeke. And ſutch is 
the malice of men, perch ꝛunce hee would iudge ſome light 
behauiour in me, to be the cauſe that incouraged Synot be 
to attempt mp chaſtity. Foz men haue this common 
opinion amongeſt them, that as there is no ſmoake but 
where there is ſome fire , ſo ſeldom is there any feruent 
lone-but where there hath bene ſome kindneſſe ſhewed 
to kindle ones deſire. oꝛe ouer this toy may take him in 
the head, that it is a pzaciſe between vs two fo pzenent 
ſuſpicton £ cloake our loue, 4 with the firme perſwaſion 
of my inuincible chaſtity, to full him a ſleepe in ſecurity, 
and then moſt to deceaue him, when her leaſt ſaſpeceth 
guile: and if at any time he heare of it by other, Jmay 
ſfop his mouth with this, that J my ſelfc tolde him of it, 
which if J had ment to deale falſely with him, J would 
not haue done:yea what know J whether he wil like the 
better oz the woꝛſe of mi, fo bzeding ſutch a bees neſt 
in his bzaine : laſtly J ſhould derogate mutch from mine 
owne vertue, and in a manner accuſe my ſelfe of pꝛone⸗ 
nelle to fal that way,as though J were not ſtrong inough 
to withſtand his aſlaultes without the aſſiſtance of my 
huſband, Yes, god in whom J repoſe my truſt, ſhall foꝛti⸗ 
fie mie againſt the fury of my foes, and giue me grace 
with wiſdome to eſcape his wiles, with charines to eſ⸗ 
chew his charmes, and with pietie to reſiſt his pꝛanitie. 
Now to returne to Synorix , ſo ſone as that olde Pan- 
darina had related vnto him at large the anſwere of his 
Miſteris, he fel frõ the place he ſat,flat vpon the ground, 


and lap in a traunce a great while, and now thoſe ſparks 


which berfoꝛe lone had kindled in him, were with conti⸗ 
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lowes, that they bꝛeake fozth info ſterie flames, and that 
which befoze was fancie, was now turned to furte:foz be⸗ 
png come to himſelfe, oz rather beinge quight paſt him 
ſelfe, with ſtaringe lokes, with pale conntenaunce, with 
fler ie eyes, with gnaſhing teeth, with trembling tongue, 
in rage he roared fo:th theſe woꝛds. 

And ſhall A thus be fruſtrate of my deſire? ſhal I with 
woꝛdes and wozkes, with pzayers and pzeſentes, purſue 
the god will of a daintie diſdayninge dame, and receiae 
but labour foz my loue, and greeif foz my godwill? But 
ab frantik fole, why doe J in my rage, rage againſt her 
who is the moſt fayze and curteous creature vnder hea⸗ 
nen: No it is that churle Synnatus that ſoweth the ſede of 
my ſozrow, it is his ſeueritie towardes her, that canſeth 
her crueltie towardes mee : the feare ſhee hath of him, is 
the tauſe ſhe dareth not take compaſſion on my paſſions : 
and ſhall he ſwim in bliſſe, and J lie dꝛencht in deepe diſ⸗ 
paire ? Shal he be ingoꝛged with pleaſure, A pine away 
in paine 2 No J will make him fele that once, which hee 
maketh me fele a thouſand times a dap. And hereupon 
determined with himſelfe by ſome meanes oz other to 
pꝛocure the death of Synnacus, thinking thereby the ſoner 
to obtaine his purpoſe of his wife. And callinge vato hym 
one of his ſwearing ſwaſh buckler ſeruauntes, hee laide 
befoze him the platfourme of his parpoſe, and tolde hym 
plainely if hee woulde ſpeedily diſpatch Synnatus out of the 
way,he would giue him a thouſand crownes in his purſe 
to kepe him in another Country. Vis ſeruaunt, though 
altogether paſt grace, vet fo2 faſhion ſake began to aduiſs 
his maiſter moze wiſely, ſaying, 

- Fo2 mine owne part it maketh no matter, fo: another 
country is as god foꝛ mee as this, and Jcount any place 
my country, where J may liue wel and wealthilp, but foz 
pour part it behoueth you toloke moze warely to pour 
ſelfe,foz that your lone towardes Camma is knowen to 


diuers of this citie,by reaſon wherof,if J ſhould commit 
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any ſutch ace , it muſt nedes ber thought that you muſk 
needes be acceſſarie therto, which will turne, though not 
to pour death,foz that none hath anco2itie aboue you ta 
execute the rigour of the lawes vpon pou , yet to your vt- 
ter hame and repꝛoche it can not but conuert. 

Cuſh (ſaith his maſter ) the caſe is light, where couns 
ſayle can take place: what talkeſt thon to mee of ſhame, 
that am by iniurious and ſpitefull dealyng depziued the 
vſe of reaſon , and diſpoſſefſed of my wittes and ſences. 
Neither am I the firſt that haue played the like parte, did 
not Dauid the choſen ſeruant of God, beeyng blaſted with 
the beutie of Berſabe, cauſe her huſband Vrias to bee ſet in 
the fozefront of the battayle to be layne, which doone her 
married his wife : And why is it not lawfull foz mee to do 
the like ! But Jknow the woꝛſt of it, if thou wilt not 
take it vpon thee, J will either do it my ſelfe, oz get ſoms 
other that hall. 

The man ſ&eyng how his aiſter was bent bothe to 
ſatiſfie his minde,and to gaine ſo god a ſumme of money 
pꝛomiſed to perfourme his charge which with opoztunity 
of time and place he did. And ſeryng Synnatus on a time, 
(in ill time) pallyng thoꝛow a blind lane of the Citie , he 
H2owded himſelfe in a cozner , and as he came by, ſhot 
him thoꝛow with a Piſtol : which done her fo:thwith led 
the countrey, Cammahearyng of the cruell murther of 
her huſbande,and by the cirtumſtances, knowyng Syno- 
rix to bee the authour thereof , tearynge her heyzc, ſcrat- 
ching her face, and beatyng her body agaynſt the ground, 
ſs ſone as the fluddes of teares had flowen ſo longe that 
the fountayne was dꝛie, ſo that her ſpeche might haue 
paſſage, whiche befoꝛe the teares topped , ſhee began to 
crie out in this carefull manner. 

O God, what vniuſtice is this in thee , fo ſuffer the 
earth remapne polluted with the blond of innocentes? 
Diddeſt thou cure Cain foz killing his bother Abel, and 
wilt thou not crucifie Synorix —_ Synnatus ? Js 

J the 
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thy hart now hardned that thou wilt not, oz are thy hands 
now weakened that thou canſt not pꝛeſerue thy ſeruan⸗ 
tes from the aues of Sathan? If there bee no ſafetie in 
innocencie, wherin ſhall wee repoſe our ſclues 2 If thou 
bee not our pꝛotedour, who ſhall defend vs? If the wicked 
vanquiſh the vertuous,who ſhal ſet fozth thy honour and 
glo2y,o2 who will ſo mutche as once call vpon thy name? 
But what meane A wzetched wight to exclayme agaynſt 
God as the aucthour of my euill,wheras it is only J my 
ſelfe that am guiltie of my huſbandes death? Jt is I that 
pampꝛed vp my beutie,to make it gliſter in the ſight of e- 
uery gazynge eye , in the thziftleſſe thꝛeade wherof this 
Ticant was ſo intangled, that to vnwinde himſelf there⸗ 
out hee hath w2onght all this miſcheif. It is à that would 
not detect his doynges to my huſband, wherby hee might 
haue pꝛeuented the perill which hung oner his bead. 

And ſeeyng J haue been the cauſe of his death,ſhall J be- 
png a murtherer remayne aline « Did Alcyone ſeeynge 
the dead carkas of her huſbande Ceix caſt on ſhoze , wil⸗ 
lingly caſt her ſelfe into the Sea to accompany his death. 
And ſhall J ſce my ſweet Synnatus flayne,and not dzinke 
of the ſame cuppe Did true Thiſ be goare her goꝛgious 
body with the ſame ſwozde, wherwith p2zinccly Piramus 
had pꝛickt him ſelfe to the dart: and are not my handes 
ftronge incugh to do the like? Did lulictta die vpon the 
toꝛps of her Romeo, and ſhall my body remayue on earth, 
Synnatus beyng buried? No gentle death come with thy 
du eſull dart, and peirce my payncfull harte, and with one 
death rid mee cut of a thouſande drathes at once. Foz 
what thought do J thinke on my Synnatus, which doth not 
pꝛotute mee double death? M hat thing do I ſee belongs 
yng to him, Which is not atreble tozment vnto mee? But 
it is cowardlineſſe to wiſh foz death, and couragiouſneſſe 
valiantlip to take it. Ves J can and will beſtow my lyfe 
faz my Synnatus ſweete ſake : but O God ſhall that Ty⸗ 
rant remayne aliue to triumphe in his trechery, # _ 
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in his villanie? Shall J not ſ& his fattall day beefoze my 
finall end, It is his bloud that wilbe a moſt ſwete ſacri⸗ 
fice to the ghoſt of Sumatus, not mine:and then can I ende 
my like contentedly when J haue offred vp this accepta- 
ble ſacrifice : and vntill ſutch time as J hane opoztunity 
hereto , A will pzolonge my dolefull dapes in dvirefull 
greefe,and onely the hope of reuengment, ſhall heauily 
holde my lothſome life and ſozowfull ſoule together? Foz 
other cauſe why J ſhould deſire life I haue not, fo2 that J 
am vtterly depziued of all joyes of life. Foz as the bird 
that is bꝛuiſed with ſome blow lieth alofe on the leaucs, 
and heares his felowes ſinge, and is not able to vtter one 
warblinge note out of his mournfull voice, but rather 
bates the harmony which other birdes do make,ſo J,my 
beart becing bꝛoſed and b2oken , fit ſolitarily alone and 
ſe ſome hange about their huſbandes neckes, ſome cloſely 
clepe them in their armes , ſome trifle with them, ſome 
talke with them, all which ſight redoubleth my paine to 
thinke my ſelf depꝛiued of thoſe pleaſures: yea to a wzet- 
ched wounded heart that dwels in dole, euery pleaſaunt 
fight turnes to bitter ſpight: and the onely obiede which 
ſhall euer content my epes, call bee the diſtruction of 
that tyzaunt, which hath bzought mee to this deſolation. 
Now Synorix thinking that time had taken away her 
teares and ſozrow, and ſuppoſinge that neither ſhe, nei⸗ 
ther any other had ſuſpected him foz the murther of her 
huſband, began to enter into the liſtes of luſt againe, and 
with a new inconntry of incontinency to ſet vpon her, 
But ſhx ſo mutch abhoꝛred him, that if ſhe but heard his 
name it cauſed her nature to fayle in her, and all her ſen- 
tes to faint : fo that when her ſaw no poſibility to impell 
ber to impiety, he ment to moue her in the way of ma⸗ 
riage and cauſed her nere kinſfolhe and friends to ſolicite 
his ſute vnto her, who partly foz feare of his diſpleaſure, 
partly foz that they knew it would bee greatly to her ad- 


gauncement,laboured very erneftly in the matter, and 
D ig were 
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were ſo impoztunate vpon her that no anſwere would 
ſatiſfic them. Now Camma ſ&ing ſhee could not be rid of 
her freends,and fozeſe&ing that by this meanes ſhe might 
be rid of her enemies, agreed to take him to huſband. And 
the day of the ſolemnizing ofthe mariage beeinge come, 
they went together to the temple of Diana wher al things 
accoꝛding to cuſtome beeing conſummated, the bꝛide wife 
(as the vſe was) dzanke to her huſband in dzinke as hee 
thought, but indede in poyſon which ſhee had pꝛouided of 
purpoſe : and when ſhe ſaw her had dzunke vp his death, 
the ſayd vnto him goe now and in ſterd of thy mariage 


bed get ther a graue, fo thy mariage is turnd to murther, - 


a puniſhment moſt tuſt foꝛ thy outragious luſt and cruell 
tyzanny*foz vengeance aſketh vengeance „ bloud bloud, 
and they p ſowe flaughter,ſhalbe ſure to reape ruine and 
deſtruction. Now Synorix hearing theſe wa2des and fees 


ling the foꝛce of the poyſon to wooꝛke within himzaſſated 


all the remedies her could to cure him ſelfe,but al in vain. 
Camma alſo feeling the poyſon to pꝛeuaile within her, fell 
vpon her knees beefoze the aulte r of Diana vttringe theſe 
wozdes. 

O goddeſſe, thou knoweſt how ſincs the death of my 
ſweete huſband, this life hath bene moſt lothſome and 
ſower vnto mee, and that the only offeringe vp of this ſa- 
crifice kept me from him, which now in thy pzeſence 1 
haue perfourmed J thinke my ſelfe to haue ſatiſfied my 
duty, and purchaſed therby a paſpoꝛt to paſſe to the place 
and Paradiſe where my huſband hath his habitation, 

Immendiatly vpon this ſo well as ſhe could ſhe crauld 
bome to her houſe, where ſhe was no ſooner, but ſhee had 
certains tydinges bꝛought her that Synorix was deade, 
Wherwith with great ioy thee caſt her felfe downe vpon 
her bed, and called her litle childze about her, and bleſſing 
and buſſing them ſayd, 

Alas pꝛety Jmpes who ſhal now defend pon from your 
foes, who ſhall redzeſſe your wzonges? Pour father is 
gone 
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done, your mother is goinge , and you poꝛe ſoules muſt 
bide behinde to abide the bzunt and bitter blaſtes of this 
wꝛetched wozld.Ah if the loue which J bare my huſband 
had not beene ercading great, nature woulde haue cauſed 
mee to haue had ſome care of you,x foz your ſakes to haue 
ſuffred my ſelf ſomtime longer to liue, but now as haue 
ſhewed my ſelf a louing wife, ſo haue J ſcarce ſhewed my 
ſclfe a naturall mother, But alas it was reaſon I ſhoulde 
p2efer him beefoze you, who was the auto of vou, t wha 
bleſſed me with you. Mel I ſ& now my time is come, my 
toung begins to faile,come dere childzen,+ take your laſt 
conge of pour loſt mother, god ſhield you from ſhame, God 
p2eſerue you from perill, God ſend you moze pꝛoſperous 
foztune tht᷑ your poze parents had. And thus farewel my 
fruit,farewel my fleſh, farewel ſwete babes, and O wel- 
come my Synnatus, who J ſe in the ſkies ready to reteiut 
mes, and ſo in ſozrow and toy ſhe gaue vp the ghoſt, 

Now J would wiſh you blazing ſtarres which ſtande 
bpon your chaſtity,to take light at this lot, tu take herd by 
this harme, you ſe the buſband Naine,the raffian fled, the 
loner poyſoned, the wike dead, the freinds comfoztles, the 
chilvzen parenticſle. But it is naturally incident to wo« 
men to enter into extremitics,they are either to louinge 
oz to lothinge,to curteous oz to cop, to willinge oz to wil⸗ 
full, to mercifull oz to mercileſſe, to fo warde oz to fro- 
ward, to freindly oz to feendly , the meane they alwapes 
meanelp account of, Otherwiſe ſhee might with reaſon 
ſoner then rigour haue repꝛeſſed his rage. But howſoes 
ner my wozds run,J would not you ſhould take them to 
tend altogether to her diſpzaiſe , foz as J muſt condemne 
ber crueltie, ſo can Jnot but commende ber confkancie , 
t chaſtitie, and thinke her wozthy to bee compared to Lu- 
crece,Penelope,0z what woman ſoeuer that euer had any 
pzeheminence of pzaiſe foz her vertue. And J woulde 
wiſhe my gallant youthes, which delight to gaze in euery 
gariſh glaſſe,and to haue an Pare ſtirring in enery = 
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tifull boute, not to row paſt their reache, not to fire their 
fancie vpon impoſſibilities,not to ſuffer themſelues to be 
blaſted with the beames of beautie, oz ſco2ched with the 
lightning of louing lokes : ſutch loue towardes the mars 
ried is cuer without lawe,ſutch fire is without feare, 
ſutch ſuits are without ſhame, ſutch Cankers, if thep bee 
not at the beginning cured,growe to the confuſion of the 
whole body. @Therefoze Gentlewomen J leaue it to 
pour iudgements to giue ſentente, whether be moze woz⸗ 
thy repzebenſion,be o ſhe. He had the lawe of loue on 
bis ide, ſhee had the lawe of men and of marriage on her 
part: loue led him, which the goddes tbemſelues cannot 
reſiſt, chaſt itie guided her, whiche the goddes themſelues 
baue loſt : he kill ed him whom he counted his enemy, the 
killed him whom ſhe knew ber fleſhly freinde : ſhe with 
reaſon might haue pꝛeuented great miſchiefe, his wings 
were to mutch limed with luſt to iy fozth of his folly. 


T ereus and Progne_. 


TE RE Vs Kingeof Thrace, enamored of Progne,daughter 
7 Gn Prove of — obtaineth ber in marria 

conueyeth her into his owne countrey. prog ne, 

rous to ſee her ſiſter Philomels, mooucth Terexs to 3 to 
Athens, and to get licence to bringe her into Thrace, who 
on the way fallinge into ynlawfuil licimge of her,forceth 
her to his pleaſure, and cutteth out her e, that shee 
might tell no tales. Progne, hauinge hereof ſecret intelli- 
gence, in lew of that foule fact, murthereth his and her 
owne Sunne, young itys, and dreſſeth him in meates for 
his Fathers mouthe, Whiche horrible deede when Tereut 
would haue reuenged vppon the Mother and Aunt, they 
eſcape his handes, and are transfourmed into Birdes. 


JF it were mete foz moꝛtall creatures to complaine ot 
their immoz tall creatoz,then truly may wee iuſtly pze- 
pare 
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pare complaint againſt our maker, foz that of al his crea- 
tures he hath made man moſt miſerable, Herbes, Trees 
and plants hee hath framed without ſence , wherby they 
neither fele the foꝛce of winters blaſtes, neither » fire of 
ſommers blaze:foules,fiſhes and beaſtes he hath bærea⸗ 
ued of a reaſonable ſoule , wherby they beare the bzunt 
of their bodies onely, and are not moleſted with the mo⸗ 
tions of the minde : but man hee hath made ſubiece to in⸗ 
firmities of the body, to miſeries of minde, to all ſtoꝛmes 
of ftriefe and panges of paine: : And as the Cameleon 
chaingeth him ſelfe into p colour and hew of euery thing 
hee doth vie we, ſo man is made apt fo bee tranſfourmed 
into any miſfoztune, and to reteiue any cuill 6 raigneth 
bpon the face of the earth : yea,if wee conſider the whole 
courſe of our life, wee begin with cries, and end with 
cares :foz we are no ſooner out of our mothers wombe, 
but we fozthwith cry to fignifie the ſoꝛrow which will in- 
ſue in our ſucceeding age: in our infancy our tender bo⸗ 
dies are ſubiede to many infirmittes:in our childhod our 
weake mindes are troubled with many toyes : wee are 
plyed ſoze to ſilence, which is of hard digeſtion to vs, wee 
feare the maiſters low2inge loze, which is a continuall 
tozment vnto vs: but oh, the ſea of ſozrow and waues of 
woe which then ouerwhelme vs, when wee once arriue 
to mans eſtate , what vaine deſires : What fantafticall 
follies {What caretes and ſpareleſſe ſpendinge 2 What 
p2odigall p2zide ?: What fiery flames of loue 2 What hare 
bꝛaind heates of hate? What penſife feare of parentes 
diſpleaſure : What ſolitarineſſe in ſingle life? What 
minde to marry:UWWhat miſery in mariage?What charge 
in childzen? What care of they? inſtruction : What fear 
of their diſtruaion, and touching our owne bodies, what 
often ſurfetinges 2 What perillous plewziſes >? What 


fearefull feuers: What daunger in warre? What perill 


in fight ? Yea what ſozrow which this age is not ſubiece 
. 
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tople fo2 traſhe, wee thinke wee neuer haue inough, wee 
thinke all to mutch that is ſpent, wee take litle pleaſure 
in any thing, wee thinke the woꝛld is changed, and that 
it is far wozſe then it was when wee were pounge , only 
bicauſe our bodies are changed, and our vitall heat ſo vas 
niſhed away , that nothing ſcemeth pleaſaunt vnto vs, 
though it bee the ſame it was woont to bee , ſo that wee 
thinke the alteration to bee in the thing, when it is in our 
ſelfe. And then not onely our memozy faplettz, our wits 
ware weake, and returne to infancy againe , but our bo- 
dies alſo are bꝛoken with cares, taken with crampes,ſha- 
ken with paulſeies, tozmented with the ſtone , lamed 
with the goute, dꝛied with dzopſies,our fight warcth dim, 
our hearing deafe,our ſmelling ſmal, our taſting vntoth- 
ſome,our feelinge feable , yea all our ſences are almoſt 
without ſence : 4 yet we arc loth to die g leaue our wozld⸗ 
ly mucke, the feare of appꝛoching death doeth dayly daunt 
vs, and at length his deadly dartes doe vtterly diſtroy vs. 
And ſurely the conſideration of this our miſerable eſtate 
doth ſo reſolue mee into ſozrow, that if pour pꝛeſente did 
not ſpzinkle mee with ſome deawe of delight, J ſhould 
hardip frame my wittes to pzocure pou pleaſure by any 
pleaſant hiſtozy,but rather continew a dolozous diſconrſe 
of our calamity. And yet the hiſtoꝛy J meane to tell ſhall 
not bee altogether eſtraunged from the argument of my 
fozmer diſcourſe , but though it manifet not our many- 
folde miſery, yet ſhall it at leaſt ſet foozth the frailty of 
our felicity . The hiſtozy is this, 

The flow2iſhynge common wealth of Athens had fo 
their pzince one Pandion, whoſe eſtate bothe foztune beu⸗ 
tified with great wealthe , and God bleſſed with geodly 
childꝛen, to wit two daughters of ercellent beutie, the el⸗ 
deſt named Progne, the youngeſt Philomela, Now fame 
ba yng a tatlyng Goddeſſe , blazed the bzute of Progne as 
bꝛoade into diuers countries, vntill at length the rumour 
of her renoume W LILLEN of 


. — 


1 =» OY EW Oo OW IU WY GO ®» GE Yn W WW Dn nt WW SS WS % 6 &@ © © 


— Vw” ww T7 CF, SS Vw 


„„ — 


Tereus and Progne. 27 


Thrace , who bæynge a younge luſtie gallant , made no 
great account of the commendations whiche were giuen 
ber,knowpag, if he were diſpoſed to marrie , he might 
make his choyce amongl a great number as good as ſhe 
was, and moze nere neighbours vnto him then Athens 
was, But deffintes ſo dzaue that ſho2tly after this, on 
a night in his leape he ſeemed to ſe her ſtand apparent 
ly befoze him(only a ſtronge imagination aſſurynge him 
that it was ſhe) which ſight ſunke ſo deeply into his heart 
and bꝛought him ſutch exceſſ ine delight, that hee pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly awaked, and miſſyng the partie that pꝛocured him ſuch 
pleaſure, his top was tournd to anoy: neither coulde hee 
euer after that finde any contentation in any thought oz 
deed,but only in this determination to goe haue a true 
ſight of her, whoſe ſeempng ſhadow had ſo dazeled his 
eyes: and with all ſpeed repayꝛed his ſhippes,and pꝛepa⸗ 
red al thyngs neceſſary fo2 ſutch a voyage, and by the help 
of good wynde and will, ſhoztly arrtued there where his 
hart had already caſt anker: and ſent ambaſſadours to 
the kyng to certifie him of his commynge , who receyued 
him with royaltie fit fo2 his regall eſtate. And at the firſt 
incountry of the two pzinces Tereus ſayde. 

Py commyng onto you O noble pzynce is not as an 
open enemie to inuade you, foz you ſee J am vnarmed, 
neither as a ſecret traytour to intrap you , foz you know 
Jam your freend : but that you may not meruaple at my 
ſodayne cummyng,you ſhall vnderſtand it is fo ſ& your 
daughter the Lady Progne , foz you ſhall ſone percepue Y 
pꝛetende well vnto — Pandian anſwered, 

As (moſt wozthy pꝛince) the cauſe of your comming is 
friendly, ſo can J not but friendly accept it,and how much 
I thinke my ſelfe honoured therby ſo mutch J count my 
ſelfe bound vnto yon, 

And after a litle parlee paſſed betweene them of the e- 
ffates of their realmes and manners of their countreies, 
Pan pꝛeferred him to the — of his W — 
Cy er 
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after Tereus had ſaluted with a curteous conge, hee en⸗ 
tred into diſcourſing with in this ſozt. 

If faire Lady, J ſhould tell the truth of my comming 
into this country, J thinke you would take it but fo2 a 
trifling toy, yea if J ſhould in woozps plainly ſet downe þ 
cauſe of this my interp2iſed tourney, and the caſe which 
though your meanes J remaine in, J doubt you would 
neither beleeue the cauſe , neither releue my caſe : foz þ 
the ſtraungneſſe of the one would bzed great incredulity 
t fo; the other the ſmall acquaintance J haue with you & 
leſe deſerts towards you can craue ſmal curtefy: pet if it 
pleaſe you to know, neither the deſire to ſce this country, 
neither the renoume of pour vertue t beauty bzought me 
hither, foz though the repozt therof be great, pet now I ſe 
J muſt nedes ſay,y fame hath rather framed your pꝛaiſe 
malicioully then repozted it truly , foz one good part re- 
pozted to bee in you, J perceiue by your countenance ſuch 
confluence of good conditions , that J can not but counte 
the rumoꝛ which run of you, rather ſparing ſpeeche then 
right repoꝛte. But the cauſe of my haſty comminge and 
beauy caſe is this, it pleaſed the goddes to pꝛeſente your 


ſeemely ſelfe to my pzeſence,in the ſame louely likeneſſe 


wherin pou are at this pꝛeſent, what time I tooke ſutch 
beiwe of your ſwecte face, that appꝛochinge this daye to 
pour fathers palaice, befoze Jknew who vou were, what 
vou were,oz where pou were, as pou looked if you remt⸗ 
ber it, out at your chamber window, A ſaid to my ſeruits, 
toe yonder ſtandes the peereles peragon pꝛincely Progne: 
and ſince Þ ſight in my lleepe, I take the heauens to wit- 
neſſe J neuer inioyed one quiet fleepe , but continued in 
cotemplation how J might be placed in poſſeCion of that 
perſonage which dꝛaue me into ſutch admiration. Now 
ſeinge it pleaſed the gods thus miraculouſly to moue mee 
to traueile to ſee you, and ſeeing the ſight of your ſweete 
face hath faſt fettred my fancy in links of lone, theſe may 
bee humbly to deſire you, neither to reſiſt the —_—_ 
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the goꝛdes, neither to reiecte the deuotion of my god wil. 
And if I baue pꝛeferred your loue befoze all the Ladies 
of my owne land, if J make vou that pzofer which many 
p2inces haue pꝛeſſed foz, if neither wearines of way, nei⸗ 
ther perils of ſea could pꝛohibite mee from purſuing your 
good will, if I bee content to reſigne my kingdome,liber- 
ty and all that haue into your handes, J ſhall defire you 
not to cõtemne my curteſy, but to counteruaile my paine 
and to returne my goodwill with like loue and affection, 
This requeſt alſo reſteth to make: vnto pou that you 
dziue mee not of with trifeling delapes, fo: neither will 
the extremity of my perplexity permit longe delay,ney- 
ther will the eſtate my kingdome ſtandeth in, ſuffer mee 
longe to bee awap. 

Progne hearing the erneſt ſute of this pꝛince, and ſee- 
inge nothing in him to be milliked, conſidering alſo what 
haſte his requeſt required, ſtd not vpon the nice termes 


ok her virginity , but with a reuerence of maieſty made 


him this anſwere. 

Polt wozthy pzince whatſoeuer were the cauſe of your 
comming into this countrey,the kinge my father hath to 
holde himſelfe mutch beeholding to your maieſtie, that it 
would pleaſe yon too do him the honour to viſite him: but 
touching the cauſe you pꝛetend, J doubt not but your wiſ- 
dome knoweth that dꝛeames are doubtfull , and viſions 
are altogether vaine and therfoze J muſt crane pardon if 
A hardly beleeue, h̊ vpon ſo light a cauſe you would vn⸗ 
dertake ſutch heauy trauayle : and J mutch muſe that in 
pour fleepe the goddes had no ſeemelier ſight then my 
ſelfe to pꝛeſent vnto you : but whether becfoze you came 
hether, the goddes mouedpour minde,o2 whether beeing 
Here pour owne fancy fozced pour affection towards mee, 
affure vour ſelfe this, if your loue bee as lopall, as your 

woꝛdes ſeeme wonderfuli in ſhewing the oꝛiginall ther- 

of, vou ſhal not finde mee either ſo diſcourteous as to cons 
tenmo pour goil, either "a as not to — 
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quite it. mary as map, which is foz your harty gnodwil 


to giue pou my hart, foz any benefit of my body it is not 
in met to beſtow on you: foz if you do mee that iniury to 
oxace any thing at my handes laſciuioully, honeſty will 
not allow it, whoſe boundes J meane not to tranſgreſſe, 
and if pou doe mee that honour ts purſue my good will in 
the way of mariage, perchance my parents will not per⸗ 
mit it, who onely haue power to place mee at their plea⸗ 
ſuer . So that as the one halfe and moytie of mee is not 
mine, ſo the other part, if your goodwill bee as greate as 
you pꝛetend, ſhalbee yours. P2eſently vpon this he pꝛe⸗ 
ferred his ſute to her parentes, who were no leſſe glad of 
ſutch a ſonns in law, then hes of ſutch a wife And ſo out 
of hand þ mariage with great ſolemnity was celebꝛated. 
Which done hee ioyfully departed from his ſozowfull fa⸗ 
ther in law, and in ſhozt time ſafely lande with his wife 
in his owne land, where they liued together the ſpace of 
five vreres in ſutch ioy as they commonly iniop, who cary 
foztune as it were vpon their ſhoulders,and abound in al 
thinges which they can with oꝛ delire . But ſee the frail- 
ty.of our felicity , marke the miſery which moztall men 
are ſubiect to. A man would haue thought this maried 
couple in lone fo loyall, in eſtate ſo high,in all thinges ſo 
happy, had bene placed in perpetuity of pꝛoſperity. But 
alas what eſtate hath foztune euer made ſo inuencible, 
which vice can not vanquiſh 2 Who hath ener bene eſta⸗ 
bliſhed in ſutch felicity, but that wickedneſſe can woozke 
bis ouerthzow?What lone hath euer beene ſofaſt bound, 
dut by luſt hath been locſed 2 Pea the moſt faithfull bond 
of frendſhip betweene Tytus andGyſippus , thozow luſte 
was violated : the mof naturaS league of loue betweene 
Antiochus and his owne ſonne, thꝛough luſt was bzoken: 
and this moſte lopall tone betweene Tercus and P 

th2ough luſt was turnd to lothſome hate. Foz it foztuned 
that Pcogne after they had bene maried together a whyls 
entred into greate deſire to ſee her „ 
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lay bery impoztunately vpon her buſband to go fo Athens 
and requeſt her father Pandion to let her come vnto her. 
Tereus loued his wife lo intireiy that hee would deny her 
nothinge , but p:eſently imbarkte him ſelfe and went to 
fetch Philomela vnto her. And beeing arrined at Athens, 
her made Pandion, pziuy to þ cauſe of his comming. The 
olde man was aſſailed with great ſozrowe to thinke hee 
muſt parte from his faire Philomela the only ſtay and 
comfozt of his olde peeres, but I ereus intreated ſo erneſt⸗ 
ly that hee could not denie him caſely,and Philomela was 
fo deſirous to ſee her ſiſter that had ſo louingely ſent foz 
her, that thee hung about her fathers necke kiſt him and 
vſed al the flatteries ſhee could to fozce him to peelde his 
conſent to her departure, wherwith her beeinge vanqui⸗ 
ſhed with weeping eyes in great griefe and dolour delp- 
uered his daughter to T ereus ſaying. 

It is not my daughter onely I deliuer you but mine 
owne life, foz aſſure pour ſelfe my life can not laſt ont 
minute longer, then JI ſhall heare thee doth well, and if 
her returne bes not with ſpeede , pou ſhall heare of my 
ſpeedy returne to the earth from whence J came, 

Tereus deſired him to bee of good chere pꝛomiſinge to 
be as carefull of her well doing as if ſhee were his owne 
ſiſker oꝛ childe. Where vpon the olde man blcſſinge bis 
daughter gaue her vnto him . But like a ſimple man hee 
committed the ſeely ſheepe to the rauening Woulfe, 

Nay,there was neuer blouddy tiger that did ſo terri- 
bly teare the litle Lambe, as this tiraunt did furiouſly 
fare with faire Philomela, Foz beeing in ſhip together, 
hee began filthily to fire his fancy vpon her, and caſtinge 
the feare of god from befo2e his eies, rootinge the laue of 
his wife out of his heart, contemninge the Holy rites-of 
matrimony , and the ſacred ſtate of virginity , he fell to 
fleſhly daliante with her, and attempted to win that point 
ol her, which cher held moze dere and pꝛetious then her 
lite, and which ought to ber of curious regard to al an 
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of honeſt behaviour. But hauing no other weapon but 
weepypng to defende her ſelfe,by pitiful exclemations and 
cries ſhee kept him from ſatiſfipng his inſaciable deſire. 

But as the rauenyng Woulfe hauing ſeazed in his tea⸗ 
ryng clawes ſome ſeciy Lambe , ſ&ekes ſome den to hide 
him in, that nothyng hinder him from quietly iniopinge 
his pzay,ſo hee was no ſoner arriued on the coaſtes of his 
owne countrey , but that he ſecretly conuaped her to a 
graunge of his owne,far from any towne oz citie, + there 
by foꝛce filthily deflowzed her. The poꝛe mapde thus pi⸗ 
teouſly ſpoyled, ſo ſone as her greif would giue her leaue 
— vary , ſpit fozth her venome agaynſt his villanie in 

is ſozt. 

Ah moſt tirrannous Trayto2,haft thou thus betrayed 
my father and ſiſter, haddeſt thou no other to wozke thy 
wickedneſſe on but mee, who was the ie dell of my father 
and the toy of my ſiſter, and now by thy meanes ſhalbe 
the diſtraction of the one, and the deſolation of the other? 
O that my handes had ſtrength to teare theſe ſtarynge 
eyes out of thy hatefnil head, oʒ that my mouth were able 
to ſounde the trumpet of this thy trumpery, either to the 
tourt of my ſiſter, oʒ conntryof my father, that thei might 
take reuenge on thy villanie, © curſed bee the wombe 
from whence thou camſt, and the paps whiche gaue thee 
ſucke : O curſed bee the cauſe of thy conception, and the 
Father that begat thee, who if her neuer other wiſe in his 
life offended, yet doth her deſe rue to bee plonged in the 
moſt payntull pitof Yell,only fozbegetting ſo wicked a 
ſunne. 


Tereusnotable te autre this talke, and fearyng leaſt 
her wozds might be may his witckedneſſe, made no moze 
a do but take his knife, and like ablouddy/butcher,cut her 
tounge fwzth of her head. This done her cauſed her to 
bee locked faſt in a chamber, takyng tuery thyng from her 
wherby che might vie vidlence to wardes her ſelfe, and ſo 


went home to the QAueene Progne his wife, with this fogs 
ged tale. 
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J am ſoꝛy ſweete wife it is my channce to bee the meſs 
ſenger of ſutch ſower newes vnto pou, but ſeeing of fozce 
you mult heare it, as god q now impart it, as other here 
after repoꝛt it vnto you. And ſeeing it is an accident which 
o2dinarily happeneth to moztall wightes, J truſt of your 
ſelfe you will gine ſutch oꝛder to pour ſozowe , that yeu 
will ſuffer it to ſinke no depelier into pour hearte then 
wiſdome would it ſhould : caryinge this in your remems 
bzaunce that wee are bozne to die, and that cuen in our 
ſwathe cloutes death may aſke his due. Alas(ſaith ſhe) 
and is Pandion departed : No (ſayth her) Pandion liueth, 
but his life is ſutch that death would moze delight him, 

Then farewell my Philomela (ſapth ſhe) thy death 
JA know is cauſe of this deſolation, and thy death ſhall 
ſoone abzidge my dates , In derde (ſayth her) ſo it is 
the gods haue had her vp into heauen, as one to god to 
remaine on earth. Ab vniuſt goddes (ſayth ſhe) ſhee is to 
god fo2 them alſo, what pity,what picti, what right, what 
reaſon is in them, to vep2ine her of life now in the pꝛime 
of her life, beefoze ſhe haue taſted the chiefe pleaſures of 
life,oz any way deſerned the paine of death: 

Ah ſwerte wife (ſapth her) I berſtech von by the loue 
which vou beare mer, to moderate your martirdome ⁊ aſ⸗ 
ſwage pour ſoꝛ row, 4 only in mee to repoſe pour felicitie: 
fo2 I pꝛoteſt by theſe hands teares which I ſhede to ſes 
pour ſozrow, that J wilbe to you in cede of a father + a 
ſiſter: pea if you had a thouſand fathers t a thouſad ſiſters 
al their godwils together,ſhuld not ſurmoũt mine alone. 

Theſe louinge woo2des cauſed her ſomewhat to ceaſe 
from her ſoꝛrow, and ſhee began, to take the matter as pa⸗ 
ciently as her paine would permit her. But to returne to 
Philomela who beeinge kept cloſe pꝛiſoner determined to 
pine herſelte to death, but the hope of reuenge altered 
that determination, and ſhe began to caſt in her head how 
ſhe might open the iniur to her ſiſter, which that Tirant 
had offered them both: at length _— went this way » 

woz 
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wozke, thee w2ought and imbꝛodzed cunningly in cloath 
the whole diſcourſe of her courſe and carefull caſe, which 
being finiſhed, foztune ſo framed that a gentleman riding 
late in the night had loſt his way, and ſ&ing a light in her 
chamber a far of,dzewe nere to the window, and called to 
Philomela inquiringe the way to the nert towne, where- 
vpon Philomela opened the window, # ſeeing him to bee a 
gentleman whom ſhe thought would not ſticke to put him 
ſelfe in ſome perill to redzefſſe a Ladies w2onge , ſhewed 
him the cloath which ſhee ſo cunningly had wzought,and 
in the firſt ptace thereof was plainly w2itten, to whom it 
ſhould bir deliuered, and from whom. The gentleman 
toke it at her handes,and plighted to her his fayth, ſafely 
and ſecretly to deliver it to the quiene. e the iuſt iudge⸗ 
ment of gov, who will ſuffer no euill done ſecretly , but it 
halber manifeſted openly , as in times paſt hee made the 
infant Daniell an inſtrument to detece the conſpiracy of 
the two Iudas iudges, who falſely accuſed the good Lady 
Suſanna, and other times other wayes : but this tiranny 
of Tereus was ſa terrible that the very tones in the 
walles would haue bewzayed it, if there had been no 04 
ther nieanes vſed. Now Progne hauinge this cleath:con - 
uayed vnto her, andfullp vnderſtandinge how the caſe 
ode, not withſtandinge her greife were great in the 
higheft degree, vet (a meruailous thing a woman could do 
ſo) cher concealed-þ matter ſecretiy, hoping to be reuenged 
moꝛe ſpedily. But pet her huſbands villany towards her, 
cauſed her to inue igh againſt him in this vehement ſozt. 
O diueliſh deepe diſſembling of men, who would haue 
thought that hee which pꝛetended ſo great godwill-to- 
wards me, would haue intended ſo great ill againſt mee? 
Why if my perſon could not pleaſe him, conld none but 
my ſiſter ſatiſfie him? and if hee thought her moſt miete 
fo; his miſlcheif, yet was it not villany inough to vanquiſh 
her virginity, but that hee muſt mangle and diſmember 
ber body alſo? but what pity is to bee loked. ny > 
& bh anthers. 
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Panthers which paſſe not of piety? Her ſhe weth his curſed 
careleſſe kinde,hee plainely pꝛoues him ſelfe to pꝛoced of 
the pꝛogenie of that traitoꝛ Encas , who wꝛought the con⸗ 
fuſion of the god Qutene Dido, who ſaccoured him in his 
diſtres. It is euident he is ingendꝛed of laſons race, who 
dillopally fozf@ke Medea Þ made him win 5 golden fleece? 
Hee is diſcended of the ſtock of Demopheon, who thzough 
his faithles dealing foꝛced Phyllis to hange her ſelfe. Vee 
ſemes of the ſ&de of T heſcus, who left Ariadne in the de⸗ 
ſertes, to bee deuoured, thzough whoſe helpe her ſubdued 
the Ponſter Minotaur , and eſcaped out of ths intricate 
Labirinth, Pe commeth of Nero his cruel kinde, who cars 
nally abuſed his owne mother Agrippina, # then cauſed 
her to bee laine and ript open, that he might ſe the place 
wherin he lay being an infant in her belly, Do that what 
fruites but filthineſſe'is to bee gathered of ſutch graftes 2 
What boughes but beaſtlines growe ont of ſutch tems? 
no IJ will neuer make other account bur chat faith which 
a man p2ofeſſethis nothing els but foꝛgery: truth which 
her pꝛetendeth nothing els but triſling:loue luſt, woozdes 
wyles, dvds deceit , vowes vanities, faythfull pzomiſes 
farthleſſe pzaciſes,erneft othes , errant artes to deteiue, 
ſozrows ſubtelties, ſighes lightes , groanes guiles, cries 
crafts,teares treaſon: yea all their doinges nothing but 
baytes to intice vs,hokes to intangle vs, ingins vtterlp 
to vndoe vs. O that my mouth could cauſe my wooꝛ ds to 
mount aboue the ſnies, to make þ gods bend downe their 
eyes to take vew of the vilany of this viper, then no dout 
but either the city would ſinke wherin hee is, oz the earth 
would open + ſwalow him vp, oz the at leaſt ſome plague 
ſhould bee thundzed downe vpon him , which might moſt 
painefully puniſh bim. D2 why may not the gods vſe mer 
as an inſtrumt᷑t to execute their vengeance on him? The 
wife of Dioniſias the tirant wꝛought the will of the god⸗ 
des on her huſband, and miferably murthered him, and 
Why is it not lawlull foz mee to do _— like? Pes J 
N. 9 can 


36 Tereus and Progne. 


can and will deuiſe ſutch exquiſite puniſhment fo; this 
Tiraunt , that it ſhall feare all that come after from the 
like filthineCe, 

Now to further her furie ſhe had this opoztunitie of- 
fred her, it was the ſame time of the pere that the ſacrift- 
ces of Bacchus were to be celebzated , what time the vſe 
was fo2 the women to goe aboute the countrep diſguiſed 
as if they had been mad, where vpon the Nugne toke a 
troupe of women with her and gat to the graunge where 
Philo. was, bzake open the dwzes, and bzought her home 
with her to her Palaice, and there they two, the one with 
ſignes, and the other with woods, entred into conſulta- 
tion how to bee reuenged on the trecherte of Tereus: and 
ſurely if a man bx diſpoſed to do his enemy a diſpleaſure 
in derd, ik he folow my counſaple,let him folow the coun- 
ſayle of a woman, nay all the Deuils in Hell could not fa 
haue toꝛmented Tereus as they did, ſo that J thinke pour 
ſelues wil ſap her fury erceeded his follp, and her ſeuerity 
in puniſhyng his crucltie in offendyng. Foz he had by her 
one only ſwerte ſunne named Itys, My tounge is not a- 
ble to tell, aud my hart rendes in twayne fo thinke , that 
a reaſonable creature ſhould ſo rage tn rigour, that a wo» 
man ſhould ſo want compaſſion , that a mother ſhould 
woꝛke ſutch miſchicfe to her owne childe, Foz as JF was 
about to tell vou, ſhee had by her huſband one onely ſonne, 
and ſhe his owne mother miſerably mente to murther 
him, therby to bee reuenged on her huſband, © ruthleſſe 
rage, O merciles mother: haue read of a woman named 
Althea who w2ought the death of her owns ſonne Mclea- 
ger, foʒ that hee befoze had ſlaine two oz thzee of her bze- 
theren, likewiſe Agaue helped to teare in peces her own 
ſonne Penthey, fo2 that hee would not do honour to the 
god Bacchus: but foz a mother to murther, to mangle, to 
make mans meate ef her own childe beeing an innocent, 
an infant that neuer did oz thought amiſſe, who euer 
heard any thing moze monſtrous in nature, moze —_— 
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in Tirannp, oꝛ moꝛe blouddy in cruelty 2 Fo2 marke the 
manner of this murther, as her ſiſter and ſhee ſate in her 
— chaumber meditatinge of this miſcheife , in came 
tys the pꝛety elfe bee ing two oꝛ thꝛee peeres ot age, and 
ſecing his mother ſit ſadly ſay» vnto her, Mam how dat, 
why doeſt, weepe, and tooke her about the necke and kiſt 
her, ſaying J will goe call my dad to come and play with 
thee: but ſhee like a tirannous Tiger flong him from her 
ſaying : Away impe of impietp, how like thy father thou 
art, not onely in fauour, but in flattery alſo : J will make 
thee make thy Dad ſpoꝛt ſho2tly: the infant roſe againe, 
and came run dugling to her ſaying, why do you beate me 
mam, haue learned my Criſcroſſe to day ſo J haue, and 
my father ſayth hee wil buie mee a golden ceate, and then 
vou ſhannot kiſſe mee ſo you ſhannot, but this trifling da⸗ 
liance could not turne her diueliſhneſſe. But (O dzeadfull 
diede, O lamentable caſe) ſhee tooke her pꝛety babe by the 
heare of the heade, and dzew him into a pꝛiuy cozner pꝛo⸗ 
uided foz the purpoſe, and firſt cruclly cut of his harmeles 
head, then butcherly quartered his comely carkas , and 
betweene her lter and her d2efſed it in ozder of meate, 
which done, (as the cuſtome was in thoſe fealtes of Bac- 
chus) ſhee ſent fo; the kinge her huſband to ſuppe with 
her, and ſet beefoze him foz the firſt ſeruice his owne ſun. 
Who after hee had fiercely fed on his owne fleſhe,and fil- 
led his belly with his owne bowels, hee aſked fo2 his litle 
ſonne leys : the queene anſwered, why do you not ſe him? 
Jam ſare pou feele him, and as he ſtared about the cham- 
ber to haue ſeene him, out ſtept Philomela from behinde a 
cloath of Arras,and flang the childes head in the fathcrs 
face; wherby hee knew what banquet hee had bene bid 
to, and ſo ſoone as his ſences were come to him, which 
that ſower ſight had taken away, hee dꝛew his rapier and 
thought to haue offered vp the bloud of his wife and her 
ſiter foz a ſacrifice vnto his ſonne, but they fled from 
him, and as Quid repozteth were * into 8 — 
10 ning 
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ninge they were not wozthy humaine ſhape oz the vſe of 
reaſon, which were-ſutch cruell monſters altogether de⸗ 
uoyd of ruth and reaſon. Jt were hard here gentlewoman 
fo: you to giue ſentence, who moze offended of the huſ- 
band oz the wife, ſeeing the doinges of both the one and 
the other nere in the higheſt degree of diucliſhneſſe, ſuch 
vnbzidled luſt and beaſtly cruelty in him, ſutch monſte⸗ 
rous miſchiefe and murther in her, in him ſutch treaſon, 
in her ſutch trechery, in him ſutch kalſeneſſe, in her ſutch 
furiouſneſle, in him ſutch deuiliſh deſire , in her ſutch re⸗ 
uengful ire, in him ſutch helliſh heat, in her ſutch haggiſh 
hate, that J thinke chem both wozthy to ber condemned 
to the moſt botomles pit in Bell. 
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GE RMANIC V $a younge Gentleman of ſmall liuyngy 
1 of the kin, and in the court of Octaulan the — 


cummyng amorous of the _ A $"ippinethrough great 
roug 


ſute getteth her to wife: and his valiencie win» 
neth co bee proclaymed heyre apparant to the Empyre, 
Whoſe ſtate Tiberius his cuſin enuying,diſpatcheth him 
—— with poyſon : and Agrippine for greif therof refu- 
- — ſuſtenance, moſt miſerabſy famiſheth het 
* . | 


Te Aſtronomers are of this opinion that the Planets 

haue pꝛeheminente ouer vs, and that the Starres ftir 
vs vp to all our enterpꝛiſes, but à am rather ſetled int 
this ſentence that not the Planets but our paſſions haue 
the cheife place in vs, and that our owne defires not ths 
deſtines dꝛyue vs to all our doynges: whiche opinion 1 
may iuſtiſie by the example of a Oentleman named Ger. 
manicus, whoſe foztune, neither the Fates fixed neither 
the Planets planted, neither the Starres (fir — 
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the deffines dꝛaue, neither the Skies cauſed , but firft his 
owne fonde fancie framed,and then his owne ambitious 
deſire finiſhed as by the ſequele of this Vyſo2te you ſhalt 
ſ&, Fo2 this Gentleman Germanicus frequentynge the 
court of Octauian the Cmperour,chaunced to fire his eyes 
on the face of a noble Gentlewoman named Agrippina, 
the daughter of M. Agrippa, and as the Pouſe mumpeth- 
ſo longe at the bayte,that at length ſhe is taken in trap, ſo 

bee bit ſo longe at the bayte of her beutie , that at length 
hee was caught in Cupids ſnare:and on a time as ſhee was 

at Carves in the Pzeſence chamber, this youth ſtode ſta- 
ryng in her face in a great ſtuddy, which ſhe perte iuynge 
to b2zyng him out of his ſtuddy, pꝛayed him to reache her a 

boale of Myne which ſtode vppon a Cupboozd by:and as 

bee app2oched therewith to the place of her pꝛeſence, his 

ſences were ſo rauiſhed with the ſight of her ſweate face; 

that hee let the boale fall foozth of his handes : and reti⸗ 

ryng backe with ſeemly ſhamefaftneſſe, went foz moze, 

and beetng come ther with ſher thanked him foz his paines 

ſaying, I pzay God that fall of the MA ne hinder not my 

winnyng and bꝛyng mee ill lucke, foꝛ J know many that 

ronnotaway to haue Salt , oz Dꝛinke, oz any ſutch like 

thynge fall towardes them, 

Madame ſaith Germanicus J haue often heard it diſ⸗ 
puted in ſchooles that ſutch as the cauſe of euery thing is, 
ſutch wilbe the effect, and ſer yng the cauſe of this chaunce 
was good, J doubt not but the effect wil folow acco2dyng- 
ty: and if any euill do inſue therof truſt it wilt light on 
my head thꝛough whoſe negligence it happened, Agrip, 
anſwered, As J know not the tauſe, ſo J feare not the 
effect greatty,and in deed as you ſay hethervnto you haue 
had the wozſt of it, foꝛ that thereby vou haue been put to 
double paynes, 

If that bee all (ſaith her) rather then it ſhalber ſayd any 
enill to haue inſued of this chaunce, J will perſwade my 
ſelle that euery payne whiche you ſhall put mee — 
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double delight and treble plcaſure vnto mee. You muff 
vſe(ſayth ſhee then) great cloquence to pour ſcife to per- 
ſwade you to ſutch an impoſſibility. Dh if it pleaſe you 
(ſayth hee) there is an ozatour which of late hath taken 
vp his dwelling within mee, who hath eloquence to per⸗ 
ſwade mee to a far greater matter then this. 

If (ſayth ſhee) hee perſwade you to thinges no moze 
behoufeful foz your ſelfe then this, if you follow my couns 
ſaple, you ſhall not giue him houſe roome long. Padame 
(ſayth hee) it is an aſſured ſigne of a free and freendly 
minde to giue good counſaple, but it is harde foz one in 
bondage and out of his owne poſſeſſion to followe it. Foz 
what knoweth pour honour whether her haue already tas 
ken intire poſſeſſion of the houſe wherin he is, which if 
it bee ſo, what wit is able to deuiſe a wzit to remoue him 
from thence? If fir (ſayth ſher) her entred by o2der of law 
and payd you truely fo2 it, it is reaſon he iniop it, marie 
your folly was greate to retaine ſutch a tenant, but if bee 
intruded himſelfe by fozce you may lawfully extrude hin 
by ſtrength. 

In derde ( ſayth her) her entred vi et armis fozcibly , but 
after vpon certaine parlance paſſed betwæne vs, A was 
content her ſhould remaine in peacible poſſeſſion : marie 
bee hath payd mee nothinge yet, but hee pzomiſeth ſo 
frankely that if the perfourmance follow, a houſe with 
beames of beaten golde, and pillers of pzecious ſtones 
will not counteruaile the pꝛice of it: pea if J were placed 
in quiet poſſeſſion therof J would thinke my ſelf ritcher, 
A wil not ſay then the @mperour,but which is moſt then 
god bim ſelfe who poſſeſſeth heauen and earth: and as 
the hope of obtayning the cffece of that pꝛomiſe, heaueth 
mee vp to heauen,ſo the doubt to bec deceiued therof dꝛi⸗ 
ueth mee downe fo hell. 

And what ioyly fellow ( ſayth ſhec) is this that pꝛomi⸗ 
ſeth ſo frankely, will he not pꝛomiſe golden hils and pers 
fourme durty dales? Would to god(ſayth hee) your * 
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ly ſelfe were ſo well acquainted with him as J am, then 
would J make pou iudge of the woꝛthyneſſe of the thinge 
bee bath pzomiſed,fo2 that you know the godnes thereof 
none betterz The lady ſmellinge the dzift of his deui⸗ 
ſes, and ſeeinge the ende of his talke ſeemed to tend to 
loue and that touching her owne ſelfe,thought not god to 
dzaw on their diſcourſe any longer, but concluded with 
this anſwere, 

As J am altogether ignozant what your obſcure talke 
meaneth, ſo care I not to bee acquainted with any ſutch 
companion as pour Landlo2d is, fo; ſo methinkes by you 
I may moze fitly call him, then terme him pour tenaunt: 
and ſo departed away into her lodginge :Germanicus likes 
wiſe his Pilteris beeing gone gat him to his chamber to 
entertaine his amarous conceites and be ing alone bzake 
fozth into theſe woꝛdes. 

D friendly foztune if continually hereafter thou furt- 
ouſly frowne vpon mee, pet ſhall J all the dayes of my life 
count my ſelfe bound vnto thee fo2 the onely pleaſurs 
which this day thou haſt done mee, in giuinge mee occaſi- 
on of talke with ber, whoſe aungels voice made ſutch 
heauenly harmony to my heauy heart, that where befoze 
it was plunged in perplerity, it is now placed in felicity, 
and where befoze it was oppꝛeſſed with care, it is nowe 
refreſhed with comfozt . Pea euery louely lokes of her is 
able to cure mee if I were in moſt deepe diſtres of moſte 
daungerous diſeaſe, euery ſweete woꝛd pꝛoceeding from 
her ſugred lips, is of foꝛce to fetch mee from death to life, 
But alas how true do J trie that ſaying, that euery tom; 
modity hath a diſcommodity annexed vnto it, how doth 
the remembꝛaunte of this ioy, put mee in minde of the 
annoy which the loſe of this delight will pzocure mee? 
Pea it maketh all my ſences ſhake to thinke , that ſome 
other ſhall inioy her moze wozthy of her then my ſelfe: 
and yet who in this court, nay in all Chꝛiſtendome, nay 
in the whole wozlde is wo zthy 8 a 
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thee ſhall neuer haue any. And ſhall J then beeing but a 
pooꝛe gentleman ſecke to inũnuate my ſelfe in place ſo 
high? Shall J by my rude attempt purchaſe at leaſt the 
diſpleaſure of her friendes and parentes,and perchaunce 
hers alſo, whom to diſpleaſe would be no leſſe diſpleaſant 
vnto mee then death? Alas and mult loue needes ber re- 
warded with hate 2 Buſt curteſy nedes bee counteruay- 
led with crueltie? Puſt godwil needes be returned with 
diſpleaſure: s it poſſible Þ bounti ſhould not abide where 
beaty doth abofid, x that curteſy ſhould not accompany her 
comlineſe:Pes J am ſure at the leaſt ſhe wil ſuffer me to 
loue her, though her pounge peeres 8 high eſtate will not 
ſuffer her to loue mee:+ though ſher will not accept me fo 
huſband, yet J am ſure ſhee will not reiece me foz ſer⸗ 
uaunt : and though ſhee will not receiue my ſeruice, pet 
I dbubt not but ſhee will courteouſiy take the tendzinge 
therof vnto her. And touchinge her parentes diſpleaſure, 
what care J to pꝛocure the ill will of the whole wozld , ſo 
I may purchaſe her god will. Yea if J ſhould ſpend the 
molt pꝛecious bloud in my body in the purſuite of fo pere- 
les a pece,J would count it as welbeſtowed as if it were 
ſhed in the quarrell of god my pzince oꝛ country. Foz ſhee 
is the goddeſſe whom J wil honour with denotion, ſhee is 
the pꝛince whom J will obey with duty, ſhee is the coun- 
try in whoſe cauſe and quarrell 7 will ſpend life, lining, 
and all that J haue. Neither is there match cauſe why 
her friendes ſhould ſtoꝛme much at the matter,fo2 though 


my lands t reuenewes are not great, vet am Jof þ bloud- 


ropall,+ nere kinſman to themperonr, who wil not ſuffer 
me to want any thing pertayning to my eſtate g degree. 
Why Aleranc,a youth like my ſelf, pzaciſed the mightie 
emperour Ocho his daughter g darling Adaleſia, ſtole her 
away t married her, and do J ſticke to attempt the like w 
one of far meaner eſtate, though of far moꝛe woꝛthineſſe⸗ 
And though frowning foztune toſſed him foz a while in þ 
tems 


haue any vntill ſhe haue one wozthy of her euery way, 
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tempeſtious ſeas of aduerſiti,yet at $ length he arriued at 
the hauen of happy eſtate, and was reconciled to the god 
grace and fauour of the Emperour againe. And though at 
the firſt my ſhip be ſhaken with angry blaſtes, yet in time 
I doubt not but to bee ſafely landed on the ſhoze,and haue 
my Mare of that which the ſhow2es of ſh;oad foztune ſhall 
keepe mee from. Yee is not wozthy to ſucke the ſweete - 
who hath not firſt ſauo2zed the ſower . And as the beauty 
of a faire woman beeing placed by a foule , blaſeth moze 
bzightly, ſo eche toy is made moze pleaſant by firſt taſting 
ſome ſower ſops of ſozrow, Did not the perill which Le- 
ander ventred in the ſea, and the paine which hee tooke 
in ſwimming, make his arriuall to the hauen of his hea- 
uenly Hero moze happy and pleaſaunt 2 Yes no doubt of 
it, foꝛ beſides the feelinge of the pꝛeſent pleaſure, the res 
memberance of the perill paſt delighteth . 1Beeſides that 
by how mutch moꝛe a man hazardeth him ſelfe foz his 
miſteris ſake,by ſo mutch the moze hee manifeſteth the 
conſtancy of his loue , and meriteth mede at her handes 
the moze wozthily. This ſaying alſo is no leſſe tried then 
true that foʒtune euer fauoureth the valiaunt, and things 
the moze hard the moze haughty, higb, and heauenly:nei⸗ 
ther is any thing hard to bee accompliſhed by him which 
hardily enterpꝛiſeth it. 

With theſe and ſutch like ſayinges incouraginge him 


ſelf, hee purpoſed to purſue his purpoſe, and failed not dai⸗ 


ly to attend vpon his iſteris withal dutie and diligence 
and ſought all occaſions hee could to let her vnderſtande 
his loyall loue and great god wyll towardes her, which 
the perceiuing diſtayned not acknowledge by her amia- 
ble and curtuous countinaunce towards him, wherewith 
he belde himſelfe as well ſatiſfied.as if he bad bene made 
Ponarche of the whole woꝛld. And though he were often 
determined in woozdes to pꝛeſent his ſute vnto her, vet 
when it came to the poynt he ſhoulde hane ſpoken,feare 


een her altogether mee his purpoſe, and 


y made 
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made him mute in the matter he minded to vtter, but at 
length perceiuing that delay bzed danger, fo; that ſhe had 
many other ſuters, and feeling by experience, that as fire 
the moze it is kept downe, the moze it flameth vp, ſo loue 
the moze he ſought to ſuppꝛeſſe him, the moꝛe fiery fozces 
he erpzeſſed within him, he began to ſet feare aſide and 
to fozce a ſupplye of courage in his faint harte, and ſeeing 
his Miſteris ſit in the pꝛeſence alone, he entred into rea; 
ſoning with her in this manner, 
Madame foz that J ſee you without company Jam the 
bolder to pꝛeſume to pꝛeate in place, wherof though J be 
altogether vnwozthy, vet am J altogether willing to ſup- 
plye it, andifmy companie may content you as well as 
pour ſight ſatiſfieth mee, J doubte not but you will ac- 
cept it in god part: and ſo mutch the leſſe J hope my com- 
pany ſhalbe comberſome vnto you, fo2 that you are buſted 
about nothing wherto my pzeſence may be pꝛeiudiciall. 
And verely when J conſider the common courte of life 
which your ſweete ſelf, and other maides of your eſtate 
leade, methinkes it is altogether like the ſpendinge of 
ponr time at this pꝛeſent, which is with pour leaue ber 
it ſpoken, idly, tnfruitcfully without pleaſure oz p2ofit, 
and if my credite were ſutch with you to crane credite 
foz that which J ſhall ſpeake, J would not doubt but fo 
perſwade you to another trade of life moe commendable 
in the wozld , mozc honourable amongeſt all men, and 
moꝛe acceptable in the ſight of god, Fo2 beleene me J pi⸗ 

- tynothing moze then virgins vaine piety, who thinke 
they merit meede fo; liuinge chaſtly, when in deede they 
deſerue blame fo2 ſpending their time waſtly, 

Sir (ſayth wee) as your company contenteth me wel 
inough, ſo pour talke liketh mee but a litle, fo2 though A 
muſt conteſſe J fit at this pꝛeſent without doinge any 
thinge, vet in my fancie it is better to bir idle, then ill 

imploped, as your ſelfe are now in repꝛehendinge that 
fate of life, which extelleth all other as far as the ſunne 
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doth a ſtarre, oz light darkeneNe,and wherin J meane 
foz my part to paſſe the pilgrimage of this my ſhoꝛt life, 
if either god diſpoſe mee not, 02 my friendes fozce mee 
not to the contrary. 

God fozbid(Padame ſaith he) vou ſhonld continue your 
time in any ſuch trifling trade of lyfe, which indeede is 
to be counted no lyfe at all, as the Grectan Ladies moſt 
truly teſtyſie, who (as Homer repozteth) count their age 
from the time of their marriage, not from the day of their 
birth: and if they be demaunyed how olde they be. they 
begin to recken from their mariage end ſo anſwer accoz- 
dingly. Foz then onely (ſay they) we begin to line, when 
we haue a houſe to gouerne, and may commaunde ouer 
our childꝛen and ſeruants. 

Tulh(ſaith the Lady)this is but the ſentence and p30- 
per opinion of one peculyer people, who perchaunce by 
the nature of their country, oz otherwiſe arc moze deſie⸗ 
rus of huſbands then other, neither is it any moze reaſon 
that we ould be tied to their example, the they be bound 
to follow our virgin Veſtals oz other, who conſume the 
whole courſe of their life wout contaminating their coꝛps 
with the company of men. Nay rather ( ſayth he) with» 
out reteiuyng their perfection from men, accoꝛding to the 
opinion of Ariſtotle. But Madame A did not pꝛoduce that 
example as neceſſary fo; all to follow , but as pꝛobable to 
pꝛoue and ſhew, what courſe a count they made of virgi- 
nitie, which you ſo highly eſteeme of. But to leaue perti⸗ 
tuler opinions, and come to generall conſtitutions and 
tuſtomes, A meane both naturall, humaine and deuine 
lawes, and vou ſhall ſee them all to make agaynſt you, 
And firſt if vou conſider natures lawes, which in the doo- 
pnges of creatures without reaſon are playnly ſet downe 
you ſhall ſ& no lining wight in the vninerſall wozld, but 
that ſo ſone as by age they are apt therto,apply themſel- 
nes to that life whereby their kinde may bee conſerued 
and number increaſed, Behold the high inge Faulcon 

O u which 
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which ſoareth ſa high in the ayze that a man would think 
ſhe would ſtoope to neither Lure noz luſt, yet ſhee is no 
ſoner an entermuer o2 at the fardeſt a white Hauke, but 
that of her owne actoꝛde ſhee commeth to the call of the 
taſſell gentle her make.Likewiſe the Doe which flingeth 
ſo freely aboute the woddes as though ſher made no ac⸗ 
count of the male, yet thee is no ſoner a ſozes ſiſter, but 
that thee ſ&kes the ſociety of the bucke . Yea if it would 


pleaſe your ſemely ſelfe to enter into the conſideration - 


of pour owne nature, oz if your curteſp would accounte 
mee wozthy to haue the examination of pour ſecrete 
thoughtes, J doubt not but you would canfeſſe your ſelfe 
to flee a firy fozce of that naturall inclination which is in 
other creatures, which being ſo you muſt graunt to deale 
vnnaturall in reſiſting that naturall motion which can⸗ 
not ber ill oꝛ idle, bicauſe nature hath planted it in you : 
fo2 God and nature do nothinge vainely oz vily. And in 
that ſome doe amiſle in rebellinge againſt nature, their 
owne ſcrupulous niceneſſe is the cauſe , when they will 
lay on them ſelues heauier burdens then they are able to 
beare, and refuſe to beare thoſe burthens whiche nature 
bath appointed them to beare : which are but light. 
What talke you ſir (ſayth ſhee)ſo mutch of nature and 
of creatures without reaſon,as though wee ought to fol- 
low either the inſl ina ofthe one, either the example of 
the other. J haue bene alwayes taught that reaſon is the 
rule to dired our doinges by, and that wee ought to laye 
befoze vs the actions of creatures indued with reaſon to 
follow and imitate . Foz if you ſticke ſo ſtrialy to the ex⸗ 
ample of reaſonles creatures, vou ſhould vſe the company 
of women but once oz twice at the moſte in the yeere , as 
molt of them do, with their females, whereto Fam ſure 
you would bee loth to bee tied, 
Padame(ſayth hee) a gentlewoman of this citie 
anſwerd this obiction alredy foz me, Why then(ſaith ſhe 
wil you condemne their doings in ſome pointes, 4 — 
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them foz paternes to bee pꝛactiſed by in otherſome? 

Pea why not (ſayth her) other wiſe you might general⸗ 
ly take exception againſt the example of men, fo2 that 
ſome men in ſome matters do amiſſe , The good euer is 
to bee vſed, and the ill refuſed, But to come to the doings 
of men which pou ſ&me to deſire , doth not euery man ſo 
ſoone as his daughter is arriued fo ripe peres, trauell to 
beſtow her in mariage, wherby ſhe may inioy the fruits 
of loue, t participate with the pleaſures incident to that 
eſtate: wherby they plainly ſhew that the cauſe why they 
begot them with pleaſure, and bzing them vp with pain, 
is to haue them enter into that trade of like, wherin not 
only them ſelues may liue happily abounding in all plea⸗ 
ſure, but alſa by the fertill fruite of their body, make their 
moꝛtall parentes immoꝛ tall: that when they with age 
ſhalbe waſted and withered away the ſeede of their ſcede 
may begin grenelp to grow and flowziſhingly to ſpzing, 
eat comfozt of both the father and daughter. Foz 
what pleaſure the graundfather takes in the ſpoꝛtinge 
of his pꝛoper daughters pꝛety childꝛen, I thinke 
you partly vnderſtid, and what delight the mother takes 
in the topes ol her litle ſonne, vou ſone ſhall perfectly 
perceiue,if it pleaſe you friendly to followe the friendly 
counſaple which J frankely pꝛeache vnto you, Foz do you 
thinke if virginity were of ſutch vertue , that parentes 
would not rather paine them ſelues to kepe their deare 
daughters modeſt maides, then ſtraine them ſelues and 
their ſubſfance fo ioyne them in Iunos ſacred bond? Pes 
perſwade pour ſwefe ſelfe if your mother were ſo per⸗ 
ſwaded ſhe would rather locke you vp cloſe in her cloſet, 
then ſuffer any to injoy the ſoueraigne ſight of your beu⸗ 
ty, oꝛ once aſpire to your ſpeche whereby pou might bee 
perſwaded to ſome other kinde of life, But ſhe experien⸗ 
ted by peres knoweth beſt what is beſt fo2 pour behoufe 
and would pou ſhould followe her example and make no 


conſcience to loſe that which ſh& her ſclf hath loſt, — 
extep 
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except ſhe had loſt war had loſt ſo rare a Jewell as your 
ſemely ſelfe are, with what a loſſe it had bene to my 
ſelf x dare not ſay leſt you count verity vanity,and truth 
trifl:ng and flattery. But to our purpoſe, vou perceiue as 
I ſayd your parentes pleaſed with the acceſſe of gentle- 
men vnto pou, wherby you may concetue their minde is 
vou ſhould accept ſutch ſeruice as they p2ofer , and per- 
take with thoſe pleaſures which they pzefer vnto you. 

Why ſir (ſayth ſhe) you altogether miſtake the mea- 
ning of men in this matter,foz when fathers tider mari- 
ages to their daughters, it is not foz any minde they haue 
to haue them maried, but onely fo; feare leaſt they ſhould 
fall to folly otherwayes,foz knowing the fickle fraitlenefſe 
of ypouth,and our p;ocliapty to pzauity and wickedneſſe, 
they pꝛouide vs mariages to pꝛeuent miſchiefes : and ſ&- 
inge of euils the leaſt is to bee choſen,they count mariage 
a leſſe euill then lightneCe of our life and berhauiour. 

Alas good Pavdame(ſaith he) why do you ſo mutch pꝛo⸗ 
phane the holy ſtate of wedlocke, as to count it in num⸗ 
ber of cuils,wheras the goddes themſelues haue entred 
into that fate, where as Pzinces pleaſantly paſſe their 
time ther in, whereas by it only mankinde is pꝛeſerued, 
and amitie and loue amongſt men conſerued, of the woz⸗ 
thineſſe wherof Jam not wozthy to open my lippes. 

Sir (ſaith ſhe) J ſpeake it not of my ſelf, but accozding 
to the opinion of the moſt wiſc and learned Philoſophers 
that euer liued,amongeſt whom one Aminius ſo mutche 
milliked of Parriage, that beeyng demaunded why hee 
would not marrie,anſwered,becauſe there were ſo ma⸗ 
nie inconueniences incident to that eſtate, that the leaſt 
of them is able to lea a thouſande men. 

Why Padame(ſaith hee) you mult conſider there is 
nothyng in this moztall life ſo abſolutely good and perfect 
but that there bee inconuemtences as well, as commodt- 
ties incurred therby : by that reaſon you may take the 
Duune out of the wozld foz that it parcheth the ſummers 
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greene , and blaſteth away the beutie of thoſe that blaze 
their face therin, But to leaue naturall x humaine lawes 
and come to the deuine pꝛecepts pꝛoceedyng from Gods 
owne mouth: doth not God ſay it is not good foz man to 
line alone, and therefoze made Eue foz an helper and com⸗ 
fozter : Likewiſe in diuers places of Scripture he doth 
not only commend Parriage to vs, ſaping, Parriage and 
the bed vndefiled are honourable, but alſo commaundeth 
vs to it, ſaying: you ſhall foʒſake Father and Pother and 
follow pour wiues, 

Why ſir(ſaith ſhee) and doth not God ſap it is good fo: 
man not to touche a woman, and if thou bee vnmarried 
remayne ſo, But why alleadge you not this text, it is 
better to marrie then to burn, wherby is playnly ſhewed 
that Marriage is but a meane to medicine the burnynge 
in concupiſcence and luſt, and as J ſayd beefoze of two e⸗ 
uils the leaſt, and therfoze pzeferred. But becauſe wee 
bee entred into deuine miſteries, J could refer pou to a 
place bf ſcripture, where it is repozted that in Heauen 
Uirgins cheeifly ſerue God and ſet fooꝛth his glozie, And 
Mahamet the great Zurke(who was in heauen ) ſaith he 
ſaw there Uirgins , who if they iſſued foo2th of Heauen 
would lighten the whole wozlde with their b2ightneſſe, 
and if they chaunced to ſpit into the ſea,they would make 
the whole water as ſweet as Yonie , but here is no mens 
tion of married folke. 

Belike (ſaith hee)thoſe Uy:gins bee like your ſelf, and 
then no mernayle though God be delighted with the ſight 
of them, whiche perchaunce is the cauſe hee hath them in 
Peauen to attend vpon him, as firſt Heue and after Ga- 
nymedes did vpon Jupiter, But generally of women the 
ſcripture ſapth that by bzinginge foꝛth of childꝛen they 
ſhalbe ſaued and iniop a place in heauen, which muſt bee 
by mariage if honeſtly, But bicauſe q am perſwaded that 
it isonely fo argument ſake that yon diſalow mariage, 
and that pou pꝛetend otherwiſe in 4306 "0 you — 
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todo in woꝛkes, Jam content to giue you the honour of 
the fielde,and thus far to peelde my conſent to pour opi⸗ 
nion, that virginity conſidered of it owne nature ſimply 
without circumſtance is better then atrimonp, but bt- 
cauſe the one is full of perill, the other full of pleaſure, 
the one full of iepardy, the other full ofſecurity , the one 
as rare as the blacke ſwan, the other as common as the 
blacke crow, of good thinges J thinke the moze common 
the moze commendable, 

If (ſayth ſher) J haue gotten any conqueſt hereby J 
am to thanke mine own cauſe not your curteſy who peld 
when pou are able to ſtand no longer in defence, 

Nay Padame ſay not ſo (ſayth he) fo2 in that very 
pelding to your opinion, J pzoued mariage better then 
virginity foz that is moze common: neither would J 
haue vou turne my ſcilence in this matter, into lacke of 
ſcience and knowledge, oꝛ repꝛehend me if J ſpare to in⸗ 
fozce further pꝛoufe in a matter ſufficiently pꝛooued al- 
ready, no moze then you would rebuke a Spanniel which 
teaſeth to hunt when he ſ&th the Hauke ſeazed on the 
Partridge, But you may meruaile madame what is the 
cauſe that maketh me perſwade vou thus earneſtly to 
mariage, which as mine owne vnwozthineſſe willeth 
mee to hide, ſo your incomparable curteſy incourageth 
me to diſcloſe, which maketh mer thinke that it is no ſmal 
cauſe which can make you greatelp offended with him 
who beareth you great godwil, and that what ſute ſoeuer 
A ſhal pzefer vnto vou, you wil either graunt it oꝛ foꝛgiue 
it, pardon it oz pitie it, Zherfoze may it pleaſe you to vn- 
derſtand p ſince not long ſince J toke large view of your 
vertue and beauty,my hart hath beenc ſo inflamed with 
the bꝛight beames therof,that nothing is able to quenche 
it, but the water which lowethfrom the fountayne that 
firſt infected mee, and if pity may ſo mutch pꝛeuaile with 
pou as to accept me, I dare not ſay foz your huſband, but 
fo; your laue and ſeruaunt, aſſure pour ſelfe there ſhall 
no 
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no doubt of daunger dꝛiue mee from my duty towardes 
you, neither ſhall any Lady what ſoeuer haue moze cauſe 
to reiopce in the choice of her ſeruaunt then your ſelfe 
hall, foꝛ that J ſhall account my life no longer pleaſaunt 
vnto mee then it ſhall be imploped in pour ſeruice. 

Agrippina dying her lily ch&kes with Vermilion red, 
and caſtinge her eies on the grounde gaue him this an⸗ 
were. 

As Jam to pteld yon thankes fo2 your godwill, ſo am 
IJ not to ye&ld conſent to your requeſt, fo2 that J neither 
minde fo marry,neither thinke my ſelf wozthy to retain 
any ſutch ſeruaunt: but if J were diſpoled to receiue you 
any way, 1 thinke the beſt manner meane inough foz 
your wo2thyneſle, 

Immediatlp here vpon there came company vnto 
them which made them bzake of their talke, and Agrip- 

ina being got into her chamber began to thinke on the 

ute made vnto her by Germanicus, and by this time Cu- 
pid had ſo cunningly carued and ingraued the Jdoll of his 
perſon and beehautour in her heart, that ſhe thought him 
wozthy of a far moze wozthy wife then her ſelfe : and 
perſwadinge her ſelfe hy his wooꝛdes and lokes that his 
lone was loyall without luſt, true without triflinge , and 
faythfull without faygninge,ſhee determined to accept it 
ik her parentes would giue their conſent therto. Now 
Germanicus nothinge diſmayed with her fozmer deniall 
fo; that it had a curteous cloſe , ſo ſone as opoztunity ſer⸗ 
ued, ſet on ber againe in this ſozt. 

Now Padame you haue conſidered my caſe at leaſurs 
J truſt it will ſtand with pour good pleaſure to make mee 
a mo2e comfoztable anſwere. 

JI beeſeech you ſir (ſayth ſhee) to reſt ſatiſfied with my 
fozmer anſwere, foꝛ other as pet Jam not able to make 
you, 

Alas Padame (ſayth he) the extremity of my paſſion 
will not ſuffer long pꝛolonginge of —_—_— » wherfoze 
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I humbly beſeech you pꝛeſentlꝑ to paſſe your ſentence ei⸗ 
ther of bale oz bliſſe,of ſaluation oz damnatton , of life oz 
death: foz if the heauens haue conſpired my confuſion, 
and that you meane rigozoufly to reiecte my good will, A 
meane not long to remaine aliue to trouble you with any 
tedious ſute , foz J account it as good reaſon to honour 
vou with the ſacrifice of my death, as J haue thought it 
tonuenient to beſtow vpon pou the ſeruice of my like. 

Alas ſir (ſayth ſher) this ieſt ing is nothing toyfull vnto 
me , and J pꝛay vou vſe no moze of it foz the remembe⸗ 
raunce of that which you ſpeake of in ſpozte, maketh mit 
fele the fozce therof in god erneſt: fo; a thonſand deaths 
at once can not bee ſo dꝛeadtul vnto mee, as once to thinks 
A ſhould liue to pꝛocure the death of any ſutch as you are. 

If ſayth her you count my woꝛdes ſpozte, ieſt and dali⸗ 
ance, aſſure pour ſelfe it is ſpozt without pleaſure, ieſte 
without toy, and daliance without delight, as trac of time 
ſhall hoztly try foʒ true. But if you lone not to heare of 
my death, why like vou not to giue mee life , whiche you 
may do only by the conſent of your god will. 

Why ſir (ſayth ſhee) you know my confent conſiſteth 
not in my ſelfe but in my parents to whom J owe both 
awe and honour : therfoze it behoucth you firſt to ſ&ke 
their conſent. 

Why Padame (ſayth her) hall J make moze account 
of the meaner partes then of the heade, you are the heade 
and cheife in this choice, and therfoze let me retetue one 
god woꝛde of pour god wil, and then let heauen and earth 
do their wozff, It is not the coine,countenance,o2 cre⸗ 
dite of your parentes that J purſue foz to winne, ſutch 
wealth as your god will, J could bee content to leade a 

poꝛe life all the dayes of my life, ſo that you be maintay⸗ 
ned accoꝛding to your will and wozthineſſe, 

TWreil(ſaith he)ſeing J am the only marke you ſhat 
at, aſſay by all the meanes you may to get my freindes 
god uu ill, and if you leuell any thinge ſtrait pou ſhall — 
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mille mee. 

Germanicus dpon this p2ocured the Emperours let- 
ters to her father in his beehalfe , who hauinge peruſed 
thoſe letters ſayd hæ truſted the Emperour would giue 
him leaue to diſpoſe of his owne accozdinge to his owne 
pleaſure,and that his daughter was to nere and dere vn- 
to him, to ſee her caſt away vpon one, who fo: lacke of 
peeres wanted wiſdome to gouerne her, and fo; lacke of 
landes, liupng to maintaine her: and calling bis daugh⸗ 
— beefoze him, her bergan to expoſtulate with her in this 

2te. 

Daughter, J euer here tofoze thought you would haue 
been a ſolace and comfozt to my olde pres, and the pꝛo⸗ 
longer of my life, but now J ſe you will increaſe my hoa- 
rie heares and bee the haſtner of my death, Doeth the 
tender care,the careful charge,and chargeable coſt which 
A baue euer vſedin bꝛingyng vou bp deſerne this at your 
bandes that you ſhould paſſe a graunt of our goodwill in 
marriage without my conſent? Is the pietie towardes 
pour parents, and the dutie of a daughter towardes her 
father ſo vtterly foꝛgotten, that vou will pzefer the loue 
of an vnth2ift befoze my diſpleaſure , t to pleaſe him care 
not to diſpleaſe your parentes, who trauayle to beſtow 
pou with one wozthy your eſtate and ours? No neuer 
thinke Germanicus ſhall inioy you with my goodwill,noz 
—— — mee foz pour father if you graunt him your 


na hearing this cruell concluſion of her father, 
with e countenance and tremblynge tounge, fra- 
med her anſwer in this fourme. 

I beeſeche you god father not to thinke mee ſo grate⸗ 
leſſe a child as once to thinke , mutchleſſe to do any thing 
whiche may heape pour heauineſſe oz haſten your death, 
the leaſt of whiche two, would ber moze bitter vnto mee 
then death, Foz if it pleaſe you to vnderſtande, J haue 
not graunted my good will to any * your —_ 
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bee gotten therto. Neither haue J, as you ſay, pzeferred 
the loue of an vnthꝛift berfoꝛe pour diſpleaſare, but as J 
cannot let that noble gentleman Germanicus to loue mee, 
ſo can J not, to confeſſe the truth, but loue him: mary in 
hart only, foꝛ my body as vou gaue it me ſo ſhall vou diſ- 
poſe of it: and as J faithfully pzomiſe you by the loue 
which of dutie J owe pou, that J will neuer haue any to 
buſbanoe without your good will, ſo J humbly beſeche 
pou foz the affection which by nature you beare me, that 
vou will neuer fo:ce mee to any without my good will. 
Fo2 if fo the tranſitozie life you haue giuen me, vou 
make mee pay ſo derely as to bee linked with one agaynſt 
my likyng , A muſt needes count it a hard pennywoꝛthe, 
and well may J wich that J had neuer bene bozne. Þ 
beeſeche you ſir conſider the inconueniences alwayes in⸗ 
cident to thoſe marriages , where there is moze reſpect 
of money then of the man,of honours then of honeſtie, of 
goods then of good will of the parties eche to other. 
What ſtrife, what iarres, what debate at bed + at bourd, 
at home and ab2oade,aboute this about that, neuer quiet · 
neſſe with contentation,nencr merry countenance with⸗ 
out counterfaityng, neuer loupng deedes without diſſems 
blyng. And whence but from this rotten rote ſpꝛingeth 
ſo many diſhoneſt women, ſo many ill liupng men? Is if 
not the lothyng of neuer liked lips that maketh women 
ſtray from they2 huſbandes to ſtraungers?- And is it not 
either the difference of yeeres, either p diucrſitie of man⸗ 
ners, oꝛ diſagreement of natures , that maketh the huſ- 
band fozſake bis wife and follow other women: And 
where are any of theſe differences oz in equalities bees 
tween the married, but where the fozce of freendes not 
liberty of loue linketh them together? Theſe thinges by 
pour wiſdome conſidered, J truft as vou reſtraine mee 
from one whom 7 loue, ſo you will not conſtraine mee to 
any whom I loue not. In ſo doing doubt you not but you 
ſhall finde in mee modeſty merte foz a maide , —_—_ 
02 
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fo: a virgin, duty meet fo2 a daughter, obedience fit fo: a 
childe . Ver father hauing mildly heard her modeſt falke, 
tolde her hee ment not to foꝛte her to any, but would pꝛo⸗ 
uide her a huſband whom hee doubted not ſhould like ber 
better euery way then Germanicus did, and therfoze wil- 
led her to put out of her minde the likeinge ſhee had cons 
teiued of him, and ſo gaue hir leaue to depart, And bering 
in her chamber ſhee began to deuiſe all the mcanes thee 
could to roote out of her heart the lone ſhee bare Germani- 
cus: and aſſone reuoked to her memoꝛy his lacke of liuing 
his lit le countenance and credite, aſſone her fathers diſ⸗ 
pleaſure, and her owne pꝛeferment, with many other diſ⸗ 
commodities ariſing that way, But nothing pꝛeuapled, 
fo2 as the bird caught in lime, 02 conny in hay, oꝛ deare in 
toyle, the mo2e they ſtriue the faſter they ſticke,ſo þ moꝛe 
diligently ſhee laboured to get out of the Labyrioth of loue 
the moze doubtfully was ſhee intricated therein. And as 
one climbing on high his feete fayling and he in daunger 
to fall, moze firmly faſteneth his hold then hee did befo2e: 
ſo loue ſeeinge him ſelfe ready to bee diſlodged out of her 
bꝛeaſt, tooke ſutch ſure holde and foztified him ſelfe ſo 
ſtrongly within her, that no fozce was of fo:ce to fetche 
him from thence . Which the good gentlewoman pertei⸗ 
uinge thought beſt foz her eaſe and quiet to yceld to the 
ſommonce of loue to bee diſpoſed at his pleaſure , Wher- 
in no doubte ſhe had reaſon, fo2 as the ſwifte runninge 
ſtreame if it bee not topped runneth ſmothly away with 
out noyſe, but if there bee any dam o2 locke made to ſtay 
the courſe therof, it rageth and roareth and ſwelleth a- 
boue the bankes,ſo loue if wee obay his loꝛe and peeld vn; 
to his might dealeth gently with vs and raianeth ouer vs 
like a loninge Loꝛde, but if wee withſtande his fezce and 
ſceke to ſtay the paſſage of his power, hee rageth ouer vs 
like a cruell tiraunt. Which this gentle woman as J ſayd 
perteiuinge, without any moꝛe reſiſtance determined in 
her hart to loue Germanic us only and euer. 
ä Not 
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Now Germanicus notwithſtandinge the angry lokes 
cf the father, the frowninge face of the mother, and the 
ſtrange counterfayte conntenance of the daughter, follo- 
wed his ſute ſo effectually, vſed ſutch apt perſwaſions to 
the maide, and in ſhozt time inſinuated himſelfe ſo farre 
into hir familtaritic , that her parentes lowzed not ſo 
faſt, but ſhe allured as faſt, and thought ſhe receiued 
no other contentation in the whole wozlde but in his 
company : which her parentes perceiuinge , and beſides 
dꝛeadinge the Emperours diſpleaſure, thought as god 
by their conſent to let them gor together, as by ſeueri⸗ 
tie to kepe them a ſunder whom the goddes ſeemed to 
topne together. And ſo mutch the rather they were in⸗ 
duced therto, fo; that they ſaw their daughter ſo affened 
to Germanicus, that the hearinge of any other huſbande 
was hatefull and hurtfull vnto her. And here vpon the 
mariage was concluded and conſummated : and to this 
bargaine only the fancy of Germanicus fozced him, nowe 
ſee whither his ambicious deſire dꝛaue him: fo2 beeing 
in pꝛoper poſſeſſion of his pꝛoper wife, he was not able to 
maintain her acco2ding as his pzincely minde deſired,foz 
v his owne lyuing was litle, and her parentes would not 
part w mutch, bicauſe ſhee had matched her ſelf not any 
thing to their minde : where vpon in hope of pzeferment 
and aduaunting his eſtate, he applied him ſelfec diligent⸗ 
ly to the Emperours ſeruice, and in ſhozte time with 
valiant exploptes atchiued in warre, and great wiſdome 
and diſcretion ewed in time of peace, hee wonne ſutch 
credite with the Emperour,that hee held him moſt deare 
vnto him, and cauſed him to bee pꝛoclaimed heire appa⸗ 
rent to his crowne x Empire. With which newes Ger- 
manicus congratulated his new maried wife in this ſozt. 

It is not vnknowen vato mee(dere wife)that foz my 
ſake yon haue ſomwhat ſuſtained the ill will and diſpleas 
ſure of your freendes and parentes, it is not vaknowen 
likewiſe to you that foz your ſake J haue — — 
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labour in ſeking our pzeferment and getting the Empe⸗ 
rours good will who oaly may pzefer vs:now as the one 
bath made pour life lefle pleaſant then J deſire 02 you de- 
ſerne,ſo the other Chal aduaunce our late ſo high, as your 
ſelf can wiſh,o2 J be able to wield : ſo ß the commonities 
of the one, ſhall counteruaile the inconueniences of the 
other, Foꝛ vou ſhall vnderſtand that the Emperour doth 
not only fo2 the pzeſent time pꝛouide fo me as if I were 
his owne child, but alſo fo2 the time to come hath pꝛoclai⸗ 
med moe ſole heire to his Diademe and realme. Which 
eſtate as J neuer ſought ſo mutch as in thought foz my 
ſelfe, knowing mee to bee altogether vnwoꝛthy of it, ſo J 
thinke my ſelfe moſt happy to haue aſpired therto , only 
fo: pour ſake whom J know wozthy of all the honour in 
the wozld. Foz as it would haue been a hel and hozrour to 
my hart to haue ſene you line in meaner callinge then 
vou are weozthy of, ſo will it bee a heauenly mirth to my 
minde to ſee you a pzince in ſtate as well as in ſtature 
beauty and vertue, 

Palter Germanicus (ſayth ſhee) I pꝛomiſe you by the 
loue which J beare you,fo2 greater bonde J haue not to 
confirme my wo2ds by, that it doth mee moze good to ſes 
you thus pleaſantly diſpoſed then to here þ newes which 
vou haue imparted vnto me, foꝛ th one J am ſure cannot 
hurt you, but what harms the other may pꝛocure you 1 
feare to thinke and faint to ſay, Alas my Germanicus 
are yon to know the perils which pꝛincely ſtat bzingeth, 
the falſhed in friendes, the treaſon in nobilyty,the rebel- 
lion in comminalty, the enup of the weake, the injury of 
the ſtrong. Beſides you ſee bopſtrous windes do ntolt of 
all ſhake the higheſt towers , the higher the place is the 
ſoner and ſozer is the fall, the tree is euer weakeſt to- 
wardes the top, in greateſt charge are greateſt cares, in 
largeſt ſeas are ſoꝛeſt tempeſtes, enup alwapes ſhooteth 
at high markes, and a kingdom is moꝛe eaſyty gotten 
then kept. Foz to get is the gift of foztune , but to keepe 
"9" bi is 
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is the power of pzudency and wiſdome, eſpecially where 
there bee many that catch fo: it, yea and when a man 
ſhall haue no faithfull frendes in ſauyng it. Foz Ennius 
ſaith flatly, there is no frendly oz faithfull dealinge to be 
looked fo2 at any mans handes, in matters pertapninge 
to a kingdome: and Euripides makes it in a manner laws 
full foz a kingdomes ſake to tranſgreſſe the limittes of 
law, nature, and honeſty, Which opinions J may iu⸗ 
ſtifie by many examples, as of Numitor and Amulius &c, 
who though they were naturall bꝛetheren, yet Amulius 
becinge the younger depoſed his elder bother from the 
kingdome of Rome,flue his ſonnes and made his daugh- 
ters dirgin Veſtales that they might not marry and haue 
iſſue male to ſucceede the crowne : likewiſe of Romulus 
and Remus who beeing bꝛetheren bozne at one birth, yet 
bicauſe Remus ſhould intop no part of the kingdome, Ro- 
mulus found meanes to make him away. The like is res 
po2ted of Eteocles and Polinices,of lugurth towardes Hy- 
empſal and Adherball : all which were bzetheren and by 
natures lawes moſt neerely linked together. But of o⸗ 
thers that by bloud haue not beene ſo neere, which in cas 
ſes of kingdomes haue dealt far wozſe, the examples are 
in ſtraungneſſe wonderfull, in number infinite, and in 
ſucceſſe ſo ſozowfull, that it maketh mee tolde at hart to 
confider of it. J ſpake not this my Germanicus to foze- 
fpeake you, you may inioy the Empire quietly , and ſo J 
truſt you ſhall, but Jknow not what the matter is, me- 
thinkes mp minde giues me. ſome miſchiefe will inſue 
thereof. Alas (good huſband ) was it foz my ſake vou 
ſought the Empire? Do you thinke J can not be content 
with theſta te which foꝛtune ſhal aſſigne to youzPes if it 
were to beg my bzeadfrom doze to doe as Adaleſia did 
with her Alerane, J could bee contented therwith,ſo you 
were not tozmented therewith It is you(ſweete huſ⸗ 
bande) that are the ritches which J ſerke to poſſeſſe, vou 
Mr 
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kingdome which J care foz , foz ſs longe as J may inioy 
vou, come pouerty, come meane eſtate , come ſickneſſe, 
yea come death it ſelf ſo J may die betweene your armes. 
Therefoze (good Palter Germanicus) if you followe my 
counſayle , reſigne your title to the Emperour againe 
tobeſtow on ſome that hath moze nede of it then(thanks 
bee giuen to god) wee haut: foz foz my part J thinke my 
ſelfe indued with the greateſt riches in the woꝛld, to wit 
pour perſon and mine owne contented minde . And bex- 
fides the cuils befoze reherſed incident to a kingdome 
this inconuentence is commonly incurred therby, that it 
altereth the naturc of the perſon which taketh that name 
vpon him, foꝛ honours chaung manners, and no doubt the 
diuerſity of delightes which a pꝛince poſſeeth ber but 
pꝛickes to pleaſure , inticementes to folly, and allure⸗ 
mentes to luſt, Was not Saull (I pzay you) in the begin- 
ning of his raigne a good pꝛince, but after declined to im⸗ 
piety « Salomon began his raigne godly,but afterwards 
gaue him ſelfe in pzay to women, Caligula, Nero and 
Hannibal beegan to raigne like god pꝛinces, but after the 
whole wozld was troubled with their tiranny. J could a⸗ 
ledge infinite other examples to like purpoſe , but theſe 
wal ſuffice,neither do J alledge theſe , fo2 that J feare þ 
chaunge of your good nature , but to feare you from the 
chaunge of your eſtate: and pet the better J knowe your 
nature to bee, the moze cauſe haue J to feare the altera⸗ 
tion therof. Foz freſheſt colours ſoneſt fade. ripeſt fruit 
are rifeft rotten , But to leaue the louringe lottes which 
light on high eſtate , which are moꝛe then Jam able to 
reherſe, let this requeſt take place with you, that ſeinge 
foz my ſake onely pou coueted the empire, at my ſute on- 
ly vou will foꝛgoe it againe. 

Ah(ſwet wife ſaith hee) imbꝛating her in his armes, 
what is it vnder the Sunne whiche you may not com⸗ 
maunde mee to do without deſiryng? But J beeſeche you 
L ſuffer 
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ſuffer not the tender care you hane of mer, to dep2ine you 
of the honour due to you + Foz to caſt the woꝛſte of it, 
though open enemies oz trecherous trayptours , 02 rude 
rebels ſhall ſet me beeſides my regall ſeate , and depꝛiue 
mee of like, yet ſhall you remayne a p2inceſſe, and be mat⸗ 
chcd agaypne with ſome other moze wozthy your eſtate, 
and ſo longe J care not what bertide of my ſelfe, 

Alas (fir ſaith ſhe) I beeſeeche vou vſe no moze of thoſe 
woꝛdes, onleſſe vou count my great groif your great god. 
Can J liue when you are dead, ſhall J bee married again 
and you made away? Jn deed(ſaith her) J nerde not vſe 
ſutch extreme doubtes in a matter nothyng daungerous 
fo2 the numbers are infinite of thoſe who haue wielded 
far moze waightie empires then this without hazarding 
them ſelues any way, as the Emperonr Octauian hath 
conſumed the whole courſe of his life without perill, and 
Alexander bæyng but fine and thirtie pres of age tooke 
vpon him the Ponarchy of the whole wozld. Beſides if 
I ſhould now refuſe the Empire offred me, it were a ſigne 
ef a baſe and ignoble minde , and the Emperour woulde 
thinke J made no account of his good will. Mell ſaith 
ſhee do as God ſhall put in your head, ⁊ of mee make this 
account, that though pou bee the meaneſt man in the citte 
pet will J honour you as if yon were the Emperour:and 
though you make mee a Pꝛinceſſe, pet will J be as obe- 
dient to you as if J were your hyzed hand mayde. Ah god 
wife (ſaith her) leaue thoſe termes of humilitie to thoſe Þ 
like them, oꝛ loke foꝛ them, foʒ foz my part J haut pon in 
ſutch reuerent eſtimation,y J thinke the beſt le which 
euer I ſhalbe able to bꝛyng you to wilbe to baſe fo2 your 
woꝛthineſle, and if it ſhall pleaſe pou to reſt ſatiified with 
the ſeruice J can do pou, to remaine content with the cal- 
lyng J can giue pou, to returne louinglp the good will 
which J will beare vou it is all that euer F will loke foz 
at your hands, and the only felicitie I foꝛce of in this life, 
- + God fozbid(maifſter Germanicus ſaith ſhe&)that J ſhould 
either 
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either looke fo2 ſernice of you, 02 miſlyke the lot whiche 
vou ſhall a low mee , oz not reſtoꝛe with intereſt the good 
will which you ſhall beare me, Pes perſwade your ſelfe 
this, though you ſurmount mee in all other thynges, pct 
wil J not fayle,if it bee poſſible, to exceede you in good wil, 
Shoztly vpon this the whirlyng wherle of Foztune tur- 
ned they: talke to teares,their woꝛdes to waylyng, their 
gladneſſe to ſadneſſe , their happineſſe to heauineſſe, yea 
their life to death, Fo2 a certapne thirſt of the kingdom, 

began to aſſaulte one Tiberius a Gentleman in the Ems 
perours court, who beeyng of the bloud ropall , perſwaded 
her ſelfe if Germanicus were made away, the Cmperour 
ber yng dead, hee ſhould ſucceed in the Empire. Whiche 
greedie dcfire of the kyngoom ſo blinded his vnderſtan⸗ 
dyng, that hee paſſed not to pernert both humaine and de- 
uine lawes foz the accompliſhyng therof,no rules of rea- 
ſon, no bonde of freendſhip, no care of kynred, no feare of 
lawes,no p2ickes of conſcience,no reſpec of honeſtie, no 
regard of gods 02 men could pꝛohibite him from his peſti⸗ 
ferous purpoſe, Foz if freendſhip had been of fozce with 
him, why they were familier friendes . If kinred, why 
they were nere kinſmen , If lawes, hee knew his deede 
contrarie to all lawes. Af conſcience, he knew it terrible. 
If honeſtie, hee knew it moſt wicked. Jfgoddes 02 men, 
hee knew it abhominable in the ſight of bothe the one and 
the other, But to true it is, deſire of a kyngdome careth 
neither fo2 kith no2 kin, friend no2 foe, God noꝛ the diuel, 
as by this trayterous Zy2ant may bee plapnly p2oned, 
who by poyſon pꝛocured the death of this wozthy Gentle- 
man Germanicus,to the intent to inioye the kyngdome of 
Rome, Now Agrippina ſœyng her ſweet huſband ſo ſo⸗ 
dainly dead, was ſurp2iſed with ſutch ſodain ſoꝛrow, ÿ fo2 

a long time ſhe could neither ſpeake woꝛd, neither let fal 

teare, but at length ſhe caſt her ſelf vpon the co2ps of her 

Germanicus, kiſſyng his colde cheekes, and imbꝛacing his 

bzeathleſſe bovie , ſighyng x ſobbyng foozth theſe woꝛds. 

I iy Alas 
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Alas wꝛetched wight that J am, whoſe miſery is like 
to mine, whole griefe ſo great, whoſe life ſo lothſome : no 
flowing teares, no griping groanes,no carefull crics , no 
thꝛobbing ſighes can ſufficiently ſet fozth my ſozrowes, 
My lite my loue,my hope my huſband , my toy my Ger- 
manicus is miſcrably murthered and made away. Ah 
vaine deſire of woꝛdly dignity, ah diueliſh deede of bloud- 
dy cruelty . But in vaine it is to complaine , when my 
care is without cure, and none can redzeſſe my wzonge. 
Foz goddes JA know there are none, otherwiſe A knowe 
the good ſhould not bee ſo made away by the ill: and men 
there are none that can medicine my malady, and rayſe 
my Germanicus to life againe : ſo that nothing reſteth foz 
mee but by death to bee rid of the moſte bitter panges of 
death. J could pꝛolong my life and ſeeke by ſome meanes 
to haſten the death of that tirant Tiberius, but alas his 
death can not bzing Germanicus to life, no let him line ſtil 
on earth where J doubt not but hee ſhall ten thouſande 
times in his time, feele the foꝛce of death. Foz hee wilbe 
ſo toꝛmented with his owne example, that(as the poets 
repoꝛt of Suſpicion) to bee plonged in all the pits of hell 
will not bee ſo painfull vnto him. Well the gods (ik there 
bee any)giue him as he hath deſerued, and giue mo leaue 
to goe to the ghoſt of my Germanicus , Mere vpon ſhee 
reſolued with her ſelfe , that as her huſbande indeed his 
life by receiuing into his body that which hee ſhould not, 
ſo ſhee would end her daies by not receininge that which 
ſhee ſhould, and ſo defrauding her ſelfe of foode, diſtillinge 
her ſelfe as it were into teares, pitifully pined away. And 
when the Emperour Octauian cauſed meate to bee thꝛuſt 
in her thꝛoate, ſhee caſt it vp againe ſaying, ſozowe was 
the onely ſuſtinance, and moane the meate which ſhee ei⸗ 
ther could oꝛ would take, and ſo in ſhoꝛt time died. 

I ſhall not neede here (gentlewoman)to erhoꝛt vou to 
take the death of your huſbandes when you ſhalbe mars 
ried, and when it ſhall happen moe paciently , foz __ A 

now 
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knowe pour wiſdomes to bee ſutch that you will not ſo 
wilfully wozke your own confuſions, neither do I think 
you are to know that wee muſt live by the liuinge not by 
the dead, and that there hath bene neuer any one huſband 
ſo good, but there may bee others found as good: yea and 
though they bee not per fedly ſo good, yet in reſpece of 
chaung which moſt women delight in, they are commons 
ly counted better: as your ſelues if you were once mar⸗ 
ried perchaunce would ſaye , oꝛ at leaſte thinke. But x 
thinke this neevdefull to put you in minde, that by the ex⸗ 
ample of Agrippina you connſayle your huſbandes to con- 
tent themſelues with their callinge not to ſoare to highe, 
and ſtie aboue their ſeate, and with foliſhe Phaeton and 
youthfull Icarus come to confuſion . It is your partes alſo 
to way pour huſbandes wealth, and not fo decke pour 
heades andneckes with golde when hee hath none in his 
purſe, not to ſwimme in ſilkes when hee is dꝛowned in 
debt, not to abound in bꝛauery when hee is pinched with 
pouerty. Foz you kuowe it is your parte to take ſutch 
part as hee doth, whither it bee pouerty oꝛ ritches , woe 
oʒ wealth, pleaſure oz paine, But ſurely in my fancy 
that man is to bee begged fo2 a foole who will pꝛefer his 
wines pleaſure befoze his owne and her p2ofite, her will 
befoze his owne wealth, her vanity befo2e his owne abi- 
lity. And as it is great inciutlyty and churliſhneſſe in a 
man to deny his wife any thing which is reaſonable,ſo is 
it great imbecillity and childiſhnefſe to graunte her any 
thing which is vnreaſonable, and hereof commeth the vt- 
ter vndwing of a great number of young gentlemen, And 
as it is wiſe and louinge carefalneſſe to pꝛouide well foz 
ones wife,ſo is it fond and doatinge curiouſneſſe to ſecke 
and pꝛouide better fo2 ber then bee would do fo2 himſelfe, 
whereof came the confuſion of this noble Gentleman 
Germanicus 
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AMPHIARAVS aGentleman Argiue,ſueth for marriage 
to Eriphile a widow, either likyng, others poſleſsions ber- 
ter then perſons, Infortunio, burnyng in fonde affection 
toward the ſame trull, ſeeyng IAmphiaraus land preferred 
becfore his loyaltie, is at poynct todeſtroy himſelf, Am- 
phiaraus hidyng himſelt to eſcape from the warres, is be- 
traide by Eriphile for couetice of rewarde: and ſettynge 
foote within the Theban ſoyle,the earth openeth and ſwa- 
loweth him vp, Eriphile — a widow, profeteth her 
loue to her olde ſuter Infortunio, by whom beeyng repul- 
ſed, in choler ſhe conſumeth away and dieth, 


Ve aunciet Ppiloſophers are of this mynde, that 

there 1s nothyng that doth moze argue and ſhe w 

a baſe mynde, then couetous deſire of coyne + rit⸗ 
ches, and nothyng moze ſigne of a noble heart, then not to 
deſire wealth if one want it, and liberally to beſtow it, if 
be haue it. But J am ot this minde, that nothynge doth 
moꝛe argue a mad minde, then to deſtre goods which ne⸗ 
uer did good, but which haue been alwayes the canſe of 
all our calamities. What a woꝛlo of men hath deſire of 
wealth waſted in war? What huge heapes hath it dzow- 
ned in the Sea: What infinite numbers hath it cauſed 
Phiſitions to kill? Pow many hath it moned Lawiers 
to vndoe « How many hath it dꝛiuen Deuines to'fenve 
tothe Diuell? Df how many Murthers, thefts;'flaugh- 
ters,parricides,patricides , treaſons, rebellions , periu⸗ 
ries , fozgeries , adultries, foznications, hath it been the 
cauſe ? As Jupicer himſelfe abuſed golde and pelfe to a⸗ 
buſe Danae that virgin. But you will ſay though the 
deũire of goods bee deteſtable, yet the poſſeſſion is pzofitas 
ble. Wherto J p2ay you ? to maintayne vs in bzauery,in 
gluttonp, in venerp, in ſecuritie, in impunitie, in pzide,in 
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p2odigalitie,yea to bꝛynge vs to perdition and diſtrudion 
—— that encry thynge which hee tou⸗ 
ched might bee gold, wherby her was ſtarued to death, 
Fabritius an auncient Romain waighed wealth fo lifle , 
that though her had been Pzince and Conſul of Rome tha 
oꝛ foure times, yet at his death hee had not ſo mutch gods 
as might ſuttice to bʒing him honozably to his graue, but 
was faine to be buried at the common charge of the citie. 
But though the immoderate deſire of ritches be to bet 
repzehended, pet muſt J nerdes ſay that moderately to 
account of them is not bee milliked, fo2 they are giuen vs 
by God to paſſe the pilgrimage of our life withall,and we 
may vſe them and pet not abuſe them, wer may make of 
them and yet not make our Goddes of them. And as by 
duely deſiryng and truly vſyng them,they conuert to our 
itie, ſo by greedy couetinge and naughtie conſu⸗ 
myng them, they turne to our trouble, care, and confu- 
lion: as partly beefoze hath been ſhewed,and plainly here 
after by the hyſtozie folowing is pꝛoued, which is this. 
In Greece amongſt the people called Argiues dwelt one 
Amphiaraus , who beeyng a man of great pofſeſſions and 
th, heard of a Widdow in the ſame country of like 
liupng vnto him ſelfe,her name was Eriphile,and her nas 
ture was ſutch , that cher thought gaine ſweet how ſo euer 
ſhe got it. It foꝛtuned this Gentleman to come to her 
houſe to ſee and aſſay her in the way of Parriage, and not 
withſtandyng he had moze likyng to the liuyng then wil 
to the woman, yet her laboured his ſute as erneſtly , as if 
her had loued vehemently : and at conuenient time com⸗ 
menced his ſute in this ſozt. 
Gentlewomi J think it not nerdful to enter info termes 
in commendation of mariage therby to perſwade pou the 
ſoner therto,fo2 that you know the dignity thereof , and 
haue already faſted the pleaſures and commodities bees 
longinge to the ſame : but this chiefelye lieth me vpon 
earneſtly to perſwade , and humbly to requeſte 7 vour 
R ndes 
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handes, that when it ſhalb& pour good pleaſure to enter 
into that life againe, you will count mee (though 
altogether vnwoꝛthy) to ſerue you in ſteede of a 

to ozder and diſpoſe your thinges as your ſeemely ſelfe 
ſhall pleaſe to appointe , and to eaſe you of the trouble of 
trauailinge in pour owne affaires : which J am ſure foz 
that you hane not beene accuſtomed thereto, muſt needes 
mutch moleſt you. Foz it is not mete your young yeres 
ſhould bee tied to any trouble oz trauaile,but to paſſe your 
time in pleaſure accozding to your bzinginge bp and cal- 
linge,and acco2dinge to the cuſtome of your kinde, and 
ſexe. And that you may not thinke my ſute to pzoceed of 
any deſire to your goods, your ſelfe J thinke partly know 
and by litle inquiry may perfectly vnderſtande, that my 
landes and liuinges are ſufficient to maintaine the pozt 
and countenance of a Gentleman of wozſhip ; all which 
IJ willingly yeld into your handes to be diſpoſed at your 
pleaſure , if it ſhall pleaſe you to peld pour body into my 
armes to be imbzaced at my pleaſure : ſo þ in acceptinge 
my offer you ſhall not only increaſe pour ſubſtance, but 
alſo haue a gentleman at your commaundement , wha 
ſhall make moze account of you then of all the goods in 
the wo2ld . Vis talke ended Eriphile ſmylinge made him 
this ſmoth anſwere. 

Sir, by how mutch mo2e J know the inconueniences 
and infinite troubles mired with mariage, by ſo mutch 
leſſe do J like to enter into that eſtate againe. And as J 
was once linked with one accozding to my liking,ſo loke 
A not to bee placed againe with any, in whom I can take 
ſutch pleaſure : And as by holy oth J firmely bounde my 
fayth vnto him, ſo in this minde J am in, only my death 
ſhal diſſolue that bond: and v ſower rememb2ance of my 
ſweete huſbandes death,ſhall take away the renewinge 
of all pleaſures of life, and altogether moztifie in mee the 
minde to marry any moze. Foz his loue was ſo exceeding 
great towardes mee, that I feare to finde the like at your 
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dandes oz any mans eis. Foz where you pꝛofeſſe to be 
my ſteward and ſeruant, q am ſure if you were once ſure 
of that you ſeeke fo2 , you would thinke your ſelfe god i⸗ 
nough'to bee my Loꝛd and maiſter, and you would diſpoſe 
my gods neither at my pleaſure , neither to my p2ofite, 
but that which is mine ſhould ber yours and yours your 
owne, And where you pꝛetend to pzefer me befoꝛe al 
wozloly goods, J fake it rather foz wozdes of courſe then 
talke of troth, fozas in the fayꝛeſt roſe is ſoneſt found a 
kanker, ſo in faireſt ſpeech is falſhod and faigning rifeſt. 
Foz J knowe the faſhion of you men is by your ſubtelty 
to deceine our ſimplicity , and by a fewe filed woo2des to 
bzing vs into a fooles paradiſe. Yea you haue ſet it down 
as a ſetled ſentence amongſt you,that he which knoweth 
not how to diſlemble;knoweth not how to liue. Therfo:e 
I yeld no other faith to your wo2des then their faygned 
falſhode deſerues, no2 no other conſent to your requeſte, 
then the ſmal acquaintance you haue with mer, may iuſt- 
lycraue. But if hereafter in derdes J ſhall ſee as playne 

fe of perfect goodwill, as your wo2des impoꝛt likely⸗ 

oferneſt loue, perchaunce J ſhal bee as zelous to caſt 
liking towardes you , as now J am ielous to caſt doubtes 
of you, By this time dinner was ſerued in, wherevpon 
their talke ceaſed,and p:eſently after dinner the Gentle- 
man had occaſion to depart. Now Eriphile beeinge as 
lone in her own houſe, bergan fo diſcourſe vpon this mat- 
ter by her ſelfe, and notwithſtandinge ſhee had no great 
nrinde to the man, yet ſhee felt in her ſelfe a great luſt to 
his landes, and thought her ſelfe moꝛe then happy if thee 
might haue them ſafely aſſured and made ouer vnto her: 
and in this thought, vttred woꝛdes to this ſence. 

Why what though J can not finde in my heart to lone 
and like him aboue all other. Js it requiſite that every 
mariage bee grounded on lone, as though we ſee not daily 
ſome to marry in reſpect of ritches,ſome in reſpeut of hos 
n by conſt raint ot * ſome vpon _ 
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other conſiderations: and foz my parte J count it ſuffich 
ent to haue married once of meere loue; and bauinge loſt 
him whom J did loue intirelp, J thinke it not lawfully oz 
at leaſt not poſſible, euer to loue any againe hartely. Fo} 
true loue euer decayeth , when the party truly beloved 
dicth . And as my heart is bardened to take his 
death paciently , ſo will it not bee mollified to ſuffer the 
loue ef any other to ſinke therein depely. Like as the 
potters clay beeing once hardened in the Duen, will not 
bee made ſoft againe to receine the impꝛeſſion of any o⸗ 
ther fozme, But to ſpeake my fancy freely, J ſee not how 
wee women are bound to loue our huſbandes ſo mutch, 
wee are onely commaunded to honour and obay them, 
which JI count ſufficiente , and moze then fog my part J 
meane to perfourme. Beſides that lone conſiſteth in the 
heart, now it is our bodies only that are bound fo our huſ- 
bandes as by ioyning of handes befoze the congregation 
is plaincly ſhewed , But if A determine not to loue him, 
how can I loke fo2 any loue at his bandes: Tn that 
is the leaſt matter amongeſt a handzed,ſo long as may 
abound in bzauery, ruffle in ritches, and participate with 
his goods, JF care not to communicate in lone with him: 
A am to olde now to liue by lone . And yet wherefoze ts 
womens wit counted full of wyles , if I bee not able ſo to 
' diCemble the matter that her maye thinke 3 ſoue him 
depcly, though J hate him deadly. But if it ſhould come 
to the woꝛſt, that hee ſhould perteiue my diſſembling tos 
wardes him, and reward my colde kindeneſſe, with heate 
of hate, why J know the wozſt of it. 
Ss that all things confidered'Jſce not how J can doe 
better then to accept this gentlemans offer, whoſe large 
des and reuenewes are able toſupplie al other wants 
phatſoeucr . Fo2 what diſcaſe is ſo deſperate which mo» 
ny.may not medicine? what wound ſo deadly which coine 
2 1. What life ſo lothſome which goods can not 
le gladlome 7 Dhoztly after this there made ä 
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her ho uſe m youth moe wilfall then wiſe, named 
unio, who hautuge ſeene her once o2 twice ba foꝛe, 
was ſo ble ared with ber beauty that it dageled bis ſight, 
and tooke away bis fo e ght in all things: and comming 
to her pe ſente he mofetred ſuteh lamentable ſute, and 
ghoſtiy reſemblances vnta ber, that a rigo;ous repulſe 
ſeemed ſutficient to p2ocure him a pꝛeſent death, The 
Gentlewoman ſæ ing the furious aſſaultes of this ſreſhe 
water ſouldiour, knew hob ta trame him tothe fielde of 
per lalſhmd, and to make bim march vader the enſigne of 
a marciles Piſteris and cruell captaine: and ſometimes 
fed him with wozdes of comfoꝛt, to put him in hope, and 
by and by feared him with doubtes of deniall, to dziue 
him into diſpaire. Andas the Roth Eaſt winde firſt 


© gathereth vp the cloudes, and then by puffes putteth them 


ab:oade agayne, ſo ſheefirſt by toucly tokes allured to 
bꝛinge him in, and then with frowninge face lowzed to 
dꝛiue him away: the only end beeing to ſpozt her ſelfe in 
his paine, yea and if ſhe couid of his god will to make 
ſome gaine, The paze gentleman perceininge theſe 
haggard trickes, and that aſſoone ſhes would be wet com 
ming to the lure , and by and by checke at it and ſoare a» 
way, was ſo amazed therat that hee knew not what to res 
ſolue vpon, And as a tre hewen round with axes rea» 
dy ta fall with a blower twaine ;.tattrreth eaery way, 
e to fall;{o uin minde diſtrat⸗ 
ted with doubtfull deuiſes, wauered vntonſtanly, nowe 
bending this way, now bo wing that way, willing to re⸗ 
tire his defiye,but not able to ſet his fancy free. And not 
with ſtandinge her peruerſe dealinge pititully perplered 
and terribly toꝛmented him, vet dee perſwaded himſelfe 
that as from moſt harpe thoznes , to wit the Roſe tree, 
ſpzing moſt ſwete flowers, ſo from bitter annoy would 
come pleaſaunt toy, and of his heauy ſute happy ſucceſſe, 
Tuſh(ſaithhe)þ Perchant often fliceth the ſeas, though 
not ſure to returne with gaine, The ſouldiour often 
A. ij. ventreth 
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ventreth his body in tha eld, though aut ture of botyethe 
buſband man ſtul tilteth the ground though not certaine 


truly,ceaſed not to ferd her with faire woꝛds, with faith- 
full pzomiſes, with erneſt othes, with many a ritch ie wel 
and coſtly gifte , which ſhee willingly received without 
condition , and wilyty kept with out reſtitution, In this 


meane while came the other wooer againe to renew his 
| ſute a freſhe, and ſ@inge this pounge Gentleman , as hee 
1 thought in great fanour, began greatly to feare his owne 
1 part, and thought the graſſe had bene cut from vnder his 
fete: and as a conning Pilot ſeing the ſeas rough and the 
winde contrary to his courſe, caſteti ancker leaſt his hip 
bee dztuenagainft the rockes,03 into ſome coaſt contrary 
to his minde : ſo this Gentleman fearinge leut wilkull | 
waues in þ gentlewoman, ſhould ſet her faſt᷑ in the ſands 

of ſlipper ſubteity, and daſh dis ſute againſt the rockes of 

repulfe,hauld.in the maine ſhe te a der hithbe,ahd by che 
anckers of aduiſe fo! Hape Ufer courſe; that u wende 
which my wilfait pvathr-coulo blow , could canſ her any 
thinge to bow oz waner : and by aſſur inge her ta a large 
ioyntet her was choſen to rule her ſtetne, wher the othet 
was kept ſtil vnder the hatches - ho all this while that 
they were concluding the confrace, was in his chamber 
bufily deutſinge verſes in the pꝛaiſe of his Piſkerts: but 
hearing of the ſo2y ſucceſſe of his ſute, by a handmaido of 
the Gentitewoman , he was ſo confounded in him ſelfe; 
that his inuencion was cleane marred, and his deuiſe vt- 
teriy dacht: yea he was rr 
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not a woozd to ſaye 02 a thought to thinke , And ſurely in 
my iudgment he reaped the right reward of his doatinge 
deſire, foz there only grafts of greife muſt nedes grow, 
where ſutch raw conceite doth let, and ſutch raſhe conſent 
doth ſowe, Foz nepther was his loue grounded vpon ver- 
tue,wherwith ſhee was not indued,neither vpon beauty 
wher with ſhee was not adozned., Foz neither can cruel⸗ 
ty be cloaked vnder vertue,neither the treaſon of vatruth 
couered vnder beuty (fo; the diſpoſition of the minde fol- 
loweth the conſtitucion of the body) ſo that it was his own 
ſelfe. will and fond fancy that him into ſutch depth 
of affection , and therefoze- with greife was faigne to gas 
ther the fruites of his folly. And beeing come to him ſelfe 
bee began to rage in this ſozt. 

And is my true loue thus triflyngly accounted of 
Shajl he with bis traſh moe pzeuaple then J with my 
truth? And will ſhe moze reſpec gayne then good will: 
O iniquitie of tunes, O cozruption of manners, O waue- 
ryng of women, Bee theſe the fruites of thy fapze lookes? 
Is this the hap of the hope thou putteſt mee in: Js this 
the delight of the daliance thou vſedſ>t with mee: Here in 
truly thou mapſt ber fitly reſembled to the Cat, whiche 
playcth with the Pouſe, whom ſtraight ſhe meaneth to 
lap: oz to the Pancher who with his gay colours 4 ſwet 
ſmell allurcth other beaſtes vnto him, and be ng within 
bis reache her rauenouſly deuoureth them. But if Jſhould 
ſet thee fozth in thy colours J thinke the ſauage beaſtes 
would bee lothe to bee likened vnto thee: foꝛ crueltie thou 
mayeſt compare with Anaxarete, who.ſuffred Iplus to 
bange himſelf fo2 her ſake: foz inconſtancie with Creſled, 
who fo:ſoke her truſtie Troylus : foz pzide with Angelica 
who contemned all men: -foz treaſon with Helen, who 
ran away with Paris from her huſbande Menelaue, But 
what raſhneſle is this in mee to rage and rayle agaynſt 
ber, whereas it is loue, and the deſtines that haue decreed 
my diſtruction. Foz Parriages are guided by — 
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God hath indued women with this pꝛopertie, to bee wed⸗ 
ded to their wils : Neither doth loue learne of fozce the 
knots to knit, ſhe ſerues but thoſe which ferle ſweet fans 
cies fit : fo: ag ſtreames can not bee made to ran againſt 
their courſe,ſo vnwilling loue with teares noztruth can⸗ 
not ber won. So that this only choice is left fo mee ei⸗ 
ther to die deſperately , oꝛ to line lothſomely : and as the 
birde incloſed in cage, the cage doare beetng ſet open, and 
the Hauke her ennemy fitting withont, watching fo2 her 
betwerne death and pꝛiſon piteouſiy oppꝛeſſed ſfandeth in 
doubt whether it ber better ſkit to remaine in pꝛiſon, oꝛ to 
goe foꝛthj to bee a pꝛay fo the hauke, ſo ſtande Yin 
whether it bee better by41ofing life to get liberty, oꝛ by ly⸗ 
uinge to become thꝛall and bond, and line in continuall 
toꝛment and ve ration of minde , Fo2 lone taken ſg 
deepe rote in mee, that neither reaſon cawtnle;neither 
wiſdome wield my witched will. But as the bytinge of a 
mad dogge rageth and rankleth vntil it haue bꝛought the 
body bitten to bane, ſo the poyſon of loue is ſo ſpꝛead into 
euery part of mee that it will vndoubtedly bzinge mee to 
death and diftruction.D cruell captaine cupid is this the 
pay thou giueſt thy ſouldiours: O vaine Venus is this the 
victo2y thou vouchſafeſt thy champions? Mouldeſt thou 
haue bene content thy darlinge Adon ſhould rigozouſly 
haue reieced thee, when thou wert farionfly inflamed 
with his lone ! But the pariſh pꝛieſt fo2getteth that ener 
hee was clarke, and thoſe that ber in happines themſelues 
way not the heauineſſe of other. Pea perchaunte thou 
fauour the falſhod of this woman the rather, foꝛ that thou 
thy ſelf playedſt the falſe harlot with thy huſband Vulcan 
the ſmith,and madeſt him a foꝛked tole moze then befoze 
be had in his ſhop : but remember yet how her toke thet 
and the adultrour Mars tardie in pour frechery and leche⸗ 
ry together ſtarke naked in an iron nette, and then called 
all the goddes to take vie w of pour victous converſation, 
to thy vtter ſhame and confuſion , And ſo it may fall out 
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that this pour pupill may ſo longe delight in deceit , that 
wee may bee taken in the net which thee layeth to intan- 
gle other. But what meane J toblaſpheme againſt the 
gods who doe but punniſh mee iultty, fo; louing fo lightly 
and onely mine owne careles faut, is the cauſe of this 
cureleſſe fate, Wherefoze O death to thee J make erneſt 
requeſt, that thou wilt ſpeedily ſend Atropos vnto mee, ta 
cut in ſunder the twyſt of my troubleſome life : and ſeing 
my loue doth loth mee, good death doe thou deſire mee. 4 
know thou ſentſt out pꝛoceſſe foz mee euen in my ſwath 
cloutes,and now J beeſeeche thee ſcrue it on me, when J 
am molt willinge and ready to appeare beefoze thy pꝛe⸗ 
lente. While this fozetdzne gentleman continued in 
theſe carefull contemplations, the mariage was conſum⸗ 
mated betweene the widdow and Amphiaraus, who liued 
quietly together about a yeere oz two, ſhee ſhewinge a 
pꝛeſentiall obedience towardes him, and hee bearinge an 
oꝛdinary affection towardes her: but in ſhozt time it plea⸗ 
ſed god to giue occaſion to try the trechery of the one, t to 
wozke the diſkruction of the other. Fo2 it fell ſo out that 
Adraſtus king of þ Argiues was vpon v2gent cauſes moos 
ued to infer war vpon the Thebanes, and in muſtringe his 
men hee thought Amphiaraus a meete man to make one 
of his captaines , and willed him to pꝛepare him ſelfe foz 
that voyage, who beeing well ſeene in aſtronomp and o⸗ 
ther ſecret ſciences, knew if hee went to the warres hee 
ſhould not returne aliue:foz which cauſe hee couertly hid 
himſelfe in his owne houſe, makeing only his wife pꝛiuy 
therto . Now the kinge takinge muſter of his men miſſed 
Amphiaraus, and knowing the cauſe of his abſence , was 
in great rage, ſayinge hee thought hee had had no ſutch 
cowardes in his kingdome,and pꝛomiſed great re wardes 
to them that could bzing tidings of him: Eriphile hauinge 
intelligente of this riche reward pꝛomiſed, was merneys 
lonlly ſet on fler in the deſire therof : 4 notwithſtandinge 
the was plentifully indued w * was ſhe in deſire 
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as greedy as if ſhe had been in eſtate moſt needy: and as 
dꝛopſy pacients dꝛink and (fill be d2ye , neither is any ly⸗ 
cour able to alay their thurſt ,yea the moze they dzinke 
the moze they deſire it, ſo ſhe continually heaped in welth 
and pet was neuer ſatiſfied:yea the moze ſhe had the moze 
ſhe deſired to hane, And being poſſeſſed with this loth- 
ſome luſt of lucre ſhe entred into reaſoning with her ſelfe 
in this ſo2t, Who vnleſſe they be out of their wits wil re⸗ 
fuſe offered gold? no the ſauour of gaine is ſweet of what 
thing ſo euer it be gotten, Why Tarpeia a Romane mayde 
did betray the Tower of Rome foz a few Bꝛacelets to the 
Sabines that layed ſiege to Þ citie, and ſhall not J fo great 
Ouches of Gold bew2ay my huſ bande to the Kinge, who 
meaneth by his meanes to pꝛeſerue our citie ? foz if it 
come to the woꝛſt, that he neuer come home againe, why 
A know the wozft of it, two o2 thꝛee dayes weepinge will 
wach away al wo t ſozrow,and then ſhal JI be Lady of his 
landes and lyuings, and be maried againe to ſome that 
perchaunce ſhall better content me euery way then hee 
doth : and who is ſo fooliſhe that will not be content to 
chaunge fo2 the better? and in this good minde gat to the 
King,and told him, that pꝛeferring the ſafety of his per- 
ſon, and the pꝛolit of the common wealth befoꝛe her owne 
p2iuate pleaſure,ſhe was conftrained to detect her loyall 
mate vnto his royall maieſty (which her deede ſhe hum⸗ 
bly deſired him to conceale)and not withtanding the ab- 
ſence of her lou ing huſband would greatly annoy her, vet 
the commonitie of her country, which the hoped thzongh 
her huſbandes help ſhould be pꝛocured, would as greatiye 
wp her. And that ſhe might ſanely ſee her ſweet huſband 
againe , with a few feined teares fo2cibly wꝛoung fozth, 
the humbly requeſted the Ring that he might be placed in 
futch part of the battaile,that he might not be ſubiecte to 
the ſhot, and lie open to the army of the aduerſarye. The 
King plainly certifted by her of the den wherein the fore 
was hidden, geuing her the pꝛomiſed reward went — 
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with to vnkennell him: who hearing of the Ringes com» 
ming, and by what meanes he was diſcouered, fell to ra⸗ 
ging againſt his wife and other like women foz her ſake 
in this ſozt. 

Ah fonde foole that J was to repoſe any truſt oꝛ conff- 
dence in women, whoſe (ere is ſybtil, whoſe kinde is cru⸗ 
ell, who are conſtant only in vaconſtancy, who are wytty 
onely in wiles, who as Ariſtotle ſaith are monſters in nas 
ture, altogether imperfect, weake veſſels, ignozaunt in al 
things, yea ( which we may moſt lament)they are natura⸗ 
ly indued with baites to allure men, with poyſon to infect 
men, and with charmes to chaunge men from men to 
beaſtes, as Cyrces did the ſeruauntes of Vliſſes: yea what 
man hath euer been ſo wiſe but by women hath bene ſe⸗ 
duced to folly 2 as Pharo his daughter cauſed Solomon ts 
fall to idolatry : what man hath euer been ſo godly but by 
women hath bern dep2auedzas Berſabe dzone king Dauid 
to dineliſhneſſe : what man hath euer bene ſo ſtrong, who 
by women hath not bene made to ſtope ?: as Dalila tooke 
away þ fo2ce of Sampſon by cutting away his heire: who 
bath euer bene ſo perfect,but by women hath bene dzawn 
toimperfection : as Adam by the meanes of Eue loſte the 
perfection of Paradice : who hath euer bene ſo faithfull, 
but that women haue infozced them to infidelytie 2 as a 
handmayde made Peter denie his mayfter Chriſt : who ſo 
valiaunt, but by women hath been vnquiſhed ? as Om- 
pale made Hercules ſerue her and ſpinne amongſt her 
maides ; and after by Dynira was done to death: who ſo 
learned, but by women hath beene taught new poyntes 
of ſchole: as Tully by Terentia, Marcus Aurelius by Fauſti- 
na, and Ouid by Cornina were often abuſed: with -infinet 
other. But if the wiſe, the godly, the ſtrong, the perfett, the 
faithfull, the valiant, þ learned, haue been bewirthed bes 
guiled 4 abuſed by women, is it reaſon Jſhonld-thalenge 
any pꝛoper 02 peculier foztune to my ſelf, and not remain 
content w the lot which is — Jam content 
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my rage in rule to binde, but not withſtandinge the com⸗ 
fozt by other mens calamitie be miſerable, vet it doth me 
god to thinke that other haue been as ſluttiſhly ſerued by 
women as my ſelfe, as Tullia conſpired the death of her 
owne huſband Tarquinius, then of her Siſter, and laſtly 
maried the bꝛother of her owne huſband who befo2ze was 
houſband to her owne Siſter : as the fyftie daughters cf 
Danae all but one flue their huſbandes the firſte night of 
their marriage: as Candaules by the counſell of his wife 
was llaine by Gyges, who after married her: as Dyoniſi- 
us notwithſtanding his wary watch and watchful wares 
neſſe foz the pꝛeſeruation of his lyfe, was by his owne 
wife Ariſtomacha miſerably made away. 

By this time the king was come into his honſe where 
vpon her was dꝛiuen with ſhame to ſhewe and pzeſente 
him ſelfe to his maieſty, humbly craninge pardon foꝛ his 
offence, and ſ&ing no remedy, made pꝛeparation foz the 
warres, diſpoſing his liuinge ſo well as the ſho2tneſſe of 
time would gine him leaue, and diſpoſſeſſinge his wife of 
ſo mutch as he could poſſibly . Which done amongeſt 
the reſt hee mournfully marched fozward , but her no ſ@- 
ner ſet fete in the Thebane ſoyle, but that the earth ope- 
ned, ſwallowed him vp. Of which newes fo ſone as his 
wife was partaker, fo2 faſhion ſake ſhe put finger in the 
eve, and attired herſelfe in mourning apparell : but ſha 
quickly caſt it of againeand began to caſt in her head how 
ſhee might bee ſped of any other huſband : and callinge to 
minde p deep affection wherin Don infortunio was dꝛow⸗ 
ned towardes her, ſher thought none moze fit to make a 
fle of then him, and therfoze by letters did him to vn⸗ 
derſtand, that conſidering his fozmer godwill towardes 
ber, he thought ber ſetfe bound in conſcience to tounter⸗ 
uaple his curteſte, by any conuenient meane ſhe might: 
and in that beefoze time ſhe ſet ſo light by his lone, the 
cauſe was foz that befoze his comming ſhee had betrothed 
her (clfe to Amphiataus, ſo that as thn ſhee was not able 
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to pteld him the mede of his merit: but now if his affeci 
were not altered, 4 if he were diſpoſed to deale with her 
by ozder of honeſty t limits of law, he might be paicd his 
due debt with double intereſt. Now the poung gentlemã 
by þ ayde of abſence,by the aſliſtante of time, by þ change 
of diet, by remebzance of his repulſe , by dꝛegs of diſdain 
by the vertue of neceſſitp, and by the help of reaſon being 
fully cured of his folly : hauing heard alſo of the trechery 
Which thee vſed towardes her other huſband, reiected her 
offer, returning her anſwer , p beeing at liberty her ment 
not to come in bondes, and being now ſet free from her 
fraud 4 fal hd, he would no moze be trayned to her trei⸗ 
ſon, Neither (ſayth hee ) doth that hold o2 caſtle merit 
mercy , which yeldes rather foz want of freſhe ſupplie, 
then at the ſute of the beſeiger. Neither is Þ pꝛiſoner to 
bee pitied, who beeinge iudge, ioped only in ſtaerity and 
cruelty : neither is that clientes cauſe to be conſidered, 
who beeing a counſaylo2, dealt in the caſes of other with⸗ 
out conſcience , The gentlewoman ſc&einge her ſelfe thus 
rep2ochfully repulſed , in very colozike conceites conſu⸗ 
med away and died. 

Jam here gentle women fo admoniſh you not to ſuf- 
fer pour ſelues to be caryed away with couetouſneſſe, 
vou ſ& to what miſerable ende it bzought this maried 
diſlopall couple: and as wel fo; your ſakes as mine owne 
A would wiſh you who are indued with wealth ſufficient 
to make a man (as they ſay ) # who are at your owne diſ⸗ 
poſition and choice, not to yald your ſelues as a p2ay to 
any who hath no nede of your wealth, neither will grate 
fully accept pour goodes,but rather frankly to bequeath 
pour ſelnes to ſome pooze younger bzother, who may 
thinke himſelf made by marrying you, who may thanke 
his wife anely fo2 his wealth, who may impute his hap- 
pineſſe onely to hauing you: whom you map binde to you 
by benefits, who will no doubt indeuour to connterpeiſe 
your lyuing with his loue, and _ goodes with yy 
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will: who will rather ſerue you, then ſeeke ſaperio2ytie 
ouer you : who will rather be your man then your mas 
ſter: pour Liege, then your Loꝛde:pour ſubice then pour 
ſoucraigne : wherby you ſhal line as vou liſt, pour p2ofits 
ſhall pleaſure vou, your gooddes ſhall do you good. And 
what ſo euer bee pour common ſaping, that you maſt as 
well loue to liue, as line to lone, vet ſurely in my fancie J 
thinke it farre better foz a married couple to line toge⸗ 
ther without liuinge , then without loue: foz what litle 
liuing will ſuffice nature, who knoweth not, but what lo⸗ 
thed lines be where loue doth lack, loke but into the liues 
of the parties, but now repozted vnto vou. And if vou cre⸗ 
dite not my repoꝛt of them, no moze but marke pour paze 
neighbours how quietly and merily they paſſe theyꝛ time 
in pouertie, aſſiſted only by the calme of contentment and 
loue: and then conuert pour eyes to the viewof many o⸗ 
other eſtates, and looke how vnpleaſantip and vnconten⸗ 
tedly they ſpende their dates, moleſted by the ſtoꝛmes of 
ftrife,debate, and hate, Which contemplation J hope wil 
ſo confirme your iudgements that you will alwaies pꝛe⸗ 
fer loue befoze liuing:o2 at leaſt not ſo to reſpec thone,as 
to neglea the other: 02 at leaſt, if it be poſible, to ioine the 
one w the other. Another thing alſo the death of Eriphile 
may d2tue into your mindes, that you rage not lyke ty⸗ 
raunts ouer thoſe, whom your beautye hath made youy 
bonſlaues : foz you muſt know that it is moꝛe glozy to tle 
the victozy moderately, then to get it mightely:and farre 
mo2e holdes haue bene wonne by clementie, then by cru- 
eltie. Fo2 when the inhabitants know the captaines cur 
teſie, they wilrather yeld to his aſuredmercy, then ſtand 
to the doubtfull euent of battayle : ſo gentlewomen if pou 
minde to make bꝛeach into the harts of many, and to win 
the foꝛt of their faithes vnto you, if yon traue to conquer 
the goodwilles , and to be courted with the ſcruice of ſus 
ters, vou muſt with modeſtie make much of them, with 
curteſie counteruaile their kindneſſe, with 3 
acce 


accept their good wil, with liberalitie requight their lone, 
and with honeſt plaineneſſe anſwer to their demaundes : 
you mult not feede them with falſhod, dꝛaw them cn with 
delay, and tozment them with trifling as Eriphile dyd her 
Infortunio,to her owne info2tunate hap as it luckely af- 
terwards did light: fo2 it is Gods wozd and will that ſuch 
meaſure as is met ſhall be meaſured againe,and they that 
delight to dꝛowne other in dolour, ſhall not ſwimme long 
in pleaſure them ſelues : Jknowe not what effecte my 
woꝛdes will take, foꝛ that J know not how you courtlys 
dames accounte of my cunninge: but befoze mine owne 
face Jam able to aſſure you this, that the girles of our pa- 
riſh think that welch Sir Richard him ſelfe can not make 
a better pꝛeache then J can: but it may be you wil thinke 
me ouer ſaucy with my liſping lips to pꝛefer perſuaſions 
to them, who are as voyde of folly euery way as my ſelfe 
of wit any way. Yet conſidering how quietlye you tooke 
the rude railing of Amphiaraus againſt you, J necde not 
doubt but that you will take in good part woꝛdes whiche 
are well ment towardes you,and if not follow them, yet 
not millike them, and rather waigh the will of the ſpea⸗ 
ker, then the wozth of the woꝛdes. 
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ICILIVs ayounge Gentleman of Rome, fallynge in loue 
with Virginia, is refuſed by her friendes for want of ſuffi- 
cient wealth,but priuily contracteth himſelfe vnto her, 
and departeth into the warres, Appius Claudius burning 
with vachaſte luſt of the ſame mayden, the better to ob- 
tayne her, cauſeth cladius his client to clayme her for his 
bondſlaue, and giueth wrongfull judgement on his fide, 
But virginius her father, at her erneſt requeſt, ſlayeth her 
with his owne handes to preſerue her virginitie from the 
villainie of Appius , who for that fact is caſt into priſon, 
where deſperatly hee doth humſelf to death. 


12 is a doubt often debated but not pet decided, whether 
loue diſcendeth from the heauens,derineth of our owne 
nature, pzocedeth of the ſimilitude of manners, com⸗ 
meth of acquaintance and familiarity , taketh oziginall 
of our education and b2inginge vp together, whether it 
ariſeth of beauty oz of vertue, whether it entreth in at 
the eyes, oꝛ firſt be rooted in the hart, whether the cauſe 
come from the party that loueth oz the party loued, oz 
whether it bee in our power to lone oz to leaue, Jleane to 
other to reſolue vpon, foꝛ foz my part (J veld god thankes 
fo2 it) I haue as pet been ſo litle troubled with lone, that 
I know not what it is, noꝛ from whence it commeth,and 
when J muſe theron J am as bad troubled as Symonides 
was to thinke and ſay what god was: but if an opinion 
grounded vpon reaſon without any p2oper experience on 
mine owne part may take place, J thinke lone cheiflp to 
bee grounded vpon the ſimilitude of manners ſhewed and 
ſignified by familiarity and abode together. Foz it is dai⸗ 
ly ſene that thoſe parties who at the firft incountry and 
ve o haue rather diſliked then loued ech other, by continr s 
ance of conucrſation and by conferring eche others tondi⸗ 
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tions and nature together , haue fallen info the fire of 
moſt feruent affection . Foz true loue and faythful freind⸗ 
ſhip is to will and to nill one thinge, to haue one obiec of 
appetite, and to haue like effec of affection. J know there 
are infinite inſtances to be giuen to this aſſertion , foz 
that ſome haue beene ſurpꝛiſed with loue only vpon a los 
uing looke,ſome vpon a curteous wo2d , ſome vpon a fins 
gle ſight, ſome vpon a vaine viſion, ſome vpon a doubtful 
dꝛeame, ſome vpon an vncertaine repozt , and ſome ſome 
other way. But as one ſwallow makes not ſommer , ſo 
one particularity concludeth no generality. And as an 
Ethiopian is ſayd generally to bee blacke though his teeth 
bee white, foz that fo2 the moſt partes of him hee is black, 
ſo I thinke loue may bee ſayd generally to pꝛocede of the 
ſimilitude of manners, foꝛ that foz the moſt part it doth 
ſo. And beſides infinite other examples which J can al- 
leage foꝛ p2afe hereof,the hiſtozie which you ſhal pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly heare ſhall alſo confirme it. 

In the renowmed citie of Rome made his abode one 
Icilius, who though he were a gentleman of a wozſhipful 
houſe, pet by reaſon that his parentes were pet lyuinge, 
his patrimony was not great, neither his liuinge moze 
then might ſuffice to maintaine the pozte of the place and 
countenance he caried in the citie, by reaſon wherof hee 
remained vnmaried, as being not able to maintapne a 
wife accoꝛdinge to the eſtate of his callinge . It was his 
chaunce amongeſt other pouthfull company to paſſe the 
time foz the ſpace of a ſennight in feaſting and makinge 
merry at the houſe of one L. Virginius, a wozſhipful gen⸗ 
tleman of the ſame citie, who had to daughter a damſell 
named Virginia, who as ſhæ was of ripe veres, ſo was 
ſhe of ripe iudgement and diſcretion in cuery point bees 
longinge to a vertuons virgin # modeſt maide. Ver ſhipe 
though it wore not p2eciſe , yet was it perfece : her face 
though it were not blaſinge , yet was it beautifull : her 
co2ps though it were not curious, 2 was it comelp: and 
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as nature plentifully planted perfection in her, fo God 
ſuperaboundantly beſtowed his benefits vpon her,ſutch 
grauity in geſture, ſutch modeſty in manners,ſutch cur- 
teſy in conuerſation , ſutch troth in talke, ſutch wit in 
reaſoning, that Minerua her ſclfe could not haue mended 
her : that if was doutfull whether men were moze rapte 
into admiration of her wiſdome , 02 rautſhed in contem⸗ 
plation ot her beauty, the one contayninge contentment 
fo2 the body, the other ſolace and delight foz the minde. 
Now lcilius being in the company and ſociety of this ſaint 
vſed litle other behautour towardes her aboue his com- 
mon regard to all the Gentlewomen of the troupe, but 
ſpent his time in dauncinge, dyſinge, cardinge, and other 
ſatch paſtimes , And notwithſtanding this while he often 
felt a tertaine reſtraint of liberty in his affections , an al- 
teration of minde and as it were a ciuell aſſault and diſ⸗ 
cod within him ſelfe , yet by reaſon of his younge yeres 
and ſmall pzactiſe in the pangues of loue, bee could not 
contecure the cauſe of his ſodaine paſſions. but this made 
him molt to muſe,that when hee was in his moſt dumps, 
if ſhee chaunced to pꝛeſent her ſelfe to his pzeſence , his 
heart was p2eſently lightned of that which lay ſo heauy 
in his ſtomake, and as when the ſun ſhineth the cloudes 
baniſh away, ſo when her beauty blazed in place, the 
cloudes of care were cleare conſumed , Likewiſe beeinge 
often deſirous to talke with her, inioy the pꝛeſent plea- 
ſure of her pleaſant ſpeeche, his ſences were ſo rauiſhed 
with the ſight of her, v he could not vtter one woꝛd vnto 
her. Sitting alſo at the table with her + caſting a gazinge 
glaunce round about him, his ſight was neuer ſatiſfied 
vntill hee had lent her a loke , and ſemed only to reſolue 
his fancy vpon her face . But notwithſtandinge all this 
hee did not thoꝛowly perteiue the cauſe of his ſodain trou⸗ 
ble of minde, and thought it as it was a toy lightly taken 
ſo would it bee lightly left againe, and therfoze departed 
from her fathers houſe without pzeferring any ſute vnto 
her 
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her, 02 adding execution to the aduantage of the time and 
place. But beeinge gone home, and gotten ſolitarily to 
his chamber, god god what mountaines of ſmooke did 
ſcaldinge ſighes ſend foꝛth of his mouth, what dzops of 
bloud did galdinge greife make his heart to bleed , what 
flouddes of teares did flow from his epes, what carefull 
complaints did bee ſend vnto the ies: ſaping © heauens 
why heape pou my heauineſſe 2 O planets why plant you 
my paine: © deftines why decree ye my diltrucione O 
Gods why dep2ine you mee of liberty, nowe my pounge 
yteres chalenge to liue moſt frely . © foꝛtune why doeſt 
thou mire my ſweete meate with ſutch ſower ſauce Þ is 
moꝛe bitter then gall, and noleſſe pleaſaunt then death 
vnto mee: Muſt the litle delight which J tooke in the com⸗ 
pany of Virginia(wherof x fully vnderſtod not her to bee 
the cauſe neither) ber counteruapled with ſutch direfull 
diſpight 7 and fo2 the pleaſure which her pꝛeſente p2ocu- 
red me, muſt her abſence purchaſe me ſutch diſpleaſure? 
then to true doe J finde that euery dꝛam of delight bath a 
pound of ſpight, and euery inch of ioy, an ell of annoy an⸗ 
nexed vnto it: then well may Jcurſe the chaunce,Þþ cauſe 
and the company which cauſed mee to come to that place, 
which hath caught me in ſutch bondage And may A 
terme it bondage to liue in the ſeruice and contemplation 
of my Virginia? Js it Cauery to bi thzall to vertue 2 
It is her bountie not her beutie that bindeth mee , it is 
her curteſy,not her comlineſe that J care fo2 , it is her 
perfection not her perſon that J paſſe of, it is her condi- 
ditions not her colour that Jacount of: foz beuty biveth 
not, comelineſſe continueth not, perſonage periſheth , 
coulour fadeth, but bounty, curteſie, perfection, and cons 
ditions remaine fo2 euer. Do that if J line in bondage, 
it is to vertue, it Jbe a llaue Jam vertues laue. But 
both vertue vſe to tozment men thus, belike that is the 
cauſe there are ſo few honeft and vertuous:? No J ought 
not to count my trouble a tozment 7 but the fine gold muſk 
y bee 
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dee purified in the flaming fire, 4 white ſiluer is wꝛought 
in blacke pitch : glozy muſt bee gotten thozow depth of 
daunger , and pleaſure muſt bee purchaſed with the p2ice 
of paine , And though abſence now be ſome tozment to 
try mee, and though dolour now dzowne mee in the ſcas 
of ſoꝛrow, vet doubt J not but ſhoztly to ſwim in the fluds 
of feliciti,and take land there where my heart hath alrea- 
dy pitcht his abode, But O pꝛeſumptuous fole, whether 
doth folly fozce met: do J hope to win her whom my vn- 
woz2thynelle willeth me not ſo mutch as to wiſh fo:? Pea 
which way ſocuer J goe to wozke , J am ſure to hane a 
tolde ſute of it: foꝛ if J pzofer her my ſeruice diſhoneſtip, 
why her vertue abhozreth it: if J make lone in way of 
mariage, her eſtate and ritches.refuſeth it. O god and 
ſhall gods bee moze accounted of then good will: lucre 
moꝛe then loue? Js the counſayle of Themiſtocles altos 
gether reicted , who willeth men rather to marry their 
daughters to a man that wanteth mony, then to mony p 
wanteth a man to vſe it? Is the wozlo ſo blinded in coue⸗ 
touſneſſe to pꝛefer liuinge befoze learning, wealth beloze 
wit? Zhen farewell true freindſhip if it bee not grounded 
bpon loue : then farewell true loue if mariage bee not the 
end of it: then farewell true martage if monp make it : 
then reſteth foz mee onely to beewayle my euill hap , to 
lament my luckeleſſe lone , and neuer to attempt that J 
am like neuer to attaine vnto. 

By this time the earth was conered with a darke man⸗ 
tell, and by reaſon that the Sun was departed ont of our 
Horizon, the light of the ſtarres which the Sun lendeth 
them, began to appeare in the firmamente, where vpon 
this poꝛe paſſionate loner weried with woe, diſpoſed him 
ſcife to reſt : but hee whoſe bane loue hath bꝛued, neither 
by night no2 by day, neither in company noz ſolitary, 
neither Ceping no; waking , can take any reft oz quiet, 
Fo2 hee was no ſoner in a ſlumber but the goddeſſe of his 
deuotions pze [ently pzeſented her ſelfe befoze him, ſay» 
unge: 
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inge: Pyne owne, why doeſt thou thus toꝛment thy ſelfe 
foz my ſake, who ſuffer no litle greife to ſee thy great 
ſozrow , wherfoze be bolde toaſke any thing at my hands 
honeſtly , and bee ſure J will graunt it willingly : fo2 1 

my ſelfe the heauens haue reſerued mee foz 
the, Icilius hearinge (as bee hoped) this heauenly voice, 
and ſ&ing(as he thought) that ſaint by his bed ſide, with 
open armes reached toimbzace her, but beeinge awaked 
with open eyes be ſaw hee was deceiued: which ſodaine 
fall from heauen to hell toke away his bꝛeath from him 
fo2 a while, but beeing come to him ſelfe hee began to cry 
out in this carefull manner, 

O God, is it not ſufficient fo vere mie with vanities 
in the day time, vnleſſe thou tozment me with viſions al- 
ſo in the night? haue J not woe inough awake, but that 
beſides J muſt haue ſozrow in Neepe + What græuous 

offence haue J committed, that deſerueth ſutch greeuous 
puniſhment : if this bee the re warde of them that loue, 
woe, woe ber to them that hate: thou haſt commaunded vs 
all to loue one another, and if thou thus puniſhe the ful- 
fillers of thy law, what ſhall become of the tranſgreſſoꝛs 
therof :? but if thou bee diſpoſed to puniſh mee, and diſplea⸗ 
ſed with my deedes, neuer ſuffer me hercafter to do any 
thynge but caſt mee into ſutch a leepe wherin J was er- 
while, and therein let me continue continually.D happy 
was Endymion, who longe time inioyed the like ſleepe. 
O ten times happie are the dead, if death be any thynge 
like this leepe , But O hundzed times vnhappie am J, to 
whom wakyng is waylefull, wheras to all thynges cls it 
is itoyfull. But was this but a viſion which deluded mee: 
was it but a dzeame whiche J doated on? And if it were 
but a dꝛeame, doth it poztend nothyng ? and may there be 
effect in dzeames ? Yea god wot commonly the contrary: 
v2 (as Cato ſaith) we ſe lleeping that which we with foz 
wakyng. So that neither in dzcaming no2 doing, neither 
in lleepyng noz ſœ png, neither in thinkyng noz ſapinge, 
Piy finds 
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finde J any cauſe of comfozt oz ſee any ſigne of ſolace , 
This youthe paſſed his time ſo longe in theſe and ſutch 
like paſſions,that þ carefull cariage of his eyes bewzayed 
his carefull minde,and his pale countenance his painfull 
caſe. Which a ſpecial freend of his perceiuyng,tooke ſutch 
compaſſion and pitie on his painfull ate, that he ſought 
all meanes poſſible to ſift out the cauſe of his ſozrow , to 
the intent to ſ&ke ſome medicine foz his maladie. And 
hauyng opoztunitie of time and place, her bzake with him 
in this ſozte. 

Good freende, if J ſhould ſhe w you what great ſozrow 
I ſuſtapne by your heauineſſe, you would perchaunce 
tudge my woꝛds to pꝛoceede rather of flattery and trifling 
then ot truth: but no moze but trie how willyng J wilbe 
to eaſe your payne, and by that iudge how greatly it gree- 
ueth mee. But how great ſo euer my greeif bee, my won- 
der is moze then great to ſ& you tranſfourmed from the 
eſtate of a pleaſant Gentleman into ſutch ſolitarie re- 
gardes, that you ſeeme rather a Tymon of Athens, then a 
courtier of Italy: and ſo mutche the moze cauſe J haue of 
meruaple, by how mutch lele J ſe any apparent cauſe 
which ſhould wozke any ſutch alteration in vou. Foz if 
want of wozldly wealth coulde wozke pour woe, why vou 
want nothyng : if von would eate golde(as they ſap) you 
might haue it. Jfloſſe of freendes moleſt vou, why you 
haue an infinite number whiche loue vou intircly. It you 
bee diſpoſed to trauayle to ſee ſtraunge countries, your 
parents wilbee well pleaſed with pour departure, If you 
bee wearie of pour ſingle life, your freendes will fozth⸗ 
with pꝛouide foꝛ your Parriage. Jfany repulſe receyued 
of any dayntie dame do daunt you, why the Goddes them 
ſclues haue ſuffred the like : as Daphne a ſeely damſel re⸗ 
fuſed the God Phocbus : Syrinx a ſimple mayde reiected 
the God Pan, with infinite other. Jf you haue fired pour 
fancie in place pou thinke impoſſible to poſicfſe , why vou 
haue reaſon to rule your affection , you haue wit to — 
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paſſe your deſire, vou haue friends to further it, vou want 
nothynge to finiſh it. With this his colour beegan to 
chaunge,and hee fetcht a deepe ſighe oz two, whereby his 
freend perceiued hee had touched the cauſe of his calami⸗ 
tie, and ſoze of his ſozrow, pꝛaying him very erneſtly to 
vnkolde the ſecrets of his thoughtes vnto him, ſayinge 
two wittes are better then one, and that which you blin- 
ded perchaunce by lone can not ſee, J ſtirred vp by deſire 
to dw you good, may perceine, And fo2 ſecrecy in pour af- 
faires,aſſure pour ſelſe, that neuer Pithias to his Damon, 
Pylades to his Oreſtes, noz Gyſ1ppus to his Tuus was 
moze true, then I will bee toyon . And though your 
learninge and wit to knowe what is beſt fo; your owne 
behalfe bee far better then mine, pet the ſimplenefe of 
my wit ſhalbee ſupplied with the ſincereneſſe of my will, 
which ſhalbe alwayes ſo ready pꝛeſt to pleaſure you, that 
if my ſeruice may ſatiſfie you, you ſhall commannd mee, 
if my company may content vou, I will neuer be out of 
your (fight : if J may any way ſtand pou in any ſteede, ac⸗ 
count mee pour owne only. 

Icilius hearing this friendly diſcourſe conld not but ſay 
in his heart, O friend vnfained , © lone moſt loyall , O 
curteſy incomparable and imbzacinge faſt his freend in 
his armes ſapd, if al the miſeries in the woꝛld did muſter 
in multitudes about mee, yet this thing only is of fo:ce to 
fence mee from their furies , to thinke J intoy ſo firme a 
friend as pour ſelfe are, and if J may liue but to requite 
ſome part of your good wil, it is the ſecond felicity J loke 
foz in this lie. But touching the cauſe of my perplexity 
I muſt crave pardon if J make courtſy to diſcloſe it, foz 
that many enils cary this nature, rather to bee concealed 
with griefe , then reuealed in hope of releife . And as a 
greene wound by taking the atre ſpzedeth farther abzoad 
and is the hardlier healed, ſo J thinke my tozmente and 
greife beeinge once diſcouered , would not bee ſo caſcly 
cured, Jf(ſayth his frend)the oziginall of your euil pꝛo⸗ 
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ceede of loue as in my fancy it doth, then vndoubtedlp the 
moze it is vncouered the ſooner is it cured , foz as coales 
of fire couered cloaſe with aſhes keepe their heate longe 
time, but lying open ſoone ware colde and blacke, ſo the 
firy flames of loue raked vp in ſilence, burne furiouſly 
within a man, but beinge by diſcourſe diſcloſed they ſone 
conuert from flame to fume and ſmoake. Mherefoze 
(god freinde) ſticke not to imparte vnto mi this matter 
which doth impozt you ſo nere, pzomiſing you by the in⸗ 
uiolable bond of freindſhip to trauaile ſo erneſtly in pour 
affaires, that what wanteth in power, pou ſhall finde in 
the paines which J will take in pour cauſe , Alas ſweet 
freind(ſaith Icilius) rather then you ſhould thinke J haue 
any diffidence o2 diſtruſt in vou, oꝛ thinke you vnwozthy 
of credite in any cauſe whatſoener, J will make you pꝛi⸗ 
uy to the cauſe of my paine what pange 02 perill ſo euer 
incur therby. Wherefoze pou ſhal underſtand that ſince 
he time J was at the houſe of L. Virginius, as you part- 
ly know, the conditions of his daughter did ſo well con⸗ 
tent mee, her nature agreed ſo well with mine, her affec- 
tions were ſo framed to my fancy, that J am conſtrained 
to reũgne my liberty captiue vnto her, and to make her 
perſon the pꝛiſon of my hart. And the lefſe hope J haue of 
obtayning her, the moze do J loue : and the moze deepely 
I do deſire her, the moꝛe deadly doo J diſpaire of her: 
which is the cauſe of all my care and ſumme of all my ſo⸗ 
row: pea this is it which hath made mee an enemie to 
my ſelfc, a ſtraunger to my freindes, to abandon all good 
company , to ſit in ſolitarineſſe, and this is it which, if 
it bee not in time pꝛouided fo2, will pꝛeuente by death all 
other miſcheifs. God fo2bid good freind (ſayth bis freind) 
that ſo light a cauſe ſhould ſo deepely diſtres you: what, do 
vou thinke either ſo ſuperTitiouſly of her, either ſo abica⸗ 
ly of pour ſelfe, that you deeme this matter ſo impoſſible 
to bee bzought to paſſe * Why her perſon is not of ſutch 
perfcation, but that yours may match it; her freindes — 
| | no 
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not of ſuteh fate, but that yours may ſtand by them: her 
poztion is not ſo greate , but your parentes are able to 
make pours equall vnto it. No , doubt not but your loue 
ſhall ſozt to lucky ende, and haue ſutch ſucteſſe you ſceke 
foz: and J am hartely glad, that ſæ inge it was pour 
chaunce to looſe pour liberty , it is lodged in ſutch a place, 
which is rather to be counted a Paradiſe of pleaſure, the 
a p2iſon of paine , of whoſe wozthynes J would ſomwhat 
ſay, but that perchaunce you will thinke mee partiall to 
the party, and beſides that J ſhould rather kindle newe 
coales in vou, then quench olde flames, But bicauſe J 
perſwade my ſelfe J map doo ſomewhat with the partie 
which putteth you fo this paine,donbt not to commit this 
charge to mee, and J warrant yon J will diſcharge it to 
pour contentation- , Ah deare freind (ſapth Iilius)if F 
thought you as well able to giue oꝛder to my ſo2row and 
revzefſe my woe, as J ſee vou willing tocomfko2t my cares 
fulneſſe and keepe mee from diſpaire, J ſhould thinke my 
ſelf the happieſt wight in the wozld, and J would accounf 
of you as the pzeſeruer of my life, but F can not tell what 


the matter is, methinkes the moꝛe feruent is my fire, 


the moze faint is my fcare. Phy (ſayth bis freind ) vou 
ew yoar ſelfe to very a coward , foꝛtune you knowe fas 
uoureth not the faint hearted, neither ars they wozthy 
to win the pꝛay you pꝛeſſe fo} , and thercfoze foz ſhame 
take a good heart vnts you and dos pour iridonour , and 
let mee alons with the rot rthore is no hauke ſoareth ſa 
btghe buf thee will Houpe to ſome pꝛape, neither anp ſo 
rammiſhe and wilde but in time ſhee may bee reclaimed 
and made to the lure, And if you follow my aduiſe, J think 
good pow ſolicite her by letters vntill ſutch time vou haue 


congententtimets ge thither your ſelfs , Which counts 7 


faple hee fozthwith put in etetution, and in dited a letter 
to his Miſtris in this manner. | 

' Good Pilkris , to ſet foozth in woozIes thefernency of 
8 — 
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be both tedious to vou, and J am ſure greeuous to my ſelf 
fo: that the remembzaunce of my paſſions would bee as 
it were a renewing of my paine, and though J altogether 
vſe ſilence therein, yet the lothſome life which J leade, 
may by repozt aduertiſe pou of my luckleſſe loue , and my 
dzouſy lakes to all which ſee them, are ſignes ſufficient 
of my dꝛouping heart. Therfoze may it pleaſe vou plains 
ly to vnderſtand,that beeinge at Payſter Virginius your 
fathers houſe, J receiued ſutch contentation in pour 
company and ſight,that ſince I haus bene depꝛiued ther ⸗ 
of, A thinke my ſelfe depziued of all the pleaſures of life: 
And onleſſe pour curteſyſurmounte my deſertes, and 
that you vouchſafe to pity my painfull eſtate, J ſhal haue 
iuſt cauſe to ſay, that at your fathers I receiued in ſteede 
of meate miſery, foz dzinke dolour, yea J may count my 
fare fire,and my chere very dere.'which muſt coſt mee 
no leſſe then the loſſe.of my liberty atleaſt . But if vet 
at the laſt courſe it ſhall pleaſe you to ſend and ſerue in to 
the table of my troubled minde ſome confectes of comfozt 
with the fruites of freindſhip , Jſball thinke my ſelfe to 
haue fared molt daintily, wheras otherwiſe à Gall count 
my ſelfe intreated diſdainfully,  Looke not goqd-Biftris: 
to my liuyng but to my loue, way not my wealth but my 
will, marke nat my mony but my meaning in the way of 
boneft and lawfull mariage, and ſpedilꝝ ſend the meſſen- 
ger of pzeſent conſolatian to him, which pineth away in 
paine and is yours gulyandengr 4 2/1 011k LYS,, ;- 11 

Virginia hauinge vewed this letter, and likinge it nes 
ner the wozſe foz his ſake that ſent it, replied vnto it in 
this hozt and ſober ſozt. | 

Sir , bicauſe A hnowe in my ſelte no ſatch due deſert 
any way, to dꝛiue pou toſutehdepe deũre. am the hard. 
lyer inducedto;bo{&ne your woades 4 and though J adbi- 
bited full credite vnto them, vet perthaunce as pet my 
fancy is not fully framed to like ſo well of vou as vou ey⸗ 
ther deſire 92 deſerur: aud though. J ——_— 
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beart to like pou aboue all other, yet J know not whether 
my freindes will yeeld their conſent therto . Do that it is 
in mee only to thanke you foz your good wil, but not to ſas 
tiſfie your requeſt. Pours as ſhee may: VIRGINIA. 
This letter bzinginge ſome comfozte to his carefull 
mimde , made him make haſt to repaire in perſon to the 

place of her pzeſence, — hee pꝛeſented her his ſute 
with ſutch aſlured ſignes rfec loue and lopaltp, that 
3 nce thee could not contemne 
his good will. But her parentes fo2 that hee was not able, 
his father being aliue to make her ſutch ioynter as they 
iniopned him to, deferred the conſummation of the mari- 
age from time to time, hopinge that time would moztifie 
the affection of either the one oz the other lover. But 
as the ſmith his fozge by caſting on colde water burneth 
mo2e fiercely, ſo their loue by theſe delayes increaſed 
moze vehemently, which cauſed them to betroth them⸗ 
ſelues eche to other. But Icilius indued with a couragi- 
ous minde , perceiuinge the lacke of liuinge to hinder his 

happine inefſe., determined to goe to the war res and by dint 
20e fo win either coins oz credite,o2 to loſe life and 

loue. And beinge on point to take his journey ber gaue 
his Miſteris this farewell, Afener woful creature had 
cauſc to complayne his carefull caſe , then vndoubtedly 
may J duely pꝛeace foz the foꝛmoſt place, The hozſe now 
and then cealeth from his trauaile,the Age from bearing 
the Dre from dzawing,and ſo of all other creatures, but 
my poꝛe heart is neuer at reſt, but as the wheele conti- 
nually furneth, ſo my minde continually toſeth, ſtill des 
viſing how J may aſpire to the ende of my deſires, and 
bee placed in fi n of your perfece.perſan . And 
baning reu nany wayes in my minde,'J am now 
reſolued vpon this togoe to the war res and there to win 
with pꝛoweſle and payn, that which god and foztune haue 
denied mee: where the remembzaunceof your ſemely 
ſelfe ſhall arme mee with ſutch courage, that J ſhall count 
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nothing daungerous to attempt 02 hard to attaine. And 
whatſoeuer wozthy feates you ſhall heare J Mall enter⸗ 
pziſc, I ſhall deſire you to perſwade your ſelfe thatthey 
are done fo; your ſake. And if in my abſence it ſhal pleate 
vou to continue conſtant in goodwill towardes mee, if is 
the onely ſhield that ſhall ſhavowe mee in field and fight. 
Remember Penelope paſſed twenty yeres in the abſence 
of her Vliſſes, and aſſure your ſelfe Vliſſes neuer hazarded 
him ſclfe in moze perils, then J will put my lelfe to foz 
your ſake. 

Virginia haning heard this ſhozt and ſower diſtourſe, 
caſtinge her ſelfc into his armes, after ſh& had beedewed 
bis face with the teares which fell from her eyes,replied 
in this ſozt. 

Ah ( Maiſter Icilius) my tounge is not able fo tell the 
hurt which my hart ſuſtapneth by the couetous cruelty of 
my parentes, who in a greedy deſire cf goods , go about to 
ſtay mee from that wherevpon my life doth ſtay and de⸗ 
pende, and were it not that pour great curtcſie and lone 
towardes mee did ſomwhat moderate and mitigate my 
martirdome,J ſhould neuer bee able to beare the rnſaps 
poztable burthen therof. But now J vnderffanve by you 
I ſhall loſe pour companie, which was my only comfozte 
and conſolation , what reſteth foz mee, but notwithſtan⸗ 
dinge J was neuer married, pet to continue and leade a 
wefull widowes lothſome life , and to ſpende my golden 
veeres in galdynge greeife. J could rehearſe vnto you, 
and you your ſelfe can better tell, the infinite and immi⸗ 
nent perils which alwapes wayte on warre, but that A 
doubt therby J would rather increaſe your greif,then al⸗ 
ter your determination, but this * leaſt, yea and 
perchaunte the lau, tet mee make at in warre 
you be warte, in battaile rather to back then to bolde 
in field rather to flying then to ſoꝛ warde, and if yon take 
no care of your ſeife, pet make ſome ſpare of mee, Foz 
perſwade pour ſelfe this, out of euery wound which — 
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body ſhall receiue, will iſſue as well my bloud as pours. 

And fo; conſtancie in pour abſence aſſure pour ſelfe, Vir- 
ginia will alway ber the vowed vaſſall of Icilus, And as 
the Laurell oz Bay tree ceaſeth not to bee green,notwith- 
ſtandyng the parchyng Sommer, and pinchyng Winter, 
ſo will A neuer ceaſe to bee freſh in freendſhip,and green 
in god will to wardes you , nothwithſtandyng the ſharpe 
ſtoʒmes of abſence, the diſtance of place, and difference of 
time. But here teares ſtayed the talk of the one.and time 
toke away any longer abode of the other, whervpon they 
were conſtrained after a few carefull kiſſes, to giue eche 
other a faintyng farewell. Neither is it eaſie to popnte 
foozth the payne wherwith this partinge pinched bothe 
theſe pooze louers, but ſurely in my fancie of al greifes it 
is molt gripyng when freindes are foꝛced to parte eche 
from other, when one hart is placed in two places, when 
one member is tozne as it were from another , when 
ownes ſelfe is ſeparated from him ſelfe,o2 at leaſt his ſe⸗ 
conde ſelfe, But their partyng was not ſo paynfull , but 
that ſhoztly after their meetyng was as moznefull. Foz 
not longe after the departure of Icilus ; as Virginia wal- 
ked abzoade ſomwhat to recreate and ſolace her ſozrow- 
full ſelfe,it was her foztune vnfo2tunately to bee ſeene by 
one Appius Claudius,one of the Decemuirs, who were the 
cheife rulers of the citie, who by the furies of Hell was ſo 
ſet on fire in libidinous luſt towardes that virgin, that he 
ſought all the meanes poſſible to winne her to his wicked 
will : but ſeeyng her to firmely foztified in vertue, to bee 
by conſent vanquiſhed by villany, he determined by fo2ce 
to fozce her to his filthineſſe. And as nothinge is ſo impoſ⸗ 
ſible which frantike furie will not enterpziſe,nothyng ſo 
ſhamefull whiche vab2ideled deſtre will not vadertake, 
nothing ſo falſe which fleſhly filthinefle will not fo2ge, ſo 
to bzynge his purpoſe to paſſe hee copned this deuiſe , hee 
cauſed one Marcus Cloudins a client of his, to lap clapme 
to the mayde as his bonde laue: Who partly foz —_— 
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the tyꝛant, partly beeyng apt of himſelfe to vndertake any 
euill, tooke the matter vpon him, and the next time hee 
tooke her out of her fathers houſe, hee layde handes vpon 
her, commaunding her to folow him home, to the end Ap- 
pius might haue had his pleaſure of her. But by the pitiful 
exclamation of the mayde and her nurſe, a greate multi- 
tude of people began to muſter about them, who hearyng 
whoſe daughter ſhee was, and that ſhee was betrothed to 
Icilius, thought it vnſeemly that in the abſence of her fa- 
ther and freind (who were both in the warres) ſhe ſhould 
bee violently caried into bondage, the title beyng not dif- 
cuſſed by the lawes, and therevpon with held M. Clouds 
from hauynge hir away , Who ſ&epnge his might ouer⸗ 
matcht by the multitude,tolde them bee ment not to deale 
by fozce, but his minde was foz the playne p2oufe of his 
tytle and intereſt in her, to haue her beefoze the cheif ma⸗ 
giſtrate of the citie,and only iudge in tiuil controuerſies, 
who was Appius Claudius the only authoz of this enill, 
Beyng come be foze him, hee tolde a ſolemne tale foz the 
confirmationof his right in the mayde, ſaying ſhee was 
the daughter of a bond woman of his, that in her infancy 
ſhee was ſtolen from her mother, conue ed to Virginius, 
and from that time bꝛought vp at bis houſe and taken foz 
his naturall childe , and foꝛ pzoufe hereof he bzonght in 
two oꝛ thꝛæ knightes of the poſt todepoſe , The freindes 
of the maide not able to refell this fozged tale, deſired of 
the Iudas judge that the matter might be adiourried un ⸗ 
till the comming of her father Virginius, Apius anſwered 
that hee thought it good the matter ſhould hange in ſuſ- 
pence vntill the returne of her ſuppoſed father,but it was 
no reaſon but that hee who pꝛetended, yea and had pꝛoo⸗ 
ued to haue ſutch right to her, ſhould haue her in his cuſ- 
tody, vntili the matter were moze examined: and vpon 
his honour he pꝛomiſed ſhee ſhould bee foozth comminge 
to appeare at the time of her fathers appꝛoche. The peo- 
ple hearinge this iniurions iudgment of Appius, rather 
murmured 
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murmured at it, then durſt make reſifkance againft it, by 
reaſon wherof Marcus Cloudius bergan to dzaw the maid 
to bee defloured, as the tiger in Hyrcane wooddes haleth 
the lambe to bee deuoured. But god þ righter ofal wꝛongs 
and pꝛotedoꝛ of all pure virgins , pꝛeuented the perill 
which hong ouer her head, + ſent home from þ warres to 
ſuccour her, her vncle Numitorius, and her ſpouſe lcilius; 
who hearinge the haynouſneſſe of the matter, pꝛeſently 
pzeſed to the place where Appius ſate in iudgement, but 
hee commaundedhis officers to kepe Icilius backe, wher⸗ 
vpon Icihus tnurighed againſt him in this ſoꝛt. 
Albeit(D Appius) by fozce you keepe mee from keepe⸗ 

inge mine owne out of your handes, vet ſhall you not tap 
my toung from detecting the villany which you indeuour 
to doe. Foz the truth is, this virgin is betrothed to mer, 
and my minde is to marrie her a chaſt maide, thertoze aſ⸗ 
ſure yoar ſelfe if it lie in mee to let, ſhee ſhal not remaine 
one minute of an houre out of her fathers houſe. Js it not 
ſificiente foz yon to depꝛiue the people of the cheife pil- 
loꝛs of their liberty,but that our wiues and childzen alſo 
mut line in lavery to your tirranny?Exerciſe your cru- 
exp on our bodies, at leaſt let chaſtity bee in ſafety. 
Dught p2inces to giue light of life to their people, and wit 
vou make your ſelfea mirrour of miſcheife to your poſte- 
ritp?Butif vou minde to take her away from vs by fo:ce 
and from her, her virginitp, neuer thinke to doe it while 
IJ haue any bzcathleft in my body, foz in this iuſt cauſe: 
and quarrell of my wife, life ſhall ſooner leaue mee then 
loyalty. Appius thinkinge the power of Icilius would 

zeuaile aboue his, fo: that the multitude mernayplouſlp 
— his ſide, ſayd hee would haue another time to 
rep2eſlothe rebellious rage of Icilius, and tonchinge the 
maide foz her fathers ſake hee was content to deter the 
pꝛonouncinge of ſentence againſt her, vntill the nerte 
court day that her father might bee pꝛeſent, in the means 
WI00IG woute intrente Marcus — X 
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right: but if her father came not by the next court dap, 
hee woulo defer the execution of juſtice foz no mans ple⸗ 
ſure . Pzeſently vpon this hee diſpatched letters to the 
captaine generall of the army, that hee ſhould not in any 
wile diſmiſſe Vnginius oz ſuffer him to come home: but 
Icilius had ſent foz him with ſuch ſpede that he had leaue 
fo depart beefoze thoſe letters came to the captayne , ſo it 
pleaſed god to pzeuent the pollicy and wicked purpoſe of 
Appius. Now V rginius beringe come to Rome, went 
with his daughter to the judgement place, and did there 
lamentably imploze the 'helpe of the people, ſayinge: 
while J with thereſt of the ſouldiours haue hazarved 
our lines in the defence of you and your childzen,J am in 
daunger to haue mine owne daughter diſpoyled: g wher- 
as by my helpe our city is pꝛeſerued from enemies, J my; 
ſeife am b2ought to ſutch miſery, as if it were taken by. 
our enemies and vtterly razed tothe ground. Foz what 
greater villany can bee done to the vanquiſhed, then to ſe 
beefoze their eyes their wines and childꝛen defloared and 
defiled 2 But neighbours and freindes if you ſuffer mee to 
ſuſtaine this iniury , aſſure your ſelues your ſtatfe fans 
deth next to the doze, and loke no longer to bee huſbands 
ouer pour wines, and parentes ouer pour childzen , then 
it ſhall pleaſe theſe tirantes to gine you leaue. Any euill 
at the firſt entring in of it may eaſelp bee auoyded, but let 
one oꝛ two pꝛeſidentes paſſe patiently without reſiſting; 
and it will run into a cuſtome, and from thenre to a law, 
and you will neuer ber able after to rid pour handes oſ it. 
And if your owne ſafety dꝛiue you not to ſuctour mee, vet 
let my old veeres, my hoary heires, the honeſt pozt which 
J haue euer maintained, and the chaſt life of my daugh⸗ 
ter moue pou to put to your handes to bhelpe redzeſle mp 
w2onge , By this time Appius was come to the tudge- 
ment place with a great troupe of armed men, and ſ&ing 
Virginius there contrary to his expectation , and percey- 
Fr 
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his owne will foz a law, and ſayd her would defraud Mar- 
cus Cloudms no longer of his right, and ſe inge the maide 
was conuicted by p2oufe and witnes to be his bond maid, 
be gaue ſentence that he ſhould pzeſently haue her away, 
not ſuffering ber father to alleage any thing foz her free⸗ 
dome. Virginius ſeeing this extreeme dealing of Appius 
th:eatningly ſhoke his hands at him, ſaying, J haue bee- 
trothed my daughter to Icilius not to thee (O Appius)x A 
have bought her vp to bee an honeſt maried woman, not 
thy harlot. What doeſt thou thinke vnder the pzetence of 
bondage, to make her bound to thy beaſtlineſſe ? Appius 
not regarding his rayling cauſed his officers to make the 
multitude giue place to Marcus Cloudius that hee might 
quietly cary away his bond mayd, by reaſon wherof Vir. 
ginia was left voide of helpe and reſcue, which her father 
perceining and ſ&ing him ſelf not able to deliuer her out 
of her enemies handes , to defer the time hopinge ſtill foz 
helpe, her vſed this pollicy : he deſired Appius hee might 
haue his daughter aſide, and betweene ber nurce and her 
examine the matter, that if if were found hee were but 
her fained father, he might the moze willingly depart 
with her. Which ber ing by Appius graunted,they thꝛe 
went aſide together, where Virginia fell downe vpon her 
knees and made this ruthles requeſt vnto her father. 

J perceiue(deare father) it is not without great cauſe 
that the philoſophers were of this opinion, that the grea⸗ 
teſt felicity is neuer to bee bozne , and the ſecond ſone to 
die, now ſe ing by your meanes J am dep2tued of the firſt 
I beſeech pou by your meanes let mee iniop the ſecond: 
and to counteruayle the luckleſſe and lothſome life which 
vou haue giuen me, vouchſafe to beſtow on mee an ho⸗ 
nonrable death. And as by your fatherly care J haue cons 
tinued a continent virgin hetherto,ſo by your furthering 
aide I pꝛape you let mee dye an honeſt mayde p2eſently : 
leaſt my life hereafter , contaminate þ commendation of 
m life heretofoze; and ſeeing I 271 no longer 2 
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to liue honeſtly, god father let mee die honourably? Foz 
an honourable death is alwayes to bee pꝛeferred beefoze 
an infamous life , of euils the leaſt is to bee choſen , and 
death of body is to bee counted a lefſe cuill, then diſtrucis 
of body and ſoule. I thinke J may by moze right craue 
pour helpe herein, foz that partly by your meanes J am 
fallen into this extremity,foz 5 you would not agree to þ 
conſummation of the mariage betweene Icilus and mee, 
and howe you can deliuer mee, but by delivering mee to 
death JI ſe not, foz that your power is to weake to wzeak 
the wꝛong which isoffred mee, and pour fozce is to feeble 
to fence mee from the fury of my foes , Therfoze ſeeing 
hee will needes haue my body (ſweet father) let him haue 
it dead, that J may not feele the filthineſſe which hee pur⸗ 
poſeth to ſoꝛce mee td. Yer father melting into teares 
at her pitifull ſute, carefully kiſſing her, commended her 
couragious minde, rather confirming her in her conſtant 
touragiouſneſle, then diſwadinge her from her purpoſe. 
By this time the tirantes traine beegan to flocke aboute 
them to haue her away , which Virginius ſeeing ſnatched 
a butchers knife from the ſhambels and thꝛuſt therewith 
his daughter to the heart,ſaying:D daughter, by this only 
meane wherby J may doe J make thee free, Icilius ſæ⸗ 
inge his ſpouſe thus ſpoyled , ſpent no time in triflinge 
teares , but by the helpe of his father in lawe Virginivs, 

2oſecuted the matter ſo erneſtly againſt Appius that hee 
was th2zowen into pꝛiſon, where fo: ſhame of his deeds 
and dꝛead of deſerued punnichment, hee did him ſelfe deſ- 
perately to death. 

Pou ſee here Gentlewomen, a moſt lamentable death 
of a moſt vertuous virgin, wherein you may note a nos 
ble minde in her to deſpꝛe it, a ſtout courage in her father 
to doe it, and moſt outragious tyzanny in Appius to dziue 
them to it: wherby you may learne that vertue and chaſ- 
tity is to bee pꝛeferred becfoze woꝛlde o2 wealth, beefo:e 
freind oz father, befoze loue oz liuiug,befoze life oꝛ death, 
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Mherfoze,if J were either in wit able oꝛ otherwiſe woꝛ⸗ 
thy to giue you counſayle , J would aduiſe you to auoyde 
the traines of ſutch tyzauntes,to keepeyou out of the ſight 
of ſutch ſeedſuckers,and to flp from ſutch Senes fornecato- 
res: ſutch raueninge wolues in ſhepes cloathinge are re⸗ 
dieſt to deuoure ſutch ſwerte ſherpe, ſutch olde dogs euer 
bite ſozeſt, ſutch grauity foz the moſt parte contayneth 
molt incontinency . Foz if their luſt were not moze then 
outragious, either their great diſcretion would rep2cfſe 
it, either their many yeeres would moztify it, either their 
owne wines would ſatiſfie it. But vſe of euill maketh 
vs thinke it no abuſe, ſinnes oft aſſayed are thought to bee 
no ſinne , and theſe grayheaded gameſters haue the ha- 
bite of this miſcheife ſo deepely rated in them, that con- 
— will frie their fleſhe,till bzeath doe leaue their 
pes. 

And as J would you ſhould auoide theſe olde youthes 
in the way of wickedneſſe,ſo if my wiſh might wield pour 
willes,you ſhould neither medle with them in the way of 
mariage. Foz perfec loue can neuer be without equa⸗ 
lity, there can bee no gad agreement of affections, where 
there is ſutch difference of yeeres . Can fire t water, can 
flowers + froſt, can warmth and winter, can mirth eg me- 
lancholy agree together? No ſurely Gentlewomen but if 
you wil haue it ſo, J wil belæue this matter maueth you 
nothing: Net what ſay you to another point, s that a moſt 
perilous point, when to impotencie ſhalbe added Jelouſy? 
This is a pill of harde digeſtion , this is a pill which if it 
bee a litle chewed, it will bee ſo bitter that you will neuer 
bee able to abide it. Foz when ſutch an one ſhall meas 
ſure pour deedes by his owne deſire,and your life pꝛeſent 
by his owne life paſt , when her ſhall thinke you to bee 
naught, bicauſe hee him ſelfe hath bene naught : god god 
how cloaſely then will hee mew you vp: how carefully 
will hee looke to you 2 How lothſomely will bee cloy you 
with his company: Then will = wiſhe you n—y 
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then will you wiſhe you had maried with a younge man: 
they wil loue and not doate , they will be zelous and not 
Jelous, And if your parentes in ſome curious 02 toue⸗ 
tous reſpece goe about otherwiſe to diſpoſe of you, hum- 
bly requeſt them you may chuſe where you like, and link 
where you loue , that you may bee married to a man ras 
ther then mony , to quiet rather then coine , Dutifully 
tell them that ſutch p2eſineſſe of parentes bzonght Py- 
ramus and Thiſbe to a wofull end, Romeo and Julietta to 
vntimely death, and dꝛaue V rginius miſerably to mur⸗ 
ther his owne daughter Virginia, 
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ADMETVs ſonne to ATYS of 1yb4a, fallynge in 
boue witch Alceſt, daughter to — kynge of a — 
recompenced him with femblable affectn, are reſtray- 
2 by their parentes, but beeyng fe. 
married, wander in wildernefles like poore pil- 
grimes, Ace ſhortly after dieth,wherof Admerus beyng 
aduertiſed, returneth with his wyfe, and is eſtablahed in 
the kyngdom, The deſtines graunt him a double date 
of life if hee can finde one to die for him, which A eſther 
ſelf perfourmeth : for whoſe death Admerus moſt woful - 
ly lamentyng, { hee was eftſoones by proſerpina reſtoa- 
red to her life, and louer agayne. 


I Tis a faying no leſſe common then commonly pꝛoued 
true, that Parriages are guided by deſtinie, 4 amongſt 
all the contraces which concerne the life of man, J think 
they only bee not in our owne power oꝛ pteaſure : which 
may plainly appeare dy this, that when the choice ofſutch 
marriages doth chaunce vnto vs as we our ſelues can 
wilh, when they may by their parents 6 freindes countes 
nancs 
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nance vs, by their dow2y and poztion pꝛoſit vs, by theyz 
perſon and bewtie pleaſure vs, by their vertue and per- 
fection euery way place vs in paradiſe, yet it is often ſen 
that wee ſct litle by them , neither make any account of 
ſutch p2ofitable pꝛofers, but by a contrarie courſe of the 
heauens and deſtinies,are caried,as it were agapnſt our 
willcs, ſome other way, and canſed to ſettle in affection 
there where heauen and earth ſeme to withſtand our de⸗ 
fire, where freindes frowne on vs, where wealth wants, 
where there is neither fecilitie in parſuyng,neither feli⸗ 
citie in polleſſing: which the hiſtozy which you ſhal heare 
ſhall moze playnly ſet fozth vnto you. 

There raygned in the lande of Lybia one Atys, who 
had to his neighbour moze neere then was neceſſary one 
Lycabas kynge of Aſſur, which pꝛintes rather couctynge 
their neighbours dominions, then cõtentyng themſelues 
with their owne , incroched eche one vpon others right, 
and continued continuall warre one againſt the other, 
But at length Atys, whether hee were weried and wa⸗ 
Ked with warre, oz whether hee had occaſion to bend his 
fozce ſome other way,o2 whether her were diſpoſed to en⸗ 
ter into league and amitie with his neighbours J know 
not, but her ſent his one ſanne Admetus to Lycabas to 
pari of a peace, Now Lycabas either thinkyng her had 
him at ſome aduaiitage,either not minding to put vp iniu 
ries beefoze reteiued, would accept no conditions of peace, 
but by Admerus ſent his father flat defiance. Mo that the 
warre continued between them in as great rage as it had 
done the fozmer time of their raygne, But yet hate caus 
ſed not ſutch hoate ſkirmiſhes between the parentes, but 
that lone fozced as fierce aſſaultes between the childꝛen. 
Foz it was ſo that Lycabas had a daughter named Akceſt, 
who what time Admetus was in ber fathers court to in- 
treate of peace, chaunced out at her chaumber window to 
baue a ſight of him, and hee at the ſame time happened to 
2 And as ſmall dzops of rayne in- 
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gender great flouddes, and as of litle ſeedes grow greafe 
trees, ſo of this litle looke and ſight grew ſutch great lone 
and delight that death it ſelfe could not diſſolue it. Foz 
as women bee of delicate and fine mettall , and therefoze 
ſone ſubiec to loue, ſo Alceſt after this firſt ſight was ſs 
ouergone in goodwill towardes Admetus, that ſhee fired 
her only felicitie in frampng in her fancie the fourme of 
his face, and pꝛintyng in her heart the perfection of his 
perſon. And as nothyng bꝛeedeth bane to the body ſoner 
then trouble of minde,ſo (hee perſeuered ſo longe in ſutch 
penſiue paſſyons,and carefull cogitations , that ber body 
was bꝛought ſo lo fo lacke of the vſe of leepe and meate, 
that ſhee was fayne to keepe her bed: and by reaſon that 
thee couertly concealed her greife,it burned ſo furiouſly 
within her,that it had almoſt cleane conſumed her away. 
Her father ſeeinge her in this heauy caſe , aſſembled all 
the learned phiſitions hee could learne of in the country, 
who haninge ſeene her were all altogether ignoꝛant of 
her diſeaſe,and were at their wits ende what medicine 
to apply to her malady. Some thought it a conſumption, 
ſome a burning feuer, ſome a melancholy humoz , ſomt 
one thing, ſome another. And her father examyning her 
how it held her, and what diſeaſe ſhee thought it to bee, 
ſhee anſwered that it was a ſickneſſe which it pleaſed god 
to ſende her, and that it was not in þ helpe of Phiſicke to 
heale her, but her health was onely' to bee had at gods 
bandes. Nowe Admetuson the other ſive hauinge the 
p2ofer of many p2inces made him in the way of mariage, 
made very careleſſe account thereof, and ſeemed in his 
minde to bee very angry with thoſe offers: and as the 
ſight of meat is very lothſome to him whoſe Fomacke is 
ill oꝛ hath already eaten his fill, ſo that litle ſight which 
hee had of Alceſt had fed his fancy ſo full, that to ſee, 02 ſo 
mutch as think, of any other woman was moſt greenous 
vnto him. And notwithſtanvinge the gripinge paine of 
toue cauſed (ome graftes — 
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his heart: yet by reaſon that het had the conducting of the 
army royall vnder his father, hee was ſo buſily occupied 
that be had no great leaſure to lodge any louing thoughts 
within his bzeaſt, But ſ& ho we the deſtinies dealt to 
dziue this bargaine thozow. There aroaſe a quarrell 
betweane the two armies touchinge certaine pointes 
wherin the law of armes was thought to bee bzoken, to 
decide which controuerſy Admerus was ſent poſt to Ly- 
cabas: who ſitting by his daughters bed ſide, had woozde 
b:ought him that Admetus was come to the court to im-s 
rt matters of impoztance vnto him. Nowe at this 
inſtant there chaunced one of the Phiſitions to hold Al- 
ceſt by the arme and to fœle her pulſes,and where befoze 
they beate very feebly as if ſhe& had bene ready to pealde 
to the ſommance of death, ſhee no ſoner heard that meſ- 
ſage bzought vp to her father,but that her pulſes degan ta 
beat with great fozce and liuelineſſe: which the phiſition 
perceininge perſwaded him ſelfe hee had found the cauſe 
of her calamity : but foz moze aſſured pꝛoufe he whiſte- 
red the king in the eare deſiring him that Admetus might 
be ſent fo2 thither and there to make relation of his meſ- 
ſage vnto him: which the kinge cauſed to bee done accoz- 
dingly . Admerus was no ſoner admitted into the cham- 
ber, but her pulſes beegan to beate againe with wonders 
full ſwiftnefſe, and ſo continued all the while her was in 
the chaumber , Who ſeinge his loue in ſutch daunger 
of her life, though hee vnderſtod not the cauſe therof, yet 
be caſt ſutch a carefull countenance towardes her, that 
thee eaſely percetued he did participate in payne with 
her: which made her caſt ſutch glaunces of godwill tos 
wardes him, that her caſely vnderſtod it was fo2 his ſake 
ſhe ſuſtained ſutch ſozrow and fickneſſe . But the feare 
of her father, who was his moꝛtall foe, and the v2gent nes 
ceſſity of his affaires , foꝛced him to depart without mas 
nifefting vnto her the manifolde god will hee bare her. 


And though his departure were litle better then death = 
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the damſell, pet fo2 that ſhe knew her loue to bee incoun⸗ 
tred with like affecti6 (wherof befoze ſhe ſtode in doubt) 
ſhe beegan to dꝛiue away the darke cloudes of diſpaire 
and to ſuffer the b2zight light of hope to ſhine vpon her. 
Admetus being gone, the Phiſition toke the king a ſyde 
and tolde him his daughters diſeaſe was not deriued of 

any diſtemperature of the body but only of the diſquiet- 
neſle of the minde:and to tell you the truth plainely (ſaith 

be) it is only the feruent affection ſhe beareth to that 
vounge pꝛince Admetus pour enemy that fozceth this fee- 
bleneſſe and faintnes in her. And told the kinge by what 
meanes he tried the truth therof . The kinge at theſe 
woꝛdes was meruailouſly diſquieted perſwading himſelf 
that it was ſo in dede, and that Admetus on the other 
ſide bare affection to his daughter, foz that all the time of 
his talke with him, he continually turned his eyes to⸗ 
wards her bed, and wold often times giue him anſweres 
nothinge pertinent to the queſtions which he pꝛopoſed 
vnto him, as hauing his cogitations conuerſaunt in other 
matters, Upon this the king went to his daughter, as 
the phiſition firſt miniſtreth to his patient bitter pilles 
and purgations to expell groſe and ill humours, and then 
applieth lenitiues and reſtoꝛatiues to bzede and bzinge 
againe god bloud, ſo hee firſt vſed ſharpe thꝛeatnings vn⸗ 
fo her to expell the foꝛce and fury of her loue, and then v⸗ 
ſed gentle perſwaſions to reſtoꝛe her to her fozmer helth 
and quiet of minde. But neither the ſowerneſle of the 
one, neither the ſwe&tneſſe of the other could pꝛeuaple, 
fo: ſalues ſeldome helpe an ouer long ſuffred ſoꝛe, it is to 
late to ſhut the ſtable doze when the ſterde is ſtolen, it 
boteth not to ſtop the bꝛeach when the towne is ouerflo- 
wen:it is to late to diſlodge loue out of ones bꝛeaſt, when 
it hath infected beefoze euery parte of the body. Foz as 
fowninge moztifieth enery member, as peſtilence infec- 
teth cuery part, as poyſon pierſeth euery vaine , ſo laue 
if it bee not in time loked to, will bzinge both body and 
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minde to btter confuſlon. Foz this virgin was ſo van» 
quiſhed by lone , that ſhe neither fozced her fathers faire 
woꝛdes, neither feared his fierce thzeatninges , but toldg 
him plainly ſhe would not deny the loue ſhe bare Adme. 
tus, neither could caſt out of her minde the liking ſhe had 
conceiued of him: and therfoze humbly craued pardon if 
(ſayth thee) it bee an offence to loue him honeſtly , which 
deſerueth it wozthily . But her father in a fury flunge 
from her ſayinge, ſh& ſhould neuer inioy him with ioye, 
and that ſhee ſhould neuer finde any moze fatherly fur- 
therance at his handes,then the greateſt enemy hee had. 
The younge pꝛinteſſe perceininge her fathers goodwill 
thus alienated from her , repoſed her onely comfozte and 
confidence in Admetus, hoping that her would ſtande her 
in ſterde of both a freind, phere, and father. And with as 
conuenient ſpe&de as thee could, wꝛought a letter ta him 
to this ende. 

I ( moſt perreleſſe pzince) neceſſity oʒ loue had law, J 
might ber thought perthaunte to tranſgrefſe the law and 
limpttes of modeſty in firſt giuinge the onſet where as J 
ought not eaſelp to haue yelded beeing aſſaulted . But ſee- 
inge neceſſity- and lacke of opoztunity , by reaſon of the 
rigour of the warres perchaunce-cauſeth you to conceale 
that which you would diſcouer, and vehemente loue and 
feruent deſire fozceth me to diſcouer that which J ſhould 
conceale, J thinke it leſſe offence by this meanes to ſup⸗ 
plye your wante and ſatiſfie mine owne deſire, then, by 
ſtanding vpon the nice termegof my maidens eſtate, to 
ſaffer both of vs to pine away in paine foz lacke of being 
pꝛiup to eche others minde and purpoſe, Therfoꝛe you 
ſhall vnderſtand the cauſe of my w2iting is this. What 
time your good hap (I hope) was to bee at my fathers 
tourt, I did perceiue(ifoefireto haue it ſo did not dete iue 
mee) that pour affection was great towardes mee, and 
that you ſeemed not a litle to bee pinched with my payne, 
to caſe you of which greife J — 
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vou, that the certaine hope which I therby conceiued ol 
pour loue and good will, did pꝛeſentiy reſtoare me to per- 
fect health, and further to let you vnderſtand, that the on ; 
ly canſe of my ſicknefſe was the firſt ſight which J had of 
you, and the diſpaire that J ſhould neuer bee ſo foztunate 
as to obtaine vou. Now as the ſame hand which did hurt 
mee, did helpe mee, ſo if J hane any way wounded pou, 
I ſhalbee ready to make you what playſter it pleaſe you 
to heale your hurt? And indginge the ſincerity of your 
minde by the cleereneſſe of mine owne conſcience,J com⸗ 
mit my lelfe wholy into your handes , pꝛeſuminge thus 
far of pour perfect lone towardes mee, that you will not 
any way ſceke the diſperagement of mine honour (which 
J hold far moꝛe deere then lone 02 life) but accept mee fo 
pour lawfull and louing ſpouſe . And that way you only 
and at any time ſhall diſpoſe of mee at pour pleaſure, Py 
father by ill foztune hath found out our loue, and ſtozmeth 
greatly therat, ſo that J thinke his haggard hart is by no 
meanes to bee reclaimed. But J thinke indirect dea⸗ 
linge by the daughter may bee vſed, when the father by 
rage rather then reaſon is ruled. Therfoze if you thinks 
ſo good, J will ſccretty conueigh my ſelfe to what place 
pou will haue mee, but J commit this matter to your wil- 
dome, and my ſelfe to vou, remayninge yours onely and 
ener: ALCEST, 

Now Admerus ener after his refurne from the court 
of Lycabas was d;iuen into ſutch dotefult dumpes, and 
gouerned his charge of men with ſatch heauy cheere, that 
his father examining him very ſtracly of the cauſe ther⸗ 
of, infozced him to confefſe his carefull caſe . Which bee 
no ſoner heard, but hee fozthwith diſcharged him of his 
charge, ſaying hee was fitter to bee one of Cupids carpet 
captaines , then to march vnder the mainly enſigne of 
Mars: and that he would haue no ſutch lafcintous knights 
is his army. Foz(ſayth hee) it any part of the body be pu⸗ 
triſied, it muſt bee cut of fo; „ 
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body. And tolde him plainly if he went foꝛ ward with his 
folly , her woulde neuer take him foz his ſonne, neither 
ſhould hee euer ſucceed in the kingdome by this conſent, 
The younge pꝛince withdzew himſelfe out of his fathers 
pzeſence, and got him to his pauilion 02 tente, where hee 
was no ſoner ſadly ſet downe , but he was pzeſcnted by 
a truſty meſſenger with þ letter of Alceſt, which ſo ſone 
as hee had red, hee ſeemed to bee rapt into the thirde hea⸗ 
nen:but conſidering on the other ſide the difficulty of rea- 
pinge the fruites of his loue, and wayinge the perill of 
his fathers diſpleaſure , hee was thzowen into the deepeſt 
dungeon of hell. And as a boate bozne by the tive a- 
gainſt the winde,feleth double fozce , and is compeld to 
yelde both to winde and waue, ſo this young pzince, bees 
inge dziuen by the foꝛce of loue againſte the minde and 
pleaſure of his father, felte double dolour , and was toꝛ⸗ 
mented with both. But at length loue gat the vidozp, 
and all other doubtes caſt aſide, hee returned his Piſteris 
this anſwere. 

Who was euer exalted to the higheſt degre& of happi⸗ 
neſſe,and dꝛiuen to the deepeſt extremitic of euill at once 
but J: who euer flowz2iſhed in felicitie,and faded in miſe⸗ 
rie together but J: who was ener placed in paradiſe and 
plunged in perpleritie ioyntiy but J 2 foꝛ heauen it ſelfe 
cannot peelde mee better bliſſe then the conſent of your 
god will and loue, (moſt peerleſſe pzince 4 p2incely peece) 
and hell it ſelfe cannot yelde mee moꝛe bitter bale , then 
to bee deſtitute of meanes to intoy the fruites of your fa⸗ 
your and benefite of your beutie. If Cræ ſus came and of- 
fered mee all his wealth, if Alexander yeldcd me his ems 
pire , if Iuno came from heauen with her kingdomes, 
Pallas with her wiſdome, oꝛ Venus with her Helen, aſſure 
thy ſelfe ( ſweet Piſtris ) that neither any one of them, 
neither all of them together, ſhould bee ſo gratefully 02 
gladly received of mee, as the p2ofer which pour letters 
haue made mee. And canſt 4 wenche)pzefer — 
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loue befo2e thine owne life, my pleſure befoze thy fathers 
diſpleaſure , mp contentment befoze thine owne commo- 
dit ie, and ſhall any doubt of daunger d2ztue mee from the 
dutie whiche J ought to doe bnto thee? No let father fret, 
let freindes frowne,let lyuing bee loſt, let kingdome ber 
made from mee, let hap what hap wil, thou haſt pꝛomiſed 
to bee mine , and J pꝛoteſt by the heauens to bee thine. 
What though the kinge pour father bee greatly incenſed 
agaynſt mee, what care J fo; any mans freindſhip if J 
haue your fauour 2 What though the way vnto vou bee 
longe and daungerous : NA hat paſſe J to paſſe a thouſande 
perils to pleaſure you? what though mine enemies lie in 
wayte foz mee? What way J to be hewen in an handzed 
peeces in your pzeſence ? Yea if J had a thouſand lines J 
thinke the looſinge of them all title inough to requite the 
greate goodwill andcurteſie yon haue ſhewed mee. But 
meethinkes J heare vou ſay, the ſpendyng oz loſſe of my 
lite, is the greateſt loſſe and enill that poſſibly can happen 
vnto vou, and therefoꝛe J muſt take heede how J hazarde 
if, Mell J will (ſweet wenche) pꝛeſerue my life only 
to ſerue thee, and the care haue of pon ſhall cauſe me to 
haue care of my ſelfe. But touchyng the conneigh of our 
affap2es J am at my wits end which way to wozke, foz if 
pour father chafe at this matter, mine rageth and ſto2- 
meth,and watcheth mee ſo narrowly that not ſo mutche 
as my lookes but hee looketh to them. But J will caſe 
him of this labour ere it bee longe, foꝛ this life Jam not 
able to indure longe: yea J had rather line with vou in 
molt miſery ( iſ hee may poſſibly bee miſerable that in- 
iopeth ſutch a tewell as you are) then here in moſt hap⸗ 
pineſſe ( w of mee is not to bre had without you) 
therfoze wayward foztune bath only left vs this way, if 

it pleaſe-you ſo mutch to diſhondur your ſelſe, and to doo 
mee ſo mutche honour,as meet mee the tenth of this mo⸗ 
n:th at the chappell of Diana, ffandyng as you know fire 
leagues from your fathers court, J wil there eng 
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meet you,and a pꝛieſt with mee to marrie vs, which done 
wee will ſhift our ſelues into Pilgrims apparell , and ſo 
diſguiſed indure together ſutch foztune as the fates ſhall 
aſſygne vs, And thus till then J byd you farewell, 
Yours euer, or his oWne never: ADMETVS. 
Now ſee the valiantneſſe of a vy2gin , oz rather conſi- 
der the foꝛce of loue which maketh the weake ſtrong, the 
witleſſe wiſe,the ſimple ſubtil, yea and the moſt cowards 
molt conragious, Fo2 the day pꝛeſcribed in the letter of 
Admetus beeyng come, the younge pꝛinceſſe beefoze dap 
attired her ſelfe in one of her Pages apparell, and trud⸗ 
ged out of the citie as if ſhee had been ſent to the Campe 
on ſome meſſage : and ſo faſt as herfaynte legges (but 
ſtrengthned by loue) could cary her,ſhe haſted thozow the 
deſert and wayleſſe wods to this fozlozne chappel, where 
the God whom ſhee only honoured was ready to receiue 
her: Who though at þ firſt her knew her not, but thought 
ſhi had been Cupid oz Mercury fallen from the heauens, 
vet at length by her louing lokes caſt vpon him, he knew 
who it was, and imbꝛaſing her faſt in his armes ſayde, if 
Jupiter (ſweet wenche) ſhould ſ the in this Pages aps 
parell,no doubt but he would foꝛgoe his Ganymedes,and 
take the vp into heauen in his ſterde. © moſte ſoue⸗ 
raygne Lady and miſtris, what ſernice ſhall J euer bee 
able to do you, which may counteruayle this kindeneſſe? 
M hat dutie can bee a due recompence to this godwill: It 
I by any meanes can quite this curteſy, J neuer doubt to 
bee deemed vngratefull while J line , But accept (god 
Lady) J beſeech you that which is in mee to perfourme, 
which is the faithfulleſt hart that euer was vowed to La⸗ 
dy: which when it ſwarueth from pou, let al the tozments 
of Tantalus, Tytius, Siſiphus and all the rufull rout of hell 
bee heaped vpon me. Alceſt hearinge him ſo earneſt ſayd : 
Few woꝛdes ( moſt wozthy pꝛinte) are inough to win 
credite to a matter already beleeued: foʒ onely vpon con- 
fidence of your conſtant and —_ towardes _ 
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I haue thus vnaduiſedly aduentured mine honour as vou 
ſee, deſiringe pou not ſiniſterly to thinke of this my at- 
tempt, beeing boldned therto by the greate loue which J 
bare towardes you , and by the loyalty which J loke foz 
of vou towards mee. Ah ſayth Admerus,if J ſhould make 
any ill interpꝛetatid of your vertuous loue and ſincere afs 
fection towardes mee, J were the verieſt villain on earth, 
foꝛ J take god to witneſſe J take pour fozward will foz 
ſutch freindly good wil, that J doubt my deſertes will ne⸗ 
uer bee able ſo to anſwere therto as J deſire. But here 
hee aptly ended his talke vpon her mouth, and they en- 
tred into ſutch pꝛiuy conferente, their lips beeing ioyned 
molt cloſely together, p J can not repozt the meaninge of 
it vnto you, but if it pleaſe one of you to leane hitherward 
a litle J will Hew you the manner of it. Now hauinge 
continued ſome time therin,they at the length entred in ⸗ 
to the temple , wher the mariage acco2dinge to the ſacred 
rites was ſolemnly celebꝛated: which done they entred 
into a poze cotage, in ſteede of a p2incely pallace, iopning 
to the temple, where longe they durſt not tary foz feare 
of appꝛehenſton by poſtes which purſued them. Therfoze 
puttinge on their pilgrims apparell againe , they wente 
hand in hand and harte in harte, waplfullp and wilfully, 
wandꝛing out of their owne natiue coũtrp, to auoide their 
parentes punniſhment and diſpleaſure, O lamentable 
lots of loue which dꝛaue two pꝛintes from they? pleaſant 
pallaices , from their flouriſhinge freindes, from their 
traine of ſeruauntes, from their ſumptuous fare , fron 
their goꝛgeous garmentes, from variety of delightes, 
from ſecyre quietneſſe , yea from heauenly happineſſe,to 
wilde wilderneſſe,to deſerte dennes,to carefull caues, to 
hard cheere, with hawes and hippes, to pilgrims peltes, to 
perill of ſpoyling, to daunger of deuouring, to miſery of 
minde, to affliction of body, yea to helliſh heauines. O 
pitiles parentes to pꝛefer their owne hate beefoze they; 
childzens loue , their owne diſpleaſures befoze their chil⸗ 
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dꝛens pleaſure, to foꝛget j̊ themſelues were once pounge 
and ſubiec to loue, to meaſure the firy flames of youth, by 
the dead coales of age, to gouerne their childzen by their 
owne luſt which now is, not which was in times paſt, to 
ſeeke to alter their naturall affection from their childꝛen 
bpon ſo light a cauſe , ſhewinge themſelues rebels to nas 
ture, to indeuour to vndoe the deſtines and diſappointe 
the appointment of the goddes,ſhewing themſelues trai- 
tours to the goddes. But the one of them, the father of 
Admetus reaped the iuſt reward of his rigour , Foz Atys 
after the departure of his ſonne tooke the matter very 
beauily, abandoned all pleaſures , auoyded all company, 
and ſpent moſt part of his time in diſcourſinge with him⸗ 
ſelfe in this ſozrowfull ſoꝛt. 

If nature by the devine pzonidence of god did not moue 
vs to the maintenance of mankinde , ſurely the charge of 
childzen is ſntch a heauy burthen, that it would fear men 
from entring into the holy ſtate of matrimony, Foz to 
omit the inconuentences of their infancy, which are ins 
finite, when they dzawe once to mans eſtate, what time 
they ſhould bee a ſtay to our ſtaggeringe ſtate , good God 
what troubles doe they toꝛment vs with? What cares 
doe they conſume as with? What annoyes do they afflict 
our olde pecres with all! They ſay wee are renewed and 
reuiued as it were in our ofſpꝛinge, but wee may ſay wee 
die dayly in thinkinge of the deſperate deedes of our chil⸗ 
d2en . And as the ſpider feeleth if her web bee pꝛickt but 
with the point of a pin, ſo if our childꝛed bee touched but 
with the leaſt trouble that is, wee feele the foꝛte of it to 
perce vs to the hart. But how well this tender care is 
by them conſidered, alas it maketh my hart bleed to think 
if wee looke fo2 obedience of them, and that they ſhoulde 
follow our counſayle in the conuaighe of their affaires, 
why they thinke wee doate , and that their owne wits 
are far better then ours: if wee warne them to bee warp 
and thzifty,they thinke it pzoceedeth rather of — 
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neſſe then of kindenes:if wee p2onide them no mariages, 
it is bicauſe wee will departe with no liuinge to them: if 
wer perſwade them to mariage , it is bicauſe wer would 
haue them fozſake all good felowſhip, + liue like clownes 
in the countrep by the Plowe tayle : Af wer 
them to learnynge it is that they might liue by it with- 
out our charge: if wer perſwade them to one wife ra- 
ther then another , it is bicauſe the one is ritcher then 
the other: if wer loke ſenerely on them, we loue them 
not: if wer vſe them familiarly , wee feede them with 
flattery bicauſe wee will giue them litle: and ſo of all our 
louing doinges they make theſe leud deuiſes : yea when 
we haue bzought them vp with greate care and coſte, 
when we haue trauailed all our time by ſea and by land, 
early and late, in paine and in peril, to heape vp treaſure 
fo: them, when we haue by continuall tople ſhoztned 
our ownelines to lengthen and inlarge their liuinges 
and poſſeſſions, yet if wee ſuffer them not to royſt and to 
riot, to ſpill and to ſpoyle, to ſwaſhe and to laſhe, to lend 
and to ſpende , yea and to followe the fury of their owne 
frantike fancies in all things, this ſoꝛſatij is our recom 
pence , they wiſhan end of our liues to haue our linings, 
Alas a lamentable caſe, why hath not nature cauſed loug 
to aſcend as well as diſcend ? Why hath ſhe indued the 
Stozke with this pzoperty to feede his damme, when ſhes 
is olde,and men with ſutch malice to with their parents 
death when they are aged? But J ſpeake perchaunce of 
mine owne pꝛoper greife, god fo2bid it ſhould bee a com⸗ 
mon caſe , foz my ſonne (Ah why do J call him ſonne) 
bath not only wiſht my death but w2ought it. Pee knew 
be was my onely delight; her knew J coulde not line he 
being out of my ſight : her knew his deſperate diſobedi- 
ence would dziue mee to a deſperate death. And could 
he ſo mutch doate of a light damſell, to fozce ſo litle of his 
louing father : Alas a wife is to bee pꝛeferred befoze fa- 
ther and freind , But had hee none to fire his fancy — 
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but the daughter of my moſt furious foe :? Alas lone hath, 
no reſpece of perſons. Pet was not my goodwill and 
conſent to bee craued therin ? Alas hee ſaw no poſſibility 
to obtaine it. But now alas J would graunt my godwil, 
butnow alas it is to late : his feare of my fury is to great 
euer to bee found, his fault is to great euer to loke mee 
in the face moze, and my ſozrowe is to great euer to bee 
ſaluted, And therevpon got him to bed and in fine dayes 
ſpace his natur all moyſture with ſecret ſozrowe was ſo 
ſoken away,fhat hee could no longer continue his careful 
like, but yerlded willingly to deſired death. o it pleaſed 
Ood to pꝛouide fo; the poꝛe pilgrimes , who having paſt 
many a fearfal fozreſt and daungerous deſert, were now 
tome to the ſea ſhoare mindinge to take ſhip and trauell 
into vnknowen coaſtes , where they might not by any 


remote 
the mayſter of the repozt tys king 
bians was dead. Wherevpon Aduecus deſired to bee 
ſet on ſhoare againe, and diſſemblinge the cauſe thereof, 
pzetended ſome other matter and got tothe next towne 
Moe) aſa mony and ie wels her had about him, hee 
urnilhed him ſelfe and his lady with the beſt apparell 
could bee pꝛouided in the towne, and with ſutch a trayne 
men as hee coulde there take vp: whiche done hee 
made the greatcſt expedition hee toulde vato his owne 
cquntry where hee was royally rete iued as pꝛince, and 
2tly after iayfully crowned Kinge , And beeing quis; 
ctly, ſetled in the regall ſeate, hee pꝛeſently diſpatched - 


Ambaſſadours to Lycabas his fathers foe , and his father 


iu lau, whoſe ambaſſade contained theſe two pointes, 
the one to intreat a peace fo2 his people, the other to traue 
a pardon foz his wife, who willingly graunted both the 


one and the other. Wherby hee now lived in great quiet 


and tranquillity. A meruaplous mutabylity of foztune 


which in the (pace of a moneth could bzing him from hap⸗ 


pe iop to heauy annoy , and then from annoy againe to 
| N greater 
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greater toy then his fozmer top . Fo2 as the ſunne haning 
bene long time ouerwhelmed with darke cloudes, when 
it hath banniſhed them from aboute it, ſeemes to ſhyne 
moze bzightly then at any time beefoze , ſo the ſtate and 
tondit ion of this pzince hauinge bene conered with the 
cloudes of care, now it was cleared of them,ſcemed moze 
pleaſaunt and happy then at any time befozez, And ve- 
rely as ſharpe ſauce giues a good taſte to ſweete meate, 
ſo trouble and aduerũty, makes quiet and pzoſperity fo 
moꝛe pleaſaunt , Foz hee knoweth not the pteaſure of 
plenty , who hath not felt the paine of penurp, hee takes 
no delight in meate, who is neuer hongry: hee careth 
not fo2 eaſe who was neuer troubled with any diſeaſe, 

But not withſtandinge the happy life of this pꝛince, albe- 
it hee abounded in as great ritches as hee required, albe- 
it hee bad as many kingedomes as hee coueted, albeit 
bie had ſafch a wife as hee wiſhed oz, yea and inioyed all 
things which either god could gine him, foztune further 
him to, oꝛ nature beſtow vpon him:yet to ſhew that there 
is no ſunne ſhineth ſo bꝛight but that cloudes may oner 
caſt it, no ground fo good but that it bzingeth fozth weeds 
as well as flowers, no kinge ſo ſurely garded, dut that 
the gameſome goddes foꝛtune will at leaft checke him, if 
not mate him, no fate ſo plentifull in pleaſure, but that 
it is mired with paine, hee had ſome weedes of wo which 
began to grow vp amongſt his flowers of feticity, 4 ſome 
chippes of ſozy chaunce did light in the heapeof dis haps 
pyneſſe, Yea foztune pzeſented her ſeife once agapne 
bpon the ſtage and ment to haue one flinge moze at him. 
Fo2 this p2zince poſſeſſinge futch a pteaſaunte life, tooke 
great delight in god houſe keepinge, and gaue ſufch good 
entertainment to ſtraungers that his fame was far ſpꝛed 
into fozrain countries: pea the rumozthereofreached to 
tde ſkies, in ſo] mutch that Apollo (as the poets repozt) 
bauing oceaſſon to diſcend from heanen to the earth, went 
to ſcethe cutertainement of Admetus ; who was 2 
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ally receiued by him, that the god thought god with ſome 
great kindneſle fo requite his great curteſie. And as Phi- 
lemon and Laucis, foz their harty houſe keepinge , wers 
pꝛeſerued by the goddes from dzowning when al the cun⸗ 
try and people beſides were oucrflowen, ſo the god A- 
pollo ment to pzeſerne his life, when all his countrey and 
people then lyuing ſhould lie full loc in their graues. And 
of the deſtinies of death obtained thus much fo2 him, that 
if when the time and terme of his naturall life dzewe to 
an end, yt any coulde be found who would willingly die x 
looſe their owne life fo; him, bee ſhould begin the courſe 
of his life againe, and continue on earth another age, 

No when the time of his naturall life dzew to an ende, 
there was diligent inquiry made who would be content 


to ab2inge their owne dayes, to pꝛolong their pꝛintes life, 


And fir the queſtion was put to his freindes(who were 
nereſt to them ſelues) then to his kinſfolke (whole laue 
was aſmutch of cuſtome as of kindeneſſe) then to his ſub⸗ 
iedes ( whoſe affection was as mutch fo feare as foz fas 
nour) then to his ſeruauntes (who thought their life as 
ſwete as their mayſter did his) then to his childꝛen ( who 
thought it reaſon that as their father did firſt enter into 
this life ſo bee ſhould firſt depart out of this life) ſo that 
there coulde none ber founde ſo franke of their life to ſet 
this pzince fre from the ſoꝛce of death. Now Alceſt ſees 
ing the death of her deare huſband dzaw nerre, and know⸗ 
inge her owne life without his life and loue would bee but 
lothſome vnto her, of her owne accoꝛde offred her felfe to 
bee ſacrificed foz her huſbandes ſake , and to haſten her 
owne death to pꝛolonge bis life. O lopall louing wife, O 


Wight god inough foz god him ſelfe. And yet had ſher 


a huſband god inough foz her ſelfe , fo; hee loued her ſo 
intirely that though by loſing her ha, might haue gained 
life long time, yet would hee not by any meanes conſent 


to her. death, ſayinge, without her life his life would ber 


moze greeuous vato him then a thouſand deathes. But 
| Ny tes 
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thee perſwaded with him againſt herſelf all that ſher could 
ſaying, J would not (O peerles pꝛince) you ſhould take 
the matter ſo kindly at my hands, as though fdz your ſake 
only J offred vp my life,fo2 it is in deede the commonvity of 
your country and mine owne , beeinge vnder pour domy- 
nion. which dꝛiueth mee hereto, knowingo myTſelfe vn⸗ 
able to gonerne them pou beeing gone. Andconſidering 
the dayly warre, the ſpoylefull waſtes, the blond dlaſtes 
the troubleſome ſtriſe which your realme is ſubiea to, 3 
thought you had not loued mee (olitle as to leaue mes be- 
hinde yon to beare on my weake backe ſafch a heauy bur⸗ 
then, as J thinke Atlas him ſelfe could ſcarte ſuſtaine. 
Againe, conſidering that death is buf a fleeting from one 
life into another, and that from a moſt miſerable liſs tu a 
moſt happy life, yea from bale to bliſſe, from care to quiet, 
from Purgatoꝛy to Paradiſe, J thought du had not en- 
nied mee ſo mutch;as to thinke met vn wooꝛt h of it. Do 
vou not know that Cleouis and Byron had death beſtowed 
on them as the beſt gifte which God could deuiſe to gine 
them, and doe von thinke it can doe mee harme, oſpecial- 
4y ſecing J may therby doe pon good + Alas ſweet wife 
(ſayth Admetus) this your piety is viiptofitablo whith is 
ſubiea to ſo many perils. But if death bee ſo good (god 
wife)let mie intoy it, who am inioyned to it, and to whom 
onely it wilt be god, foꝛ death is onely good to me whom 
it ts giuen, not to you who are not appointed to it. Fo? 
it is not lawfull fo2 any to leaue this life without ſpetiali 
permiſſton of the goddes. And as in dur tourt it is lawfiil 
fo none to haue acceſſe vnto vs vnleſſe hy vs hee bee ſent 
fo2, ſo neither is it lawfull foz any to appeare betoze the 
heanenly thꝛone, valeſſe by her be ſommoned. 
Neither wil death bee fs eaſy to you as to mee, Whoſe nt 
ture is apt to yeelae vnto it. Foz vou fee! fruite Whiche 
is not ripe, will ſcarce with ſtrength bee toꝛne from the 
tree, wheras that which is ripe falleth eaſely of it owne 
accozd. FTherefoze(good wife)giue mee leaue _ fo 
we” whom 
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Hhom it wfl5ve ovely good and ealp to die. Why ſweet 
huſband (ſayth thee) the god Appollo allowed any that 
would to die fo2 vou, otherwiſe to what purpoſe. was that 
which hee obtayned — — foz vou : And fo; the 

es of death; nothing tan des vneaſy oz hard vato 
a will Wart .* tif bicaufspdidtpleaſure is ſo, J am 
content to rontinue in tare fun tx, and with ſozrowe to 

ou. And fo left her hufbande and went pꝛiuily 


Dys 


t Cere put life into his wife agulne, 


een 


874 fe 
5 oy ircha doto kope his ſouſe 
eet her. Wering tome het re- 


in bis bodp from flyiggts! 
N 5 ib f 15 We che wil 11,4 lo they tt- 
longs im in moſt tontentoed happmelle. 

This ſeemeth ſtraunge vnto you (Gentlewonan)that 
a woman ſhould die and then live againe , but the meas 
ninge of it is this, that yon ſhould die to your ſelues and 
we to your huſbandes, that you ſhould counte their life 
plife, their death your diſtruction: that you ſhould not 
care to diſcaſe pour ſelues to pleaſe them: that you ſhould 
in all thinges frame your ſelues to their fancies : that if 
you ſee them diſpoſed to mirth, you ſhould indeuour to bee 
pleaſaunt : if they bee ſolemne, you ſhould bee ſad : if they 
hard , you haninge ; if they delight in haukes , that you 
Q. ij. ſdould 
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ſhould lone Spanniels: if they hunting, you houndes: if 
they good company, you god houſekeping:if they bæ haſ⸗ 
tie, that you ſhould ber pacient: if they hæ 4elous,that you 
ſhould lay aſide all light lokes : if they frowne , that you 
feare : if they (mile, that you laugh ; TILE 
"AY 


cleepe, oz at leaſt gine them two fo one: 
tags een yur cette ate 
re be one 

— — 
re mp wiſhe mer A E as haus 

of, verily( god wiſh)you wilh your wealth great 

and God make mes wozthy L. op man ip 

and if J might baus my wilh A am perſwaded you 


haue pour wich. eee 
— koꝛgoe father, ae e 
faz care, 


mournfull cries moue the Gods to raiſe her to 
gaine , I ſhall thinke my ſelfe wozthy of To 
Alceſt was. A ſhall hap to haue à wife wi 
patra will ting her ſelfe to de yu 
death ol her Antons: who 
ſelfe at the death ol her Cyllar : Singer 

into airefo2 the loſe of her, Picus : and was 
— gar — bn to e 
ber Admctus. 
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Scilla and Minor. 
$C1L LA, daughter to Niſer kynge of Alcathoe, diſdayne- 


fully reiecting the humble ſute of Tphis, a yonge Gentle- 
man of her fathers Courte, becommeth vnaduiſedly a- 


morous of kynge Minos, her fathers and countries mor- 


tall foc, lyinge in ſiege aboute the Citie , To whom by 
the counſell of — — — beetrayeth her father, in 
ſtealyng away his yre, and preſentinge it vnto 
nö — of ber loue, whiche hee efully te- 
zeteth. And beeyng imbarked to depart homewards, 
2 after him, and is drowned in the 


I Anyare of opinion that the vertnes of lone are very, 
manp, e that it is of fo:ce to reduce vs from fauages 
nelle to ciutinefſe, from folly to wit, from touetouſneſſe to 
liberalitie, from clowniſhneſle fo courttineM, yea from al 
vice to all vertue. But if the effectes therof bee rightly cõ⸗ 
ſidered, I ſer not but that we may moze ſly fax , that 
the inconuentences of lone bee infinite , and that it bzin- 
geth vs from modefty to impunencte, from learnynge to 
lewdneCe,from ſtayed firmnes to fickemelle, 
from liberalitie to pꝛodigalitie, from warineffe to wilful- 
nelle, from good ber hauiour to diſſolute tininge, from rra / 
ſon to rage, vea from all goodneſſe to all vanitie. as may 
ber iuſtilled by the goddes themſelues, by the godlieſt men 
that euer were, by the wiſeſt men that euer were, and by 
the valianteft men that euer were. Who by loue haue 
been bzonght to moſt outragtous impiette , to moſte ex⸗ 
trieme foly,and moſt vile villany . But Oenttewomen, 
bicauſe moſt of you bee maydes (J meane at leaſt taken 
ſo) J will maniteſt vnto you the miſcheif of loue dy the 
example of a mayde, in that eſfate(though J hope nof e- 
very way) like vnto your ſelues, that admoniſhed _—_ 
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by, you may auoyde the line incũuenience in your ſelues. 
Therfoze pou hall vnderſtande that ouer the towne 
Alcathoc raigned one Nyſus, who had to daughter a dams 


anneal pe Veoms br . 8 — in per⸗ 
c perion per; deedes 4 da dame, 
Ft a mercilele mayde,andin wozkes a wilfull 
wenche, as by her life you ſhall perceyue, Foz there was 
2 father in his court a p2oper youth na- 
med Iphis, wha+ As he the freſhe& colours ſoneſt fade ithe 
huc,andas mettals (oneſt bꝛeake, ſo the moꝛe 
nobte bloud hee cams ol, and the finer; wit. der was: in- 
dued withall,the ſpner was hee made thzall and ſubiece 
to loue : And the moze couragious minde hee had, þ moze 
haughtie conqueſt did hee indeuour to atchiue. Fo2 bees 


j hee began firmeiy tu fir 
8 
vers ag ignozant that, vader moſte grene: 
Tr ove ſnakes, and vnder infifirge vaytes: 

24 bw bi-ſ greenely-at the baytr of her: 

dowye the hoeke of ;batefull! 

Po. to — 


. bis ſoꝛ row and to-vanguilh: 
tkea baſhfull vounge man dee loli⸗ 


La mean 


auen 


et pififul lookes, think yng therby to let ber 

ynderll. e. But ſhee on the other ſide yrrtei⸗ 
up bt ps infeat, cop countenances vpon him ta dine 

ary pa fothat where befoze his owne baſhfuts* 

neſſe kept h from diſcouerynge his purpoſe, now der 

toyneſſe ca 1 couer it. Pet extreme loue daaue 


him to this ertreme ſhilt, her imparted his etaan 
vncle of his, a noble man ol gr nat countenance in court; . 
humbly dellryng bim either by counſs vile, toumtenante, 
payne 02 pe icie to ſtande him in ſome ſtead to the attap⸗ 
nyng of his purpoſe ; his vnckel graucly aduiſed him to as? 
uopde ſutch vagitie and not to attempt. any ſutch won 

pale 
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pꝛiſe whereby he ſhould incur the Rings diſpleaſure, and 
per cõſequens his owne vndoyng. But he tolde this tale to 
one that had no eares to heare, foz the deepeneſſe of his 
lone cauſed deafneſſe in him to heare any thinge whiche 
might help to heale his harebzaind head, foꝛ fozwarde he 
would with his folly whatſoener came of it, The olde 
Gentleman ſeeing his vnaduiſednes, tolde gym he would 
ſo far as he durſt fle the fancye of the younge Pzinceſſe, 
and therby he would perteiue how likely he were to pꝛe⸗ 
baile in his purpoſe. And hauinge conuenient time he fel 
to ſifting her thoughts in this ſozt. 

Fay2e Lady, we haue letters come to the Court con- 
tayning this newes, that two oz thz&e younge P2inces 
haue directed their courſe into this Country to ſee and 
aſſay yon in the way of marriage: wherein J doubt not 
but you will deale to the Ringes maieſties contentation, 
and to our Countryes commodytie : and to conſider that 
the ſtay of the whole kingdome ſtandeth tpon pour mars 
riage; foz $ he whiche marrieth you muſt after the kings 
deceaſe ſuccede as lawfull heire vnto the crowne, Now 
if you match pour ſelfe with a ſtranger, it is greatly to be 
feared that we ſhall be greatly moleſted with the fury of 
fo:raine fo2ce, fo; that the Kings garde and court foz the 
molt part ſhalbe of 51s owne Country: and ſo ſtrangers 
ſhal be pzeferred to offices,and we ſet beſides our liuing, 
wheras if it ſhall pleaſe you to take to huſbande ſome of 
your owne country pan ſhalbe as it were King t Nuene 
pour ſelfe, and he as it were pour ſeruante and ſubiecn, 
And ſo ſhal you raigne in great ſoueraignitie and we line 
in great tranquillytie. Vis talke beeing ended the Pzin- 
ceſſe made hym this pzowde anſwer. , 

Dy Lo2d, touching my marriage it toucheth me moꝛe 
nerely then you, and my father the Kinges counſell 1 
meane chefely to follow therin : neither will J ſo reſpect 
your c6moditie to neglect mine owne honour,neither wil 
I baue moze conſideration of the _ of my * 

then 
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then of the ſtate of my callinge, neither in that poynt by 
pour leaue will J pzefer the common wealth befoze mine 
owne pꝛiuate will: foz that it is onely J muſt marrie, 
which if J doe to my liking, Jam lyke to line pleaſaunt⸗ 
ly,if otherwiſe Jam ſure to liue ſowerly all the dapes of 
my life. And foꝛ marryinge any of mine country, J p20- 
miſe you foꝛ my part Jknow neuer a Pzince in all this 
country my father ercepted, Meaninge ſhe would matche 
with none vnder the degree of a P2zince, Immediatelp 
after this the noble man called his nephew vato him tel- 
ling him he thought it as eaſy a matter to climbe to hea- 
uen with ladders, as foꝛ ſo meane a man as he to aſpy;e 
to the height of her haughtie minde. The pounge 
Gentleman thinking that his vnnkle foz feare of diſplea⸗ 
ſure durſt not deale in ſo daungerous a matter, neither 
gaue great credit to his wozdes, neither yeldedhim any 
thankes fo2 his paines, but determined notwithſtan- 
ding of hyniſelfe to purſue his ſute, And knowing that 
pꝛoper Gentlewomen delight in pꝛety Jewels, and that 
the Goddes them ſelucs are pleaſed with gifts, he gat the 
moſt pzecious Pearles t deareſt Diamonds in the coun- 
try, and cauſed them to be pꝛeſented vnto the P2inceſſe 
from hym. But diſdatnfull rigour ſo ruled her, that ſhe 
would not ſo mutch as loke vpon them, ſaying ſhe had no 
neede of his giftes, that he might better beſtowe them on 
thoſe who were not his betters, and that ſhe thought it 
ſhame a Pꝛinces perſon ſhould be purchaſed with perles. 
The Gentleman though greatly diſmaide to ſee both his 
god will necleced, and his giftes reteced, yet lyke a vali- 
aunt Souldiour he gane a freſhe onſet vppon her with 
friendlye louing Letters whiche hee wꝛote in this wiſe, 

Molt perreleſſe P2zinceſſe, though loue bath almoſt 
blinded me in all thinges,yet J humbly beſeche pon not 
to thinke me ſo fozgetfull either of the meaneſſe of mpne 
owne eſtate, either of the maieſtie of yours, as to 
pꝛeſume to pzaciſe you in the waye of mariage, fo; — my 
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indgemente J thinke no man on earthe wozthy that ho# 
nour, but my pitifull petition is this, that you wyll ac⸗ 
cept mee foz your llaue and ſeruant, and » what country 
ſoeuer you ſhall be married into, J may gene attendance 
vpon youzto$ intent ſtill to inioy the ſight of your ſweete 
face, 4 feede my fanſy in $ contfplation of your beuty. Foz 
A amſo vowed to your vertue, Þ onely the ſwet remem⸗ 
bꝛante of you ſhal moztifie in me þ mind to any other wo⸗ 
man whatſocuer. Fo2 J perſwade my ſelfe to finde mo28 
felicity in one friendly lake of vours, then in any others 
Faithfull loue. And though theſe blotted woꝛdes be to baſe 
an obiect foz your heauenly eyes, pet waighing the cauſe 
in the ſkales of curteſye, J truſt you will take them in 
good part. Che cauſe of the blots was the teares whiche 
fellfrom my eyes at the making hereof, the cauſe of the 
woꝛds is the good will of the wzifer. Thus pꝛapinge 
vou to pittie the one and to accept the other, J leaue, lys 
ving onely to doe you duty and ſeruice, 
Yours, though not yours: IPHIS, 

The Pꝛinceſte hauing this letter delivered vnto her, 
by one of her waiting women, ſo ſone as ſhe knew from 
whence it came,floung it from her, ſapinge ſhee had no- 
thing to deale ether with him oz his letters, and ſtraights 
lye charged her women not to ſalute her with any thing 
from him. But Foztune ſo framed that as the flung the 
letter from her, in came the king her father 1 cauſed the 
letter to be reacht vnto him,and knowing the contentes 
therof,ſent foz my youth Iphis,ſhoke him vp with ſharp 
thꝛeatnings, and charged him vpon paine of puniſhment 
neuer after to be ſeene at the Courte. The younge Gen⸗ 
tleman ſeeing the ground which he tilled altogether bars 
ren, and that it yelded him but care fo Cozne and griefe 
fo; graine, determined to beſtowe no moze coſt oz labour 
thereon: and beſides fearing the Kings fury and diſplea⸗ 
ſure, with as conuentent ſpede as he could coueied hym- 
ſelle in to the countr ie, and * alſwaged his — 
WW y. wi 
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with ſolifarineſſe: t ſetting her crueltie towardes him a» 
gainſt his curteſie towards her, her diſdainfulnes, againſt᷑ 
bis owne dutifulnes, he (one ſet himſelf free frb his folly, 
Chis matter thus ended, greater to2zmes began to b2ne, 
t ſuch a tempeſt aroſe that Scilla who beefoze kept other 
in bandes, was now her ſclfe ſet in the ſandes, where 
befoze ſhee ſailed in ſhip with top and top gallant, ſetting 
out flag of defiance,now ſhe was d;iuen to ſtrik ſaile and 
vatle bonnet euen to her fathers enemy. Foz it fell ſo out 
that King Minos, moued iuſtly therto foz the marther of 
his ſonne, waged warre and came with a puiſaunt po- 
wer againſt King Nyſus, and layde ſo harde to his charge 
that he made him kepe his Caſtle. Pow while Minos 
lay at the ſiege therof,it foztuned the younge Pzinceflc to 
baue a ſight of him out at the window of the tower wher- 
in thee lay: and now Cupid ment to bee reuenged on the 
crueltie which ſhe vſed to his Captaine Iphis who fought 
ſo faithfully vnder his banner: and ſhot ſutch darts of de⸗ 
ſpꝛe into her towards King Minos, that vnleſſe ſhe might 
haue him to huſbande ſher thought ber ſcife but a wo⸗ 
man caſt away : and after a ſobbinge figh and tricklynge 
teare the fell out with her ſelf in this ſozte. 

Ah fond fal iſh girle, and canft thou finde in thine hart 
to beare freindly affection to thy fathers feendly foe:? Can 
J loue him kindly, who ſeekes to ſpople my country cru⸗ 
elly. Coulde J valiauntip withſtande the aſſanifes of a 
flouriſhinge poung man, and ſhall J cowardly pecld to a 
fadinge olde man without any aanlt 2 O lone without 


law, © rage without reaſon, O will without wit, O fan- 


ſy fraught fullof fury and frenſp . Good God where are 
now beccome theſe lofty lokes J was wonte to vſe to lo⸗ 
, vers? Where are the coycountenances , the hanghty 
| wo2des, the ſclemne ſalutations, the dainty dealinges, 
the curicus congies, and ſutch like? Alas now J am made 
to ſtoupe without ſtale, to come without cal! oz lure; yea / 
0 the empty fiſt, But alas who is pꝛiuiledged 9 
ps 3 
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ko zee et lone ,no there are none ſo ſtout᷑ but lone maketh 
them ſtoupe, none fo wiſe but loue maketh them fooles, 
none ſo ſhamefaſt but laue maketh them bolde. And 
though J ſhould firſt bewzay my affection and make lous 
to kinge Minos, the offence is rather to bee pitied then 

puniſhed, Pea the moꝛe frankly J offer him my good wil, 
— moze freindly no doubt but hee will accept it: and the 
leſe be hath deſerued it, the moze will her indeuour him- 
ſelf to bee thankful foz the ſame. Neither can hee but take 
it as an vndoubted ſigne of deepe goodwill if J gine the 
firſt onſet in this ſkirmiſhe : neither can it any way re- 
dound to my ſhame , the end beringe honeſt and my mea⸗ 
ninge in the way of mariage , And ik it bee lawfull to fol- 
low the example of creatures without reaſon , doth not 
the Cow loe to the Bull, doth not the Pare neigh to the 
Hozſe, doth not the Beaw blea to the Ramme, doth not 
the Faulcon call to the toſſell gentle, the gerfaulcon to the 
Gerkin, the ſparehanke to the Puſket : And ſo of all 
other creatures the females are mo2e fo2zward that way 
then the males. Beſides that by how mutch weaker wo⸗ 
men are then men, by ſo mutchthe moze they are to bee 
bozne with all, if they bee lelle able to beare the heauy 
burthen of loue then men. Againe by how mutch moze 
the lone of women is moze feruent then of men, the moze 
fiery flames of fo:ce mult fry within vs, whiche without 
— — 03 couered. And wheres 
this.errour that women may not firſt maks 
— but only of a pꝛeciſe and curious cuſtome, nay ra⸗ 
ther a pꝛeiudicall and carefull cuſtome J may tearme if 
to vs women: foz wherof commeth it that ſo many of vs 
are ſo euill matcht in mar iage, but only hercof, that wee 
are tped to the hard choſe of thoſe that offer their fone vn⸗ 
to vs: where as if it were lawfull foz vs to make lone 
where we lpked beſt, we woulde neuer marry but to our 
minde and contentation , Laſtly J am not the ficſt that 
pa - and -—— — 
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alotwable example is lawfully done. Foz Venus her 
elfe peelded her ſelfe to her darlinge Adonis withoute 
any ſute made on his part: Phxdra made ſute to Hippo- 
litus : Ocnone pleaded her right with Paris: Dido dyd - 
neas to vnderſtande how de&pely ſhe deſired him: Bryſes 
beſought the gapwill of Achilles : Adaleſia by her gouer- 
neſſe made loue to Alerane: the Dutcheſſe of Sauoy went 
on pilgrimage to þ Knight Mendozatinfinit lyke exampls 
AI could alleage, and why is it not lawfull foz me to do the 
lpke, and make lone to King Minos, who perchance would 
firſt haue ſued to me,if he had firſt ſene me e yes let the 
woꝛld iudge what they will, J wyll doe what J ſhal iudge 
beſt foꝛ my ſelfe,and with as conuenientſpede as J may 
J will either by letters oz dedes do Minos to vnderſtand 
what minde Jbeare him. And as ſhe was buſely beating 
her bzaines here about, one of her moſt truſty andloaing 
women came, vnto her,humbly requeſtinge her to make 
her pꝛiu to the cauſe of her pe god miſte» 
— ſhe) vl you want any pour friends vn⸗ 

derſtand it, and it ſhal be pꝛouided. Jf my poze ſeruice 
map any wap ſerue your turne, aſſure pour ſelfe neither 
reſpec of honour,lyuing 92 lyfe;thall let mes from doing 
any thing, which may deltuer you out of viſtrefe: if you 
haue impꝛiſoned your libertie any where, and giued your 
ſelfe in the letters of fanſy, J know a Gentlewoman, 
familier freind, who — 
ATC pour purpoſe as any gentie toainan in 

arte, 

The p2inces deſirous of aid in her diſtres, pꝛayed her 
woman to pꝛocure the comminge of that Gentle woman 
with all poſſible ſperde. Whervpon the wapting woman 
cauſed one of the pꝛinteſſes gentlemen to gos to this ho- 
neſt woman, and in her name to deſire her to come to the 
p2inceſſe, Pou ſhall vnderſtande this genflewomans 
name, who was ſent foz, was Pandarina , in her pouth a 
unn. ene which knewe moze faſhions 


then 
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then woas fit foz honeſt women. But nowe married to 
an honeft Gentleman , ſhe entred into a newe religion 
ſeeming to renounce her olde fayth, g ſetling her ſelfe in 


luteh hiporryſy,s ſhe rather counterfaited cunningty the 
linedc6tinftly.1But to paint her out moze plainly ſhe was 
moze roy the cumly,moze fine the wel fanozev,moze loftly 


the loucly,moze pꝛoud then pzoper,moze pꝛetiſe the pure, 
moze ſuperſtitious then religious, moze of ſpighte then 
of _ 2 yet nothing but honeſty would downe w 


,moze Jelons then zelous, either iudging n | 


e oz indginge her ſelfe vnwozthy' * .— 
| of ſo cõmodious a commen as her huſband Well 


ſatch as ſhee was this younge gentleman of the younge 


pzincefſe was ſent fo; her, + at p firſt comming atctoꝛding 


to the fathion hee kift her, and hauing done his mellage, 
with frowning face thee told him ſhe coal not goe tothe 
pꝛinteſſe, and though thee conld yet would ſhee not goe 
with him. The Gentleman ſomwhat abaſhed hereat, 
returned to fpo gen tlewoman that ſent him, and told her 


— 4 woman made. Whomer- 
onlngmurh ere 


een 

her. Ber inge come 

to her 2 , after — ſalutations, Pandarina pꝛayed 
ge then pe grntema, vnto her a moze modeſt 
endete thee ſent, oz eis to teache 


genflewoman bluſh⸗ 

told her ſhe dad not the ſkill to teachs 
_ iſe, ſhee thought that cunning concerned cõmon 
harlots,02 at leaſt married women rather then her, but, 
ſayth thee, J will tell —.— that ol him ſelfe hee may 
amend his fault , and callinge the genfleman aſide vnto 
her; ſher aſked him how her had miſuſed him ſelfe towards 
Pandarina in kiffinge her. No way(ſayth hee) 

that I knowe foz , but if J kiſſed her boldly, A truſt Hee 
wil attribute it to young mens baſhfulneſſe, and if J kif- 


ſed her kindly;A truſt ſhe wyll impute it to god will. — 
mar 
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mar y (ſayth the gentle woman) 00s maps khvete hen | 
thce cared foz 0: liked orf. Uerily (ſayth bee) if it were 
ouer kinde, it ts moze then J know, moze then J ment 
faz to ſpeake my fancy frely , J know neuer a gentle wo⸗ 
man in this lande, that J like of wozſe : and if thee bee as 
ferde J bee to far in lone with her, I will bee bound in 
what bond ſhee will, to hate her no man moze. But gens 
tlewoman, if you adhibite any credite to my counſaple, 
flie her familiarity , eſchew her company , ſutch ſayntes 
in ſhewe are Satans in derde, ſutch fapned holineſte is 
double diue liſhneſſe, ſutch counterfapte, continencye 1 
count litle better then baudzy , Foz ſure this is a moſt 
ſure marke to knowe diſſemblers by, that they will als 
wayes far erciede the meane; fo; feare of being found in 
their fapning. As thoſe that fayne to weepe , boule out 


right : thoſe that fayne to bee freindly, ſhew them ſelues 

plaine Paraſites : as thoſe that fapne to bee baliant , bzag 

molt glozioufly : and as ſhæ counterfaytinge continency, 

Ra ee 
no 

life and con uer ſation, | 

either thee bath bene bo penny Leopard)! 


whenſoeuer ſhee can get any foule ne be nag 
thy an adultreſſe. The Gentlewoman hearing him (o er⸗ 


neſt , pꝛaped him to put vp the matter 
ſhe it was but a ſhift toercuſe I 
to the pꝛ inceſſe: ande bent Pandarina felling 

was ſozy her had offended her, and (0 away 
they went together to the pzinceſſe . J baue wandzed, 
Gentlewomen, ſomwhat beſides the path of my pzomj- 
ſed purpoſe , but pet not cleane out of the way: bv 
owne will and intent. Foz though this bigreſiõ pertaine 
litle to the hiſtozy J haue in hande, vet 2 2 
monith you that you take not erecutions of curioſyty a- 


gainf kiſſes which are ginen you of curteſy : and if there 
chaunce tobe any fault in them, uber 8 
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trale it, 02 pꝛeſentip to returne the kifſes againe to him. 
which gaue them. But in extuſing my foꝛmer digreſſion, 
I ſhall enter into another vdigreſſion , therefoze to the 
matter and purpoſe pꝛopoſed. Pandarina beeinge pꝛe⸗ 
ferred to the pꝛeſence of the P2zinceſe , bauinge done 
dutifall reuerence humblye craued to knowe her pleas 
ſure . Nay rather anſwered the p2incefſe, it is my payne 
Gentlewoman which J meane ts make you p2tuyp to: and 
bluſhing either foz giltineſſe oz fo2 baſhfulneſſe, ſhee vn- 
folded þ ſecrets of her thoughts to Pandarina in this ſozte, 
Gentlewoman, but that J know to whom J ſpeake, I 
ſhoulde perchaunce ber in doubt what to ſpeake in this 
matter, which is ſomewhat vnmeete foz my maydenly 
eſtate , But conſidering vou are a womã, and one who no 
doubt in your time haue felt the fozce of loue, J perſwade 
my ſelle J may boldly impart vato you the panges of mp 
paſſion, as to one who (x hope) will rather ſeeke aſalug 
foz my loze, then thinke ſiniſterly of my doinges. Ther⸗ 
foe pon ſhall vnderſfand that the ſight of Kinge Minos, 
who layeth ſiege to our city, hath made ſutch a bzeach in - 
to my heart, that J lie altogether open to his aſſaultes, 
and am fapne to peeld my ſelfe his pꝛiſoner and captive, 
And though it may ſeeme ſtraunge vnto you that his foz- 
ces beeinge not bent again me, ſhould haue ſutch foꝛce 
ouer mee , pet it is often ſcene that a dart leueled at one, 
lightcs on another. And though you may meruayle to 
ſe me pelde beefoze any onſet bee giuen , pet no doubt 
that cittie merifttes moꝛe mercy which yeldeth without 
aſſault, then that which ſtandeth to the doubtfall euent of 
battayle , and after mutth effuſion of bloud, peldeth when 
it is able to ſtand no langer in defence. Fo2 here the loſe 
in the ſiege, taketh away the gaine in the conqueſt, the 
paine in purſuing, taketh away the pleſure in poſſeſſing, 
and the hardneile in winning d2owneth the happineſſe in 
wearing, And ſurely if maides would follow my coun- 
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to vſe ſatch nice denials and dainty delayes fo thoſe, 
whom they thinke wozthy of them, and whom they mean 
only ſhall inioy them. Foꝛ they gaine nothing hereby 
but deferre their owne releife , and increaſe their loners 
greite. Beeſides that when they are ſo hardly wonne, it is 
a ſigne they peld rather by impoztanityof the wwer, the 
by any inclination of godwill on their owne part. But 
what nede J vſe this defence, where no body chargeth 
mee with any offence? This rather lieth me vpon,erneſt- 
ly to traue your aide « aſſiſtance in this my diſtreſſe, and 
that yon will either by counſaple cure my diſeaſe, either 
by paine oꝛ pollicy put mee in poſſeſſion of my deſire. 

A am thus bolde to commit this matter vnto pou , pzeſu- 
ming of pour god wit, and godwill towardes mee. And 
if you ſhe w ſutch faythfall freindlyneſſe herein, as J ve- 
rily loke fo; , aſare your ſelfe J will in ſutch freindly 
manner requite it as you ſhall very well like of. Miſte⸗ 
ris Pandarina hauing attentincly attended her talke, du⸗ 
tifally replied in this ſoꝛte. 

Polk excellent Pzincefſe, Jam humbly to thanke you 
that it pleaſeth you to repoſe ſutch credite in mee as to diſ- 
cleaſe pour ſecretes to me , and J ſhall thinke my ſelfe 
moſt happy, if my duty may any way doe vou god, 02 my 
feruice ſatiſfie pour expectation . And touching your loue 
it is ſutch that you neede not bee aſhamed to ſhew it, yea 
in my iudgemente it is rather ta bee commended euery 
way, th tõdemned any way. Foz firſt in that your fancy 
is fixed on a p2tnce , vou ſhew pour pꝛincely minde in ly- 
king your like: then in that pou ſcke to topne pour ſeiſe 
to him in mariage,you ſhew your godly diſpoſition, in de- 
firing to quenche the deſires of pour harte by that gobly 
meane which god hath made and appointed. Thirdly in 
jouinge pour fathers foe , pou follome gods commanndes 
ment, who willeth pou to requite gd fog euul. Yea and 
by this meanes pou may bee a meane to make peace and 
amity betwene two enemies, and ſaue your cittie _ 
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ſiege and ſacke , Laſtly in that you peeld ſo quickly to the 
alarms of loue, you ſhew your fine nature and wit which 
are ſoneft ſubiea to the impꝛeſſion of loue. And foz your 
opinion touching the dealing of dainty damſels , you are 
no doubt (Padame) in the right. Fo2 thoſe which are ſo 
topiche 1 wilde, oz ſo haggarde like, that ſcarce in ſeuen 
peres ſute they will bee reclaimed, they plainely ſhewe 
themſelues either to bee of baſe mettal,as not to bee capa⸗ 
ble of loue , either of groſe wittes as not to vnderſtande 
when loue is made vnto them, either of lender tudgment 
as not to accept god offers, either of incontinent conuer⸗ 
ſation as beeing loth to bee tied to one diet , either of in- 
con ſtaunt conditions, as iudging men as light of loue as 
themſelues are leud of life, 02 els ſome way imperfcae 
that they are not meet fo; the holy ſtate of matrimony. 
Now wheras you craue my counſel and helpe to thebꝛin⸗ 
ging of your god purpoſe to paſſe , god Padame would J 
were as well able as willinge to doc you god : but ſo far 
as my ſimple wits can ſee in the matter, A thinke this 
way the beſt to wozke pour will: you knowe pour father 
bath on his bead a golden haire whereon dependeth the 
ſtay of his ſtate and puiſſance of his power, no moꝛe but 
when your father is a ſieepe, pull of the the heire and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent kinge Minos therwith and no doubt but hee will im⸗ 
bꝛate you as the autoz of his vico2y, and receiue pou foz 
bis lawful and louing wife, ſo ſhal you redꝛeſſe your own 
diſtres, and pꝛeſerue the life of your father and his peo⸗ 
ple, who perchaunce by the continuance of this warre, 
may come to confalion. The pꝛinceſſe likinge reaſonas 
bly well of this pꝛadiſe of Pandarina , gaue ber thankes 
foꝛ her god counſaple, and departed into her chamber by 
her ſelfe to thinke moe of the matter, where ſhee entred 
with her ſclfe into theſe contrarieties. 

I ſe there is no diſeaſe ſo deſperate, but if it be taken 
in time phiſick may help it: no matter ſo harde but poly⸗ 
tie can pꝛeuaile in it, noz no policye ſo good but expery» 
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ence will put into our heads:as may be ſcene by the ſouny' 
aduice and perfect polycie of Pandarina, J warrant J any 
not the firſt clyent that this counſellour hath had, J am 
not the firſt Pupill that ſhe hath pꝛadiſed foz, this is not 
the firſt ſluttiſh ſute that ſhe bath bene DSolicyter in, this 
is not the firſt honeſt match that ſhe hath made. But tay, 
let me not commend her cunning and counſel! to mutch, 
befoze J conſider better of the godneſſe thereof, J muſt 
fo:ſoth pull of my fathers golden hatre and pꝛeſent Mi- 
nos therwith : a light matter it ſ&meth to put of a haire, 
but alas, that haire containeth my fathers helpe, his 
bope,his hap, his ſtrength, his power, his conqueft,and 
bis kingdome. Shall J then ſo mutch tranſgreſſe the 
lawes of nature to bzing him to a miſerable plight , who 
was the cauſe that J came into this toyfull lighte? Who 
from my infancy carefully cheriſhed, and fatherlye foſtes 
red mee vp, whom by humaine and deuine lawes J an 
bound to obey hono2 and loue? No,auaunt vnlawful tone, 
thou art rated at to high a pꝛice to be reached: auaunte 
foule beaſtly baude, thy counſell is withoute conſcience, 
thy aduice without honeſty:they which cteane to thy help 
ſhall bee ſerued as he whiche ready to fall from a hedge, 
catcheth holde of a ſharpe bzyer to ſtaye himſelfe : they 
p follow thy phifick ſhal do as he which to heale his agne, 
flew himſelf: they which pꝛouide foz their fathers peace 
and pꝛeſeruation as thou wouldeſt haue me to doe, ſhalt 
with the Daughters of Pelias kill their Father to make 
dym younge agayne: They which loue their Father as 
thou wouldſt haue me to do, ſhall with Thais to her Phz- 
dtia ſhut hym out of the does, and ont of his kingdome 
to lone, But what, doe floudes dzowne feldes befoze 
they finde a btack ? can one be exalted without anothers 
w:acke ? Can à be pꝛeferred to pleaſure without ſome o» 
thers raine, But it greues mee my father ſhoulde 
bee pinched fo2 my pleaſure. Why it is reaſon the greife 
culd be theirs, whole is the gaine. But it is perilons foz 
v3 mee 
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mee to enterpꝛiſe ſo great a matter. Why is it not reaſon 
the perill ſhould be mine in purſning, when the plcaſure 
ſhall bee mine in poſſeſſing 7 but alas it nippeth me nere 
to loſe my father the vidoꝛp, to winne my ſelfe my loue, 
Why alas greuous woundes mult haue ſmarting play» 
ters, and thoſe medicines euer ſoneſt heale vs whiche 
molt grene vs. And ſhall J then pꝛeferre mine owne 
pleaſure befoze my fathers pzofit 2 why euerp one ought 
to be nereſt to them ſelues, and their wiſdome is nothing 
wozth which are not wiſe fo2 them ſelues. Nay rather 
ſhall A pꝛeferre the commodytie of King Minos befoze the 
commodytie of King Nyſus: why Nyſus is my father:why 
Minos will be my Phere : why Nyſus gaue me lyfe: Why 
Minos wyll yelve mee lone: Why Nyſus made mee a 
maide: Why Minos wit make me a mother: Why Ny- 
ſus cheriſed mee beeing young : Why Minos wyll make 
mutch of mee beeinge olde: why nature bindeth mee to 
loue my father: why God commaundeth mee to loue mp 
buſband : Ah fle, doe J call hym huſbande who wyll not 
haue mee: doe J call him phere who foꝛceth not of mee: 
As it lykely hee will receine a runnagate from her cittic, 
a beetraper of her Father: Can hee think to finde meg 
faithfull towards him, that am faithleſſe to mine owne 
father 2 Tuſh hee will attribute all this to toue, and loue 
mee þ better fo2 it. Ye will excuſe : beare with my doings 
by the exiple of his owne daughter Ariadne, who betraied 
bun to her louer I heſius:by the exãple of Medea, ho be- 
traied her father to Iaſon:by the example of Hyppodame, 
who pꝛocured 6 death of her father by matching w Pelops 
And therfoze al doubtes done away, J wil without delay 
put the policte of Pandar,in pꝛadiſe. The night following 
ſutch halt her hot lone required) the ſhewd her ſelfe Pis 
eris of her woꝛd though not of her ſelfe, and perfozmed 
that which ſhee ſayde ſhe would. Foz her father beeing a 
lepe, the got ſoftly to him and cut of his pꝛecious haire 
which had in it ſutch vertue. Which done, ſhe went to 
D ty Kinge 
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King Minos and pꝛeſented him therewith, who in moſt 
repꝛochefull wozdes repꝛehended her deede, and in moſt 
diſdainfull ſozt reieced her loue. But ſhe not meaning to 
leaue her loue while ſhee had lyfe, leapt into the ſea to 
ſwim after him as hee ſayled away. And ſo quenched her 
deſire in the bottome of the ſea. 

Pou ſee here,Gentlewomen,ſhe y would not loke vpõ 
her Iphis,coulde not be loked vpon by her Minos, Shee 
that would make no account of her inferriour, could not 
be accounted of by her ſuperiour. Foz it is a plaine caſe, 
(and therfoze loke to it) that they which deale rigoꝛoull y 
with other,ſhall bee rudely dealt withal themſelues. But 
A am by this ſtoꝛy chiefely to admonich pou that you pull 
not of your fathers haire that is, p you pul not theirharts 
out of their bodies, by vnaduiſedly caſtinge pour ſelues 
away in matching in marriage with thoſe who are not 
meet foꝛ vou. That is to pull of your fathers haire, when 
vou ſhall caſt of the bꝛidle of obedience,raſhly run at ran⸗ 
don, rudely neglect his p2ecepts, and pzeſumptuouſly 
place pour ſelucs in marriage contrarie to his pleaſure: 
that is to pull of pour Fathers haire. But (Soueraigne) 
now pour father is gone, J will giue pou mo2ze ſound ads 
vice: J will admoniſhe pon all not to pull of pour owne 
baire,that is not to binde your ſelues to the froward fanſt 
of pour politique parents, but to make pour choice in mar 
riage acco2ding to pour owne mindes : fo oner widowes 
you ſee Fathers haue no pzcheminfce of power touching 
their marriages : and you are not to know that mariage 
is a contra conſiſting of the free conſent of both the par 
ties,and that onely is required in the conſummation of 
marriages : andthe Rodians haue this law,that onely the 
mothers haue rule oner the Daughters, But mum, lupus 
in fabula. J muſt (J ſay) admoniſh yon Þ as pour parents 
gaue you pour bodies, ſo they may diſpoſe of them. That 
pou requicht all their loue,care and coſt, at leaſt with o- 
bedience. A muſt tel you that if you honour not them your 
dayes 
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dapes will bee ſhozt on earth: J muſt tell you that Ra- 
uens will pull oat the eye that blindeth the Father, any 
negledeth the god inſtruction of the mother, as Solomon 


ſapd. 
Curiatius and Horatia. 


CYRIATIVSayoung Gentleman of the Citie of A/banis 
mITALV, fallinge into extreame loue with Horatia a 
oung Gentle woman of the Cittie of Rome, after longe 
— many delayes, obtaineth her graunt to bee his 
wife. But in che meane time, contention fallinge out 
beetwene the two Cities, Cxrlatlur is (laine in the 
fielde by Horatiur, brother to the ſaid Gentlewoman,to 
— hee — — _— death Horatia moſt 
ittifull aylinge, her r ly diſdayneth 
— — her — wich his 
Woorg, 


LUrely Gentlewomen,either accozding to Ouid his o- 
Forma numen habet,Beutie hath ſome diuinity 

oz Godhead in it,oz els contrary to the common opinion, 
loue is ſome heauenly influence and no earthly accident. 
Foz of euer earthly and moztall motion there may ſome 
pꝛobable reaſon oꝛ naturall cauſe bee giuen: as enery1y- 
ving creature deſireth that whiche is good and agreeable 
to it nature, bicauſe euery thinge is dere to it ſelfe, and 
deſireth the conſeruation of it ſelfe in it kinde, As the 
earth dzaweth downward,beecauſe it is heaup, the fyꝛe 
fiveth vpward beecauſe it is light, the water contrarie to 
it nature oftentimes aſcendeth to the top of high hyls to 
avorde vacantneſſe. The aire foꝛ the ſame cauſe often 
times diſcendeth into the pozes of the earth: as choleriks 
complexions are ſoneft incenſed to —— they 
ounde 
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abound with heate, as women are not ſo ſubject to anger 
as men beecauſe thep are moze colde of nature. And ſo of 
all humaine actions t natural eſtedes, there may be ſome 
pꝛobable reaſon and naturall cauſe yelded. But of loue 
it is ſo farre without the compaſſe of reaſon and bounds 
of nature, that there can no reaſon, no cauſe,no coniectur 
bee geuen of it, Neither what it is, woꝛking ſutch diners 
effects, neither whence it is, pꝛoceedinge of ſo diners caus 
ſes, neither whether it will being neuer ſatiſfied, Ther, 
foze no carthly thing but ſome ſupernal power ſure it is, 
as pour ſelues (A thinke) will ſay by that time pou haue 
harde the Hiſtoꝛy of Curiatius who was ſodenly ſtrocken 
thcrewith as if it had beene with ſome thunder oz light- 
ning from heauen. Foz you ſhall vnderſtande this gen- 
tleman dwelling in a towne named Albania, ſituate nere 
vnto the Cittie of Rome, hee made dayly repaire vnto 
Rome, both in reſpect of pꝛoſit, as to deale with marchants 
in matters of waight,and in reſpect of pleaſure,as to fre- 
quent the felowſhip of luſty younge Gentlemen whiche 
flouriſhed in that Cittie. Now it was his chaunce as hee 
ſtraped about the ſtreetes, to ſ& a pzoper Gentlewoman 
named Horatia, ſittinge at her Fathers doze to take 
the aire, and to recreate her ſeife with the ſighte of 
thoſe that paſſed by: and notwithſtandinge he had neuer 
ſcene her befoze, yet thꝛough the deuine power of loue, he 
was ſo blaſted with her beautie, that he pzeſently pꝛotla⸗ 
med her the foneraigne of his thoughtes, and gouerneſſs 
of all his doinges. And hauinge paſſedby her twiſe oz 
th:iſe with lokes ſhewing his loue, and ſalutations ſig⸗ 
niſiyng his ſute, he could not be ſo ſatiſfied but baniſhing 
baſhfulnes, he couragiouſly incoũtred her in this miner, 

Gentle woman, God ſane pou, and ſend vou that which 
vou wiſh, and to wiſh that which J would. God Miſbe⸗ 
ris map it pleaſe you to know that though my fete haue 
fo:ce to cary my body from this place, pet my harte will 
not ſuffer me to turne my dead from beholdinge pour 
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wet face, whiche is the cauſe that hath made mer thus 
bololy to intrude my ſelfe into pour company . Bat ſet⸗ 
ting pour ganeſſe againſt my rudeneſſe, J doubte not 
but you will attribute it rather to abundaunce cf goods 
will, then to want of good behautour, and rather take it 
foz god meaning then yll manner, But if it pleaſe you 
not thus frindly to interpꝛet it, pet at leaſt J beſech you 
not to impute it to my boldneſſe, but to your owne beau⸗ 
tie: foz as the Larketaker in his day net hath a glaſſe 
whereon while the birdes ſit and gaze they are taken in 
the net, ſo pour face hath ſutch a gliſteringe glaſſe of gad- 
lyneffe in it, that while J gazed thereon J was caught in 
the ſnares of Cupid.D; as the Spider in her webbe doth 
faſt winde the litle Flie,ſo your beauty doth ſo faſt binde 
mee in the beames thereof, that J am faine pzeſently to 
vpelde my ſelfe a p2ay to your god pleaſure : bumbly bes 
ſeching you to account of mee, not accozdinge tomy de⸗ 
ſerts which as yet are none, but accozdinge to the lopall 
ſcruice which J faithfully vow hereafter to da vnto you. 
either meane J to traue other rewarde foz my ſeruice, 
onely that it will pleaſe you in god parte to accept it. 
Horatia hauinge harkened to this talke with a certaine 
— 57 and ſolemne ſcilence made him this waſpiſhs 
of 

+. - Gentleman, this libertie of ſp&che in vou ſheweth the 
lightneſe of your lone,fo2 as I haue harde thoſe that loug 
molt ſpeak leaf, as hearing their cogitations conuerſant 
in the contemplation of the Saints whom they ſerue, but 
pour ſmoth tale and fine ffled woꝛds ſhe w that pour pꝛac⸗ 
tiſe is rather fainedly to pꝛetende loue then faithfully to 
loue} And foz my part 7 would not you ſhould think me 
either ſo ſimple as to beleue pour coloured woꝛds, either 
ſoonergone in lykinge of my ſelfe, but that J take the 
commendation which you giue mee, rather foz triflinge 
mockinge then true meaninge, and J pꝛomiſe you J had 
rather you woulde vſe ſome _ exerciſe your elo- 
quence 
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quence on then my ſelfe, foz that I neither like of pour 
vnlykely loue,neither meane to be framed to your folly, 
Pour comming to mee vpon no acquaintaunce contens 
teth mee well inough fo2 that J may leaue pour compa⸗ 
ny when I lyſt,and ſo turned in at the doze fro him. The 
Gentleman ſeeing her rigo2ouſneſſe to excede his owne 
rudencſſe,laying aſide a litle moze good manner, toke hir 
faſt by the arme deſiringe her to tay a wozde oz twaine 
which he vttered to this effec, 

O geo Miſteris, goe not about to toꝛment hym ſo ter- 
ribly whiche loueth you ſo intirely, depzine mee not of 
that ſight which doth onely wozk my delight, abſent not 
your ſelfe from him whom nothinge vnder the Sunne 
pleaſeth but yonr pꝛeſence. And whereas you chalenge 
my lybert ie of ſpeeche,may it like vou to vnderſtand that 
thoagh this ſodaine loue hath made me looſe in a maner 
the remembzaunce of my ſelfe,and cauſed mee to bee car⸗ 
tefe and negligent in all other affaires though of neuer 
ſo great impoztance,yet the beeholdinge of, your ſemely 
ſelfe dyth fo renine my ſences and quicken my ſpirits 
that it maketh all my partes to doe their part in pꝛaping 
foz pittie and p2ayſing your perſon : wherein if J ſhould 
bee ſpeecheleſſe, J might iuſtly be thought to ſpare the 
trueth and ſpighte your perfection, And that my loue is 
modeſt without mocking, true without friflynge, and ve⸗ 
hement without vanytie,J take the heauens to witnes: 
and beeſivs let this be p2aciſed foz pzofe,that if it pleaſe 
vou to implop mee, vou ſhall finde mee as ſptedy to end my 
lyfe to doe you good, as ready to ſpende my time to dog 
you leruice. Pary(ſaith ſhe)perchaunce ſo,foz J thinks 
A ſhall funde you neither ſpedy in the one, neither ready 
in the other. But thei that haue once paſſed the bounds of 
ſhamefaſtneſſe, may euer after lawfully bee 
and you that haue beegunne to fcoffe and gybe, thinke by 
autho2ytie you may continue in it: ſutch a one J count 
you to bee and ſo J account of vou. . 


— 
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without dozes. Who ſ&inge him ſelfe ſo conrlp ac- 
counted of, fell to raginge to him ſelfe in this manner, 

Ah the bzauery of theſe fine girles, the moꝛe they are 
courted the moze they are cop, the moze humbly they are 
ſued vnto, the moze loftyly they loke, And if a man 
pꝛadiſe them in the way of marriage, good God what 
ſhew of ſhamefaſtneſſe will they make, what viſo2s of 
vyꝛginitie will they put on, what colours of continencie 
wil they ſet foꝛth, what charineſſe wil they make of their 
chaſtitie? they neuer fozſooth meane to marrie, ſapinge 
that ſingle life is the only ſwet life, that marriage is in- 
nented rather foz neceſſitie then fo2 any goodneſſe that is 
in it, that their yeres pet require no haſt of marriage, £ 
that if God would giue them grate, a their freinds would 
not fozce them to the contrarie, they would neuer know 
what man meaneth while they tine, Whereas in dery 
deede they deſire nothyng moze then marriage , ncither 
touet any thing moze then the company of men. Agayne 
if a man making lone in way of marriage do but ſo mutch 
as touche one of theſe tender peces,they crie phy away, 
away, but let one that is married, oz one that meaneth 
not marriage dally with them , why they are as loſe of 
their lippes and as free of their fleſh as may bee: Fo2 let a 
man behaue himſelfe towardes them acco2dyng to the 
common courſe of curteſte, he ſhall obtapne any thyng of 
them,fo2 they know be is ſone loſt if he bee not ſone lo- 
ued, but let one direc his doynges by the lyne of loue, and 
bee dzawne into great depth of affenion towardes them, 
why they will raygne like pzinces ouer him: yea they 
will make him glad of oneglaunce of goodwill ginen by 
the eye: foz they know a litle thyng pleaſeth a foole , and 
they thinke him to faſt hampꝛed in folly to giue them the 
llip on the ſodayne. And bicauſe they count the number of 
ſuters a great teſtimony to their beutie 4 pꝛoufe of they: 
perfection, they ve twentie ſhiftes to haue if it bee polſi- 
ble twentie ſuters,ſome they + with lokes,ſome with 

y loue, 
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loue, ſome with pꝛomiſes ſome with p;actiſes,ſome with 
vowes ſome with vewes, ſome with triflinge ſome with 
truth, ſome with wozdes, ſome with wozkes, ſome with 
kiſſes ſome with curteſy ſome with witte ſome with 
wyles, ſome with fayth ſome with frande , ſome one 
way ſome another , ſo that by their willes they will 
haue as many ſuters as themſelues haue ficightes to 

entertaine them, And vet theſe girles on Gods name 
are to younge to haue a huſband , they are loth to leaue 
ſuckinge their dame. But ah blaſphemous beaſt that 
A am to calf ſutch diueliſh doubtes of her honeſty, whoſe 
verp countenance containeth continency in it, whoſe vi⸗ 
ſage ſeemes to bee without vice , and lakes without luſt, 
Is it likely h& will y&ld her body to bee abuſed by any, 
who wil not ſuffer her ſelfe to be vſed by any? And ſhe þ 
will not enter into modeſt matrimony , is it likely ſhee 
will fall into filthy foznication? No A thinke her to ber as 
fre from folly , as J thinke my ſelfe far from wiſdome 
who ſeeme to doubt of her honeſt dealing bicauſe ſh& wil 
not pelde conſent to my haſtie meaning. What know J 
whether ſhee be conſecrated alreadie to ſome other ſaint, 
Which if it bee ſo, with what reaſon can J locke to reaps 
any thynge at her handes but a repulſe ? Foz as cozged 
Vauks will ſtoupe to no lure, ſo a woman vowed already 
to another man, the fickeneſſe of other ſuters will not 
cure :02 it may be thus, that as the Fanconer when hee 
firſt dzaweth his Hauke out of the mew,giueth her waſht 
and bnpleaſant meates to make her after like better of 
better meates,ſo perchaunce her pollicic be firſt to fwede 
mee with bitter bꝛot hes, that hereafter dayntie fare map 
moze delight ma: and now to toſſe and toꝛment me with 
the rigozous ſtoꝛmes of repulſe, that hereafter the caulme 
of her conſent may the better content mee, Fo2 fpzinge 
time would neuer ſæme ſo pleaſaunt vnto vs, but by rea- 
ſon of the ſharpe winter which went befoze : peace would 
not ſo pleaſe * 1 by reaſon that warre — 
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ſpopled and waſted our country, So that if ſhe ber coy of 
conſent to make me inioꝝ the greater toy, may Jthynke 
my lelfe miſuſed? Againe would J haue her ſo light of 
loue to peelde to the firſte onſet : No ſhe deſerneth to bee 
purſued with endlefle paine , yea and J will trauaple in 
continuall toyle but her god will J will attaine, Now 
as the god Spaniell hauing ſpꝛung the partridge ceaſeth 
not to raunge the fieldes and beate the buſhes vntill hee 
haue retriued it againe to ſerue the Hauk which ficw at 
it, ſo hee hauing once ſcene this ſaint fought all occaſions 
to come to the ſight of her againe, and if it were poſſible 
ſurely to ſeaze vpon her. Now it pleaſed foztune to bee 
thus frindly to farther his purpoſe with this opoztunitie, 

Cher was in the cittie a very ſolemne wedding ſump⸗ 
tuouſly celeb2ated, where her by inquiry learned that his 
Miſteris was, wherevpon her aſſembled his company» 
ons together, and pꝛepared themſelues the ſame night to 
goe thither in a maſke : and beeing come to the houſe, af- 
ter they had marched vp anddowne the great chamber, 
firſt maſker hauing taken the bzide,he being the ſecond 
addzeſſed him ſelfe to his Piſteris with great deuotion, 
and when the ſownd of the inſtrumentes ceaſed, hee en⸗ 
tred into reaſoning with her in this ſozte. 

God ꝙiſteris, vou haue allowed to your lot in ſtedof 
amaſker a mourner, and foz one to delight vou with ple 
ſaunt diſcourſe pou ſhall haue one ta weary you with ru- 
full requeſtes : fo2 you ſhall vnderſtande J am your care- 
ful Curiatius whom nothing but the conſent of your good 
will can care, and hauing no other way to aſpire toyour 

eche , I thought beſte vnder this diſguiſed ſozte to diſ⸗ 

her plaialy vnto von the tonſtancy of my good will tos 
wardes pon. And if J could in wooꝛdes ſet fozth but 
halte the beanineTe which ſince the firſt fight of you hath 
ſunke into my bzeaft , J hope your hart would not bee ſo 
hard frozen but that the ſhininge fun of pity would thaw 
tt againe, Foz it plaintes —_— my paine , yours | 
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fill continued in carefull cries : if ſighes may ſhe we my 
ſozrow , the ſnioake of them hath reached to the ſkies: if 
teares may trie my truth, the water bath flowen as a 
floud from my eyes. And as theſe thingos haue paſſed 
heretofoze to my paine , ſo if hereaftcr the ſheddinge of 
my bloud may ſhe w my conſtancy oz wozke pour contens 
tation any way, aſſure your ſelfe J will bee ſo pꝛodigall 
therof, that your ſelfe ſhall haue iuſt cauſe to ſay J lined 
only to ſerue pou, and died to doe pou good. By this time 
the inſtrumentes ſowned another meaſure, at the ende 
wherof ſhee began to reply in this ſozte, 

Sir, J am ſozy you haue taken ſo great paine fo2 ſo 
litle thanke, foz if the end of pour maſke bee to make met 
marche vnder Venus banner, pea oz Iunots either , pour 
ſucceſſe wilbe ſatch that you ſhall haue cauſe to count this 
pour labour loſt, and that you haue caſt away ſo mutch 
coſt. Andfoz my part J pꝛomiſe you J had rather haue 
bene matcht with a mery maſker then a leude louer , fo; 
the one might delight mee, whereas the other doth ut 
ſpight mee . And if (as you ſay) you maſke without mitth 
ſo aſſure pour ſeife on the other ſide I daunce without de⸗ 
light: neither can it but greatly greiue mee to bee trou⸗ 
bled with ſo vnreaſonable a ſutoz, whom no reaſonable 
anſwere will ſatiſſie. This rigoꝛous replie of his Pilte- 
ris tonuerted him from a maſker to a Hummer, foꝛ hee 
was ſtrooke ſa dead herewith that the vſe of his tounge 
vtterly fapled him. But at length being come to himſelf 
againe,hee entred into this vehemency with her. 

O Gentlewoman, ſuffer not the bꝛight ſanne of pour 
beauty to bee. eclipſed with cruelty : contaminate not 
pour cumlineſſe with coyneſſe: remember beauty and 
cumlineſſe continue not, wheras eurteſy and clemency 
remaine foz euer. Conſider that vertue is the true beau⸗ 
ty which carrieth cõmendacion with it at al times, which 
maketh men loue thoſe whom they haue neuer ſeene, 
and which ſupplieth all other wantes whatſocuer ; te 
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not Antonius __ luſty gallant of this city p:efer Cleopa- 
tra that blacke Egiptian, foʒ her incomparable turteſp, be⸗ 
foze all the — farres of this citty: and did not the 
puiſant knight Perſey, in reſpec of her vertue, fetch An- 
dromade from the blacke Indians , Wherby you ſes that 
bounty befo2e beutie is alway to be pꝛeferred. Whiche 
bounty A beſceche you imbzace both to pꝛeſerue my life 
and pour owne god name. Alas what renowme {Hall you 
reape by killinge cruelly him that loued yon intirely? 
What glo2y ſhall you get by dꝛiuing into diſpaire him $5 
was dꝛawen into deſire towardes you ? No, pitty is the 
onely patheway to pzayſe , and mercy is the meane to 
make you immoztall. At the ende of the next meaſure 
ſhe replied in this ſozte. 

hy Gentleman, doe vou thinke it cruelty not to 
condiſcend to the requeſtes of euer one that maketh 
loue :? Doe pou count it vice not to yeld to the aTauites 
of euery laſciuious vdung man:? Doe you make ſo mean 
a count of mariage that yaurthinke it nut fozia naive (08 
raſhly to enter into it., without ſafficcent knowledge of 
your ſelfe, tgnozante'of your! life and cdnaerfation ; not 
knowing your ſtate, parentes, oz freindes : againe withs 
out the conſent of ary freindes , without their good will 
andfurtherance, and which is moſt of all, without mine 
owne loue and likinge : No, J will haue moe tryail of 
him whom'J meane to marry the n J haue had af vou 
and J wil ferle in my ſelf moze feruent affection towards 
him, then as pet J doe beare pou, You muſt conſider. it 
is not foz a day oꝛ a pere that man and wife muſt conti⸗ 
nue together, but enen fo: the whole. terme of their life: 
and that they may not foz any reſpede chaunge, beeinge 
once chayned together: but muſte remame rontent the 
one with the other in ſolace and in ſozrowe , in ficknefſe 
and in ſafenes, in plenty andin penury. Way againe 
that the happy life of the wife only tonſiſteth in the loyall 
loue of her huſband, and that ſhee repoſeth herſelife or 
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in the pleaſure ſhee hath in him. She fo; the molt part 
ſitteth ſtill at home, Chee hanketh not, ſhee hunteth not, 
thee diſeth not, ſhee in a manner receiueth no other cons 


tentation but in his company. Vee is the only play which 


pleaſeth her, hee is the only game which gladdeth her, he 
is the field ſhee delighteth to walke in, hee is the fozreſt 
ſhee foꝛceth to hunt in. Do that in my iudgement in 
takinge a haſbande , no heede can bee to wary , no chopce 
tochary . And therefoze pou mat make a count that mas 
riage is a matter neither ſo raſhly to bee required as you 
doe, neither ſo eaſelp to bee graunted as you would haue 
mee to doe. And if you adhibite any credite to my coun⸗ 
ſayle, J would with pou to ſowe the ſeede of pour ſute in 
a moze fertill ſople, fo in mee no graftes of grauntes,0z 
flowers of affirming will by any ureanes growe, but on- 
Ip double denialles and ragged repulſes. Vis replie 
bereto with divers other diſcourſes whiche paſſed bee- 
fween them, J wil omit,left ; ould weary you with the 
weary tople whiche her made of it. And beſides J would 
not you ſhould take example by her to hangof ſo ſtraung⸗ 
ty, when you are ſuev'toſd/humbly: and not tofaine diſ⸗ 
likinge ſo deepely , when in deed you lone intirely - Foz 
notwithſtanding all his erneſt ſute hee could not receiue 
ſo mutch as one good wo2zdeof good wil. At length the 
dauncinge beeinge bone, the banquet was bergunne 
Wherevppon their talke ceaſed, but his loue dayiy in- 
creaſed : in ſo match that he fully reſolued with him⸗ 
ſclfe , ( hopinge thereby ſomewhat to bee eaſed of his 
greife) to foʒſake country, friendes,lyningeand all that 
— And there vpon wꝛote a letter vnto her ta this 
'  Seinge (moſt mercyleſſe Pifteris) neither my per⸗ 
ſon can pleaſe vou, neither my lyuinge tyke vou, neither 
my calling content pou, neither my ſingular affecion tos 
wards you cauſe you fo requite it wiyke loue, J meane 
biterly to abandon the place of your abode, and to beſtow 
= wy 
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my ſelfe in ſome ſatch fare country, whyther not ſo much 
as Þ repozt of your vertue and beaty ſhall come: hopinge 
therby ſomwhat to appeaſe my paine, and to aſſ wage the 
rygour of my raginge loac. F02 as the ſence of ſœinge is 
molt ſharp, ſo is that paine molt pinching, to ſee the thing 
one ſeketh, and can not poſſeſſe it. Lyke as the Gzey- 
bounde is græued to ſa the Bare if he bee kept in lippe, 
and the Hauke the Partridge if ſhe bee tyed in lunes, and 
as the common ſaying is,y which the eye ſeth, the hart 
geueth. Likewiſe ta heare of your happte marriage with 
ſome other, would be litle better then death vato mee, to 
think any other ſhould inioy that which by law of loue is 
pꝛoper to my ſelfe ; and ta heare of your valucky linking 
with any , would bee death it ſelfe vato mee, fo thinks 
that m onip topthould liue in annoy, Therfoze J thinke 
the beſt way to mitigate my martirdome, is to abſente 
my felfe from both hearing and ſeeing. I could reaue my 
felf of life, and ſo rid my ſelfe of rife, but alas to imbʒue 
my hands with mine owne bloud, would but bzing to my 
bon deſtrua ion, to my ſoule damnation , to my freindes 
deſolation, and to pour ſelfe defamation. Where as by 
contynuinge my carefalll life, F may at leaſt oz at laſte 
make manifeſte the conſtancy of my loue to the whole 
wo2lazand-fome way implop my ſelfe to doe you ſeruice. 
Foz aſſurt pour ſelfe this, that what land ſoeuer J ſhall 
lodge in, my hart and body ſhall bee dedicated to doe pou 
duty and ſecuice. And thus ready to goe to ſea ward, 1 fay 
only to know whether it ſtand with your god pleaſure ta 


command mee any ſeruice. 
yours while beets, C VRIATI VS. 


Haratia hauing red this letter and thinking, ſhee had 
ſufficiently ſounded þ depth of his deuotion towards her, 
returned him this comfoztable anſwer. 

Albeit ür, I nothinge doubt of pour departure out of 
pour country, foz that nothing is moze deere to any man 
then his 9wne natiue ſople, and beſides x know you = 
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it only fo; a meane to moue mee to mercy, pet to confelſe 
the truth the ſecret good will which longe ünce J haue 
bozne vou, will not ſuffer mee to conceale from you any 
longer the ſecrets of my thoughtes . Therfoze you ſhalt 
vnderſtand J haue not vſed this fraungneſſe towardes 
pou foz that my minde hath bene enſtraunged oz aliena- 
ted from vou, but only to try the truth of your god will tos 
wardes mee, Foz if foz one repulſe oz two (like an ill 
hound which fo2 one loſle oz twain giueth ouer the chaſe) 
vou would haue giuen ouer your ſute, J might haue iud⸗ 
ged rightly that you had loued but lightly . But now J 
ſee you continue to the ende , there ts no reaſon but you 
ſhould bee ſaued, if I may terme it ſauing, the hauing of ſo 
woꝛthles a wife as my ſelfe. But aſſure pour ſelſe this, 
haue not ſhewed my ſelfe heretofoze in loue ſo colde 
and fainte, as hereafter you ſhall finde mie in affection 
feruent and faithfull. J thinke your labour ſhalbe litle to 
get my freindes god will, foz if their iudgment agre& 
with mine they will thinke you wozthy ofa wozthier 
wife, and rather thankefully accept you then daintily de- 
lay vou. Thus ready to reſtoare the iniury Jhaue dong 
pou with any curteſy conuentent to my maydenty eſtate, 
A ceaſe], not ceaſinge dayly to recozde the depthe of your 
godwill in the bottome of my hart, and in deuouring by 
all meanes poſſible to hewe my ſelfe thankefull fo: the 
fame, Yaur', and her o'wne if yours *HORATIA. 
This letter ſo louinge, ſo vnloked fo2,ſo ſwete, ſo ſo⸗ 
daine, raiſed him from heanineſſe to happinefſe,from hell 
to heauen, from death to life, And pzeſently here vpon 
hee p2ocured her parentes conſent who were ſo willing 
thereto that they gaue him great thankes that it would 
pleaſe him to match in their ſtocke and kinred, thinking 
perchance that hee had bene a man of a higher calling 
then in derde her was, and pꝛayed to god that their daughs 
ter might become a wife woꝛthy of ſutch a huſband . And 
dere upon the day of the ſolemnizing of the mariage was 
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appointed , but many thinges (as the ſayinge is) happen 
betweene the cup and the lip, many thinges chaunte be⸗ 
tweene the bourd and the bed : man purpoſeth and God 
diſpoſeth, and it is the faſhion of foztune commonly thus 
to frame, that when hope and hap , when health any 
wealth are higheſt, then woe and wzacke , diſeaſe and 
death arc nigheft , Foz in this manner it happened this 
mariage to bee marred . There aroſe a quarrell between 
the towne Albania and the cittie of Rome, which not with 
wozdes but onely with weapons muſt ber decided: great 
burly burly there was in either towne, nothing but war, 
2 war, the Cannons roard, the barbed hozſe neighed, 
the glitteringe armour ſhined, the boyſtrous billes and 
pearcing pikes pꝛeſſed fozward , the dartes were dzeſſed, 
the bowes were bent, the women wept, the childzen crys 
ed, the Trumpets ſowned Tan tara, tara the Dzummes 
ffroake vp the mournfull marchinge fozward , and the 
ſouldiours on both ſides marched in battayle aray vnto 
—— — as one of the moſt couras 
6 captaines and boldeſt blouds of the Albanes, was the 
But to leane the battayle and come to the cons 
lite which Horacia had with her ſelfe when ſhe hearde 
that her beloued was in armes againſt her cittie. Sher 
fell fo:footh to reaſoninge with her ſelfe in this ſozte. 

O molt doubtfull diſtres that euer poꝛe damſell was 
dziuen to . - Foz whom ſhall J offer vppe ſacrifice, foz 
whom ſhall J make my vowes :? Foz whom ſhall J pꝛap 
foz vidozy, to whem ſhall J wiſhe the ouerthꝛowe ? on 
the one ſive fighteth my freinde, on the other ſide my fa⸗ 
ther: on the one ſide the cittie wherin Jam is in daun⸗ 
ger to bee ſacked, on the other ſide the towne whither J 
mulk goe is in perill to bee fpoyled , on the one fide Jam 

fo loſe my loue, on the other ſide mine owne life. 
that J know not to whether part, J ought to incline 

in hart. o tan: Why a woman ought to fozſake father 
and mother and 1 —Y 
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thinge to ber moze ſwete vnto mer, then the cittie to be 
counted mine, we being both one fleſh? But life is ſweet 
to euery one: full ſower God knoweth to mee without 
his loue and life. So that if my will might wozke ef- 
fecte , J would rather wiſh that of the two, Rome might 
run to ruine. But alas, dareth he lay ſiege to the cittie 
wherin J am: Is he not affraide to ouerth2ow the houſe 
that harboureth mee? Daubteth he not leaſt ſome peece 
ſhouldperce my tender b2eaft 2 Yes nd doubt of it, hee 
decpcly doubteth it: but alas, they that are bound muſt 
obep, hee muſt follow of fozce his general captayne, vn- 
tefſe hee will incur the ſuſpition of cowardſineſſe, oꝛ trea⸗ 
ſon,o2'both.Like as Viyſſes was greatly defamed bicanſe 
hee faigned himſelk to be mad, fo: that he would not go to 
the ſiege of Troy. No god ſheild my Curiatius from ſhame, 
god ſende him either friendly to enter into the citie , all 
quarrels beeing ended and trute taken ; either valiantiy 
to venture into the ciftie , and cen nt atmes 
to imbꝛace mee. By this time both mirs were met, 
und to auopd the effuſion bf bloud, the general Captain 
entred into this agreement. There were in either arme 
thzee bzothers of great courage and tountenaunte, the 
Romaines were named Horatii, bzothers to the Gentle⸗ 
womũ befoze ſpoken of, the Aſbanes were called Cat) bg 
wherofonewasþ gentlemi beſoꝛe mt᷑tioned. Pow it was 
tonctuded that theſe bzothers on bothMes Could by vii 
of ſwoꝛde ſtint the ſtrife betweene theſttownes : and if 
the Hor, conquered the Curiatii , that then the Albanes 
mould remain vnder the rule and empire e 
ifotherwiſe, then other wife. Verevpon theſtfire'ba- 
liaunt champions at the ſound et the Ter utrer 
the liſtes; and fell to furious fight: wirhin tod zt time two 
of the Horatii were flayne,and al the thzee Curiatij wonn⸗ 
ded: the Romaine remaynynge alone to withſtand thiee, 
reliredſomewhat'backe; A ne 
mies ons cam anothot, which done, hee flue * 
71 ! 3 4.4 er 
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after another This valiant vico:y atchiued, w great toy 
triumph he returned into s citie,q among t b reit ready 
to receiue him, was his filter Horatia, who knew nothing 
perticulerly of py which was done in þ field,but only Þ the 
Romayns were vidoꝛs. But ſeing a far of about her bꝛo⸗ 
thers ſhoulders þ coate armour of her Cur. which the her 
ſelf w needle wozk had tur ioully made, being therby ful- 
lyaCuted of his death, ſhe' was dꝛiuen into theſe dolefull 
plaints. Oh Heaut᷑s, what helliſh light doe J ſx, far moze 
dolozous and dangerous then monſtrous Meduſaes head? 
And is my Curiatius llaine : then tare come cut in ſunder 
my coꝛps, th dole deliuer me to þdzeadful darts of death. 
#02 what lyfe (alas) in this byfe is to bee counted lpfe, 
Wwithbut his like and loue: lo: ſo to liue, as not to live: why 
would J long any longer toliut : What ioy in this cõmon 
joy can J count iop, and not him inioy who was my only 
oy: No though the whole Cittte unge in triumphe, J 
muſt ſozrow in ts? ment: though the Rothanes vaunt of 
vino, J mus tomylaine of oherthzowe : though they 
-fivairith in pꝛolperytie, I mult fave in abherũtie: though 
| Nene dn bliſſe, I muſt bath in bale: though they 
e in peace, I mult lead my lyfe in warre: though they 
pbſſeſſe pleuſure, 3 muſt pine away in paine, Foz me 
riorhph, my vieo2y, my pꝛoſperytie, my bliſſe, mp peace, 
my pleature, is periſhey, Yea now my marrying is tur⸗ 
ned to mourning, my wedding to weeping, my wealth by 
warre is waſted, my flowꝛe of ioy by the cold froſt of can⸗ 
kred fight is defaced. Yea what flower can flouriſh where 


no Sun voth ſhine : what Dan can ſhine inclofed cloſe in 


th? n alas is dead, and downe foz ener ryſinge 
— . — wozlde with mee is at an ende and done 
fo; ener ioping againe. Moe worth the cauſe, the quars 
rel, the conflict, that bzought my Cutiatius to this cureles 
caſe, O woulde to God my Citte bad berne ſacked, my 
ftienvs ſpoyled, and my bꝛothers bought to bane, rather 


AT ould haue come to this careful ende. 
* 1 A w © b;other 
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O bꝛother Þ haſt not only ſlaine thy foes but thy friends, 
thou haſt not only killed Curiacius but thou haſt wounded 
thine owne Siſter to death. Her bzother paſſinge by 
her and hearing her beauy plaints,beeing therwith rapt 
into great rage, and with pꝛide ol the vicozy almoſt ber⸗ 
ſides hymſelte, dꝛew his ſwoꝛd and fozgetting al lawes of 
nature and humanytie thzuſt his @iſter therewith to the 
harte, ſaping: get the hence to thy kinde ſpouſe with thy 
vnkinde loue, who fo2getteſt thy bꝛothers that are dead, 
thy bzother that is aliue, and the conqueſt of thy country. 
And ſo come it to eue ry Romaine that ſhall lament the 
death of an enemy to the Romaines, 

Pou haue harde Gentlewomen) — 
hand made a hand harmeleſſe wightes, and that 
hand had hangd — by bis pitiful peti 
cion had not purchaſed his pardon, Now J would heare 
pour indgementes to whom pou thinke this lamentable 
end of theſe louers ought to be imputed, Surely J think 
Horatiacheifly in fault foz holding of ſo -beefo;e ſhes 
woulde accept and acknowledge the loue of her heloued, 
Foz if ſhe would by any reaſonable ſute haue bene won, 
they had bene married longe time beefoze this warre be- 
gunne. They had d — ae together in Albania, 
and Curiatius being a ma man ſhould not haue ben 
pꝛeſt to the warres,but ſhould haue bene ſuffered to trys 
his manhod at home with his wife. So that ber lingring 
loue haſtened her and his death, her ſelfewill w2ought 
ber ſelfe and hym wzacke, And foz her Bꝛother his of- 
fence was litle, toꝛ in killing Curiatius bee pꝛocured con⸗ 
queſt to his Country and commendation to himſelfe: 
and in killinge his Diſter, her caſed her ol ſo mutch la · 
bour, and ſaued her ſoule from damnation. Foz hi knew 
thee would deſperately doc her ſelfe to death and conſide⸗ 
ring the miſerie ſhe was in, her thought hee could not doe 
{nd arr pleaſure then to cauſe her to die foz her 
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CxPHALYS aluſtye younge gallant, and PROCKRIE 
© a bewtifull girle, both of the Dake of VE N 1c x Courte, 
beecum eche amorous of other , and notwithſtandinge 
dclayes ptocured, at length are matched in marriage, ce- 
phalus pretending a far journey and long abſence, retur. 
neth beefore appointed time, to trie his wiues truſtineſſe. 
Procris falling into the folly of extreme ielouſie ouer her 
Huſband, purſueth him priuely into the wooddes a hun- 
ting, to ſee his bechaujour : whom cephalus heet inge to 
| in a bushe wherein ſhee was shrowded, and 
thinking it had bin ſome game, ſlayeth her vnwares, and 
8 the deede, conſumeth hymſelfe to death for 
rowe, 


IL is the pꝛouident policy of the deuine power to the in- 
tent wee ſhoulde not bee to pꝛoudly puft vp with pꝛoſpe⸗ 
ritie, moſt commonly to mix it with ſome ſower ſops of 
aduerſitie, and fo appointe the riuer ofour happineſſe to 
runge in a ſkreame of heauineſſe, as by all his benefites 
bountifully beeſtowed on vs, may ber plainely perteiued, 
whereof there is not any one fo abſolutely good and per- 
fcc, but that there ber inconnentences as well as coms 
modykies incurredthereby, The golden gliſteringe ſun 
which gladdeth all earthly wightes, parcheth the Som- 
mers greene,and blaſteth their bewtie which blaze their 
face therein: The fire which is a moſt neceary element 
vnto vs, tonſumeth moſt ſtatety towzes and ſumptuous 
Cities: ide water which we want in euery thing we do, 
deuoureth infinit numbers of men and huge heapes of 
treaſure and ritches: the aire wherby we line, is death to 
the diſceafed oꝛ wounded man, and beringe infected it is þ 
cauſe of all our es and peffilences : the earth which 
yelveth twde to our bodies,yeldeth poiſon alſo to 
PEE deſtroy 
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eur bodies: the gaides whiche doe vs god, often times 
wozke our decay and ruine:childꝛen which are our coms 
fo:te, are alſo cur care: marriage which is a meane to 
make vs immdꝛtall, and by our renewing oflpzing to rea 


duce our name from death, is accompanied with cares in 


number ſo endleſſe and in cumber ſo curelefſe,that if the 
pꝛeſeruation of mankinde , and the pzopagation of our 
ſclues in our kinde, did not pꝛouoke vs therto, wer ſhoutd 
hardly be allured to enter into it. And amongeſt all the 
miſeries that march vader the enſigne of marriage, in 
my fancy there is none that moꝛe tozments vs, then that 
hatefull helhounde Jclouſy,as the hiſtozy which you ſhall 
heare ſhall ſhew, | | | 
Pou ſhal vnderfand in the Dukes Courte of Venice, 
ſpent his time one Cephalus, a Gentleman of great cal» 
ling and god qualities, who at the firſt time hre infinuas 
ted himſelfe into the ſocietie ofthe Ladies and Gentle⸗ 
women, made no ſpeciall oz curious court to any one, but. 
generally vſed a dutifull re towards 
ſhewed hymſelle in ſpoꝛt ſo-pleaſaunt, in talke ſo wittie, 
in maners ſo modeſt, and in all his conue rſat ion ſo cum- 
lpe, that though he were not ſpeczally loued of any, pet 
was ber generally lyked of all, and thongh her himſclfe 
were not ſpecially vowed bony, pet was he ſpectallye, 
vewed of one, whoſe name was Procru. a pzoper Geatles, 
woman, diſcended of noble parentage. And though at the 
uri her fancy towardes him were not great, pet thee ſe 
med to receiue moze contentation in his.company,then 
in any other Gentleman of the troupe. But. as mafert- 
all fye in ſhozte time groweth fram glowinge caalts to 
flaſhing flames, ſo the fyꝛe of laue in her, in ſhozte time 
grew from flptting fancy to firme affection, and he bets 
gan to ſettie ſo ſurely in godwil towardes him, that ſhee 
reſolued with her ſelfe, her was the nely 5 ſhe would 
be matched to, if ſhee were euer married. And beinge a- 
lone in her lodginge, as outred with her fell intatv 


them all. and 


reaſoning, N ENI.T Gi , 

Yow vnequally is it pzouided that thoſe which wozl> 
map, are dꝛiuen to holde the Candle: That we which are 
in body tender, in wit weake, by reaſon of our youth vn⸗ 
ſkilfull,and in all thinges without experience, ſhould bee 
conftrained to beare the loadſome burthen of loue, wher⸗ 
as rpper peres who haue wiſdome to wyeld it, and 
reaſon to repzeſle it, are ſeldome o2 neuer oppꝛeſſed with 
it: Gad God what fiery flames of fancy doe frye within 
me: what deſyze, what laſt 2 what hope, what truſt 2 
what care, what diſpaire: what feare, what fary ? that 
foz mee which haue atwaies lyued free and in pleaſure, to 
be tozmented therewith, ſemeth litle better then the 
bitter pangues of death, Foz as the colte the firſt time 
he is ridden ſnuffeth at the ſnaffle, and thinketh the bit 
molt bitter vato him: ſo the poke of loue ſcemeth heaup 
vnto me, beecauſe my neck neuer felte the fozce thereof 
beefoze,and now am JI fir taught to dzawe my dates in 
dolour and griete. And ſo mutch the leſſe J lyke this lot, 
by how mutch the lefſe J loked foz it, and ſo mutch the 
moe ſower it is, by howe match the moze ſoddaine it is. 
Foz as the Bird that hops from bough to bough,and vt- 
treth many a pleaſant note, not knowinge how nere her 
deſtruction dꝛaweth on, is caught in ſnare befoze ſhee beg 
ware:ſo while J ſpent my time in pleaſure,aſſone plays 
ing,aCone parling,now dawncing, now dallying, ſomes 
time laughing, but always loytering and walking in the 
wide fields of frevome,and large leas of lybertie, J was 
ſvvenly incloſed in $ ſtrait bonds of bondage. But JſexY 
ſigh, and ſ\o2ow to ſee, that there is no clothe ſo fine buf 
moathes will eate it, no y2on ſo harde but ruſt will fret 
it, no wad ſo ſounde but woꝛmes will putrifie it, no met⸗ 
fall ſo courſe but ſtre will purifie it, no no aide ſo free 
but lone wil bꝛing her into thꝛaldome and bondage. But 
ſecingthe Ooddes baue ſo appointed it, why ſhould J re⸗ 
fit them * ſe ing the deſtinies haue * it, why 2 
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J withſtand them ? ſeeing my Foztune bath framed it, 
why ſhontd'J frowne at it? ſeeing my fancy is faſt fixed, 
why ſhould J alter it? ſeeing my bargaine is good, why 
ſhould J repent itzſeing J loſe nothing by it, why ſhould J 
coplain of iteſeing my ehoite is right woztby, why ſhould 
J mifike it: ſeeing Cephalus is my @aint, why ſhould J 
not honour him 2 ſeeing hee is my top, why ſhoulde J not 
inioy him: ſeeing J am his, why ſhould not he be mine: 
ves Cephalus is mine, and Cephalus ſhall be mine, oz els 
A pꝛoteſt by the Heauens, vᷣneuer ani man ſhal be mine, 

Euer after this Mee obſerued all opoztunities to 
gine him intelligence, as modeſtly as ſhee might, of her 
goodwill towards him. And as it happened a company of 
Gentlewomen to ſit talkinge together, they entred into 
commendation of the hiſtoꝛies whiche beefoze had bene 
tolde them, ſome commending this Gentlemans ſtozies, 
ſome that,acco2ding as their fancy foʒced them, but Pro. 
ſeemed to pzeferre the hiſtozies of Cephalus, both foz that 
(ſaith the) his diſcourſes differ from the reſt, and beeſids, 
that mee thinkes the man amendeth the matter mutch, 
Cephalus though out of ſight vet not out of hearing, repli⸗ 
ed in this ſozte. And ſurely (Gentlewoman) the man 
thinketh himſelfe much mended by your commendacion, 
any aſſure pour ſelfe you ſhall as readily commaunde 
him, as you curteouſly commend him. b 

The Oentle woman bluſhing bereat, ſaide ſhe thought 
hee had not bene ſo neere, but touchinge your anſwere 
(ſaith ſhe) I haue not ſo god tauſe to commaunde von, as 
commend pou: fo as J thinke pou well woꝛtdy of the 
one, ſo Ithinke my ſelfe karre vnwoꝛthy of the other: 
but bee bolde of this, if at any time J commaunde you, 
it ſhall bee to pour commodytie.J can not ( ſayth her) but 
count pour commaundment a cõmodytie, only in that you 
ſhall thinke mer wozthy to doe you ſerutce : neither will 
J wiſh any longer to line, then J map be able, os at leaſt 
willing, to doe von due anddutifull ſeruice. I lr 2 
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te ſoftly vnto hym ) it were in my power to put vou to 
ſutch ſeruice as J thought you wozthy of, pou ſhould not 
continue in the condition of a ſeruant longe, but your e- 
tate ſhould bee altered, and you ſhould commaunde ano⸗ 
ther while, and J would obey. It ſhal bee (good miſter is 
ſaith be) in your powꝛe to diſpoſe of mee at your pleaſure, 
fo2 J wholy comit my ſelfe to your curteſp, thinking my 
eſtate moze fre to ſerue vnder you, then to raigne ouer 
any other whatſoeuer: and I ſhould count my ſcife moſt 
happy,if J might either by ſeruice, duty, oz loue, counter⸗ 
uaile pour continuall goodneſſe towards mee, Upon this 
the companie bzake of, and therewith their talke. But 
us ſeing her goodwil ſo great towards him, began 
as faſt to frame his fancy towardes her, ſo p loue remat- 
ned mutuall beetweene them. Which her father perte⸗ 
uing,and not lyking very well of the match, fo; that bee 
thought his daughter not olde inough foꝛ a huſbande,noz 
Cephalus ritch inough fo: ſutch a wife, to bꝛeake the bond 
of this amitie went this way to woꝛke. Bee wꝛought ſo 
with the Duke of Venice, that this Cep. was ſent poſt in 
ambaſſade to the Turk, hoping in his abſence to alter his 
daughters affenion. Which iourny, as it was nothings 
iopful to Cephalus, ſo was it ſo painfull to Procris, that it 
had almoſt pꝛocured her death. Foz beeinge ſo ware- 
ly wacht by herwaſpiſh parents, that ſhee coulde neither 
ſe him no2 ſpeake with him beefoze his departure, thee 
got to her chaumber window, and there heauily behelde 
the Ship wherin hee was ſoꝛowfully ſayling away. Yea 
ſhee bent her eyes with ſucy foꝛce to beehold it, that ſhee 
ſaw the ſhip farther by a mile then any els could poſſibly 
ken it. But when it was cleane out of her ſight-ſhe ſayd: 
Now farewell myſwete cephalus, farewell my toy, fars 
well my life, ah if J might haue but geuen thee a carefull 
kiſſe anda faintinge farewell beefoze thy departure, J 
ſhould haue bene the better able to abide thy aboad from 
ma, and perchaunce thou woul deſt * better haue myn⸗ 
= y ded 
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ded mee in thy abſence, but nowe Jknowe thy wyll, wyl 
wauer with the windes, thy faith wil fleete, with the 
flouds,and thy pooze Procris, ſhall bee put cleane out of 
thy rememberance. Ah why accuſe J thee of inconfkancy 2 
No Jknowe the ſeas will firft be dꝛie, beefoze thy fayth 
from mee ſhall ire But alas, what ſhal conſtancy pze- 
nayle,if thy lyfe doe falle? me thinkes J ſe the hoyſings 
waues lyke a huge army to aſſaile þ ſides of thy Ship:me 
thinkes J ſe the pzonlyng pirats which purſae ther: mee 
thinks J heare the roaring Cannons in mine eare, which 
are ſhot to ſinke thee : me thinkes I ſee the ragged rocks 
whiche ſtande ready to reaue thy Ship in ſunder: mee 
thinkes J ſee the wilde beaſtes which rauenoufly runne 
with open mouthes to deuoure thee : mee thinkes J ſee 
the thenes whiche rudely ruſhe out of the woods to robbe 
thee : mer thinkes J heare the trothleſſe Turke enter ins 
to conſpiracy to kill thee : mee thinks J feele the furyous 
foꝛce of their wicked weapons, pitioully to ſpoyle thee, 
Cheſe ſights and thoughtes,vepziued her both of ſeeing, 
and thinkinge, fo2 ſhce fell herewith downe dead to the 
grounde : and when her wayting woman could not by a- 
ny meanes reuiue her, thee cryed out foz her mother to 
come help: who beeing tome, and hauinge aſſayed all the 
meanes ſhee could fo her daughters reconery,and feinge 
no ſigne of lyfe in her, ſhee fell to outragious outcries,ſat- 
ing: O vniuſt Gods, why are you the authours of futch 
vnnatural and vntimelp death? O furious feende, not god 
cf lone, why doſt thou thus dineliſhly deale w my dangh- 
ter? O ten times curſed bee the time, that euer Cephalu⸗ 
ſet fate in this Court. At the name of cephalus the maide 
beegan to open her eies, which befoze had dazeled, which 
ber mother perteiuing, ſaide, bee holde daughter thy Ce- 
phalus is ſafely returned and come to ſee thee. Mhere⸗ 
with thee (fart from the bed whereon they had laied her, 
and ſtaring wildly about the chamber, when ſhee conlde 
not ſe him,ſhee ſunk downe againe. Now her parents 
4 hs 9 perceys 
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perteiuing what poſſeſſion loue had takt of her, thought it 
labour loſt, to indeuour to alter her determination, but 
made her faithful pzomiſe ſhee ſhould haue their further - 
ance and conſent to haue her cephalus to huſbande at his 
returne, wherewith ſhee was at length made ſtronge to 
indure the annoy of his abſence, It were tedious to 
tell the pzayers,the pꝛoteſſions, the pilgrimages,the Sa; 
crifices, the vowes ſhee made fo2 his ſafe returne, let 
this ſuffice to declare her rare good will towardes hym, 
that hearing of his happie comming towards the courte, 
thee feared leaſt his ſodayne ſight would bzing ber ſutche 
erceſſine delight, that her ſences ſhoulde not bee able to 
ſuppozt it, and therfoze got her into the higheſt place of 
the houſe, and beheld him comming a far of, and ſo by litle 
and litle, was partaker of his pzeſcnce, and pet at the 
metinge,ſhee was moze fre& of her teares then of her 
—— foz her greetinge was only weeping , woꝛd ſhes 
ay none. 

Cephalus inflamed with this her vnfaigned loue,made all 
the freindes hee could to haſten the mariage beetweene 
them, But the olde ſaying is, haſt maketh waſte, and 
bargains made in ſpede, are commonly repented at lea- 
ſure . Foz married they were, to both their inexplicable 
top, which ſhoꝛtly after turned to both their vnſpeakable 
annoy, Foz the increaſe is ſmall of ſeede to timely ſo- 
wen, the whelpes are euer blinde that dogs in haſte doe 
get, the fruites fall ſone doe rot, which gathered are to 
ſone , the mault is neuer ſwete onleſſe the ſter bee ſofte, 
and hee that leapeth befoze bee loke , may hap tolcape 
into the bzooke . Py meaning is this, that Cephalus his 
ſhare muſt needes ber ſ0zow , who would ſo raſhly and 
ens into ſo intricate an eſtate as wedlocks 


'The Philoſophers will vs to eate a bulhell of ſalfe 
with a man befoze wee enter into ſtrict familiarity with 
him, but I thinke a whole _—_ litle inoughe _ 

iy, 
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with her with whom wee enter into ſutch a bond that 
only death muſt diſfolue Which rule if Cephalus had 
obſerued, her had pꝛeſerued him ſelfe from molt irkeſome 
inconueniences. But hee at all aduentures ventred vp- 
pon one of whom he had no trial, but of a litle triflynge 
loue. J like but litle of thoſe mariages which are made in 
reſpect of ritches,lefſe of thoſe in reſpec of honours, but 
leaſt of al, of thoſe in reſpece of haſty, foliH,and fond af- 
fection. Fo2,ſoone hot ſone colde, nothing violent is pers 
manent, the cauſe taken away,the cffece vaniſheth,and 
when beaty once fadeth (whereof this light lone foz the 
molt part ariſeth) godwill ſtraight fayleth . Mel, this 
hat lone ſhe bare him, was the only cauſe of his haſty and 
heauy bargaine, foꝛ womanlines ſhe had none (her peres 
were to young) vertae ſhee had litle (it was not vſed in 
the court) modeſty ſhee had not mutch(it belongeth not to 
louers) good gouernment and ſtayed wit ſhee wanted (it 
is incident to few women) to bee ſhozte , his chopce was 
grounded rather vpon her godlineſe then godlineſſe 
rather vppon her beauty then vertue, rather. vppon 
ber affection then diſcretion . But ſutch as hee ſowed, 
hee reapte, ſutch as hee ſought hee founde , ſutch as hee 
bought,hee had,to wit, a witles wenche to his wife. 
Therefoze J would wiſhe my freindes, euer to ſow that, 
which is ſound, to ſeeke that which is ſure, to buie that 
which is pure. J meane J would haue them in the choice 
of ſutch choyce ware, cheifly to reſpect god conditions and 
vertue:that is the only ſeed which wil yeld god increaſe, 
that is the onely thinge wo2thy to bee ſought; that is the 
only thinge which can not ber to derely bought. And who 
ſoeuer he bee that, in any other reſpecte whatſoeuer, ens 
treth into the holy tate of matrimony, let him loke fo 
no better a pennywoꝛth then Cephalus had, which was a 
lothſome life , and deſolate death . Foz within a peere 02 
two after they had bene maricd, his fancy was in a man⸗ 
ner fully fed, and his diſozdinate defire of her began to des 
cay, 
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tap, ſo that hee beegan plainly to ſee and rightly to iudge 
of her nature and diſpoſition, which at firſt the parciality 
of his loue , oʒ rather outrage of his luſt, would not per⸗ 
mit him to perceiue. And ſeeing her retchles regardes 
and light lokes, which ſhee nowe vſed towardes al men, 
rememberinge therewithall howe lightly her him ſelke 
won der, hee began greatly to doubt of her honeſt dea⸗ 
linge towardes dim, and haning occaſton of far journy 
and longe abſence from her, he w2ought this pzaciſe to 
try her truth. Pee told her his aboade from her muſt of 
neceſſity bee fourty werkes: but at the halle yeeres end 
by that time his haire was wiloly growen, hee apparel- 
led him ſelf altogether contrary to his wonted guiſe, and 
by reaſon of his haire ſo diſguiſed him ſelfe that hee was 
not knowen of any, which done, his neceſſary affayzcs 
bereturned into his owne country, and came 
to his owne houſe in manner of a traunger which tra⸗ 
nayled the country, where hee founde his wife in moꝛe 
ſober ſozte then he loked foz , and receiued ſatch cours 
teous entertainment as was conuentent foz a gueſt. 
Baning ſoiourned there a day 02 two, at conueni ĩt time 
be& attempted her chaſtity in this ſozte., 
-  Ff(faire Gentlewoman)no acquaintance might iuſk 
iy craue any credite,o2 litle merites great med, J would 
te vnto vou the cauſe of my repaire, and craue at 
pour handes the cure of my care: but ſ&inge there is no 
'tikelybode that either my woꝛdes ſhalbee belæued, oꝛ my 
Woe releeued, I thinke better with paine toconceale my 
ſoꝛrow, then in vaine to reucale my ſute . The Gentle- 
woman ſomewhat tickled with theſe triflinge woozds, 
was rather deſirous to haue him manifeſt the miſtery of 
his meaning, then willing be ſhould deſiſt from his pur- 
poſe, and therefo2e gane him this anſwere, 
'  - Fam (Sir) of opinion, that credite may come diners 
'wayes es dy acquaintance, J my ſelf haue knowen 
mutch god doue to many without deſert ; and Go 
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if your wo: des be trur, and pour deſire due, doubte not, 
bat you ſhal bee both credited, and cured. 1 

Foz the trueneſte of my wozdes ( ſayth he) J appeal® 
to the heavens foz witneſſe, faz the dueneſſe of m dellt · 
A appeale to pour curteſy fo; iudgment. The wozdes 
baue to vtter are theſe. 

There chaunced not longe ſince to traueile thozowe 
the countrie wherein lyeth my liuing, a Knighte named 
Cephalus, and though the repozt of the pozte and houſe 
which J mayntaine be not greate, vet it is ſutch, that it 
lendeth me many gueſtes in the yerc: it pleaſed this Ce- 
phalus to ſoiourne the ſpace of thze& oz foure dayes with 
me, and in wap of talke to pas away the time, de mads 
relation at large vnto mee of his country,of his condition 
and ſtate,of bis ſpeciall place of abode and dwelling,of bis 
landes and lining , and ſutch like. Jdemaunded of bim 
whether be: were married, ſaying, all thoſe thinges bees 
foze rehearſed, were not ſufficient to the attaininge of a 
happy life, without a beutiful, faire, and louing wife. 
Mitt that her fetcht a deepe ſigh, ſayinge, J baue (Dir) I 
would you knew, a wife, whoſe beuty reſfbleth þ 
neſſe of the ſunne, whoſe face doth diſgrace all the ladies 
of Venice, yea Venus her ſelfe, whoſe laue was ſo extte⸗ 
dinge great towardes mee, that beefoze J was married 
bnto her, hauinge occaſion to goe in Ambaſſage to the 
Turke, ſhee almoſt died at my departure, and neuer was 
rightly reuiued till my returne. Oood God, ſayd J. 
bow canne you bee ſo longe abſent from ſo louinge a wife? 
How can any meate doe you good, which ſhee giueth you 
not? Vo can you ſleepe out of her armes: It is not laws 
fall(ſapth hee) foʒ encry man to doe as hee would, J muſt 
doe as my buſineſſe bindeth me to doe. Beſides that, 
euer man is not of like minde in like matters. Laſtly, 
it is one thing to haue bene happy, it is another thing fo 
ber happy. Foz your buſinelle (ſayd J) it ſemeth nat to 
be great, by the god company, whiche J ar” * 
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vou haue kept mee this foure dates. Foz your minde, J 
know no man that would willingly bæ out of the compa⸗ 
ny of ſutch a wife. Foz your pzeſent happineſſe, in deed 
it may bee pour wife is dead, oz that her loue is tranflas 
tedfrom you to fome other. No (ſayth her) ſhes liucth, 
and J thinke loueth mee, but what god doth golde to him 
that careth not fo it? And can you (ſapd J) not care foz 
futch a golden girle? Then may J ſay pou haue a wife 
moze faire then foztunate, and ſhe a huſbande moze foz- 
tunate then fapthfull. Alas(ſayth hee) with teares in his 
eyes, it is my great care that J doe ſo litle care, but no 
moze hereof J befeech vou. But my blond beeing infla- 
med with the commendation which he gaue to pour beu⸗ 
ty, and pitpinge pour caſe to haue ſo care les a huſbande 
oner vou, J lay very impoztunately vpon him to impart 
the whole matter vato mee, 4 with match adoe J wzung 
theſe woꝛdes from him. Sir (ſayth hee) J ſhall defire you 
fo impute my doings not to my fault, but to the fates,and 
to thinke that whatſocuer is done ill, it is done againſt 
my wil. It is ſo, that J remained married with my wife 
the terme of two whole yeeres , what time J did not on⸗ 
ly make of her, but J made a goddeſſe of her, and rather 
dolriſhly doated on her, then duely loued her: now whe- 
ther it were the puniſhment of the gods fo my fonde J- 
dolatry committed vnto her, oꝛ wehther they thought her 
to god foz me , o2 whether the deſtinies had otherwiſe 
decreed it,oz whether loue be loſt when fancy is once ful- 
iy ted, oꝛ whether my nature ber to like nothing long , 1 
know not, but at the two peeres ende J beegan ſodainly 
in my harte to hate her as deadly, as beefoze J loued her 
derpely:pea her very ſight was ſo lothſome vnto me, that 
Itould not by any meanes indure it. And bicauſc ber 
freindes are of great countenance, and J had no crime to 
charge her withal, J durſt not ſerke dinozcement, but p2i- 
uily parted from her, pꝛetendinge vrgent affaires which 
conſtrained me therto , Yereafter - meane to beſtow 

my 
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my ſelt in the warres vnder the Emperour, not minding 
to returne while ſhe liueth. And foz my maintenance 
there, I haue taken ozder ſecretly with my freinds, to 
tonueigh vato mee peerelp the reuenewes of my lande. 
Thus crauing your ſecrecy herein, J haue reuealed vn- 
to you my carefull caſe . The ſtraungneſſe of this tale 
made me ſtanda while in a maze , at length J greatly 
began to blame his diſlopalty, to conceiue without cauſe 
ſo great dilliking, where there was ſo great cauſe of good 
likinge . But Gentlewoman , to conkeſe the truth vnto 
you , my loue by this time was ſo great towardes pou, 
that J neuer perſwadedhim to returne vnto vou, meas 
ning my ſelfe to take that paine, and knowinge him bet- 
ter loſt then found, being no better vato pou. Shoztly af- 
ter this hes departed from mee to warde the @mperours 
tourte, and Jtoke my journey hither as youſe, And 
this is the tale J had to tell you. 

Procris hauinge heard this fo2ged tale, with diuers al- 
terations and ſund2y imaginations with her ſelfe, ſome- 
time fearing it was true, fo2 that hee rightly byt divers 
pointes which had paſſed betwæne her huſband and her, 
ſometime thinkinge it falſe,foz that ſhee had firme confi- 
dence in her huſbandes fayth and lopalty towardes her, 
aſone caſtinge one hikelyhode one wap, aſſone another 
another wap, at length fully reſoluing with her ſelf that 
his woꝛdes were vtterly vntrue, ſhee replied vnto them 
in this ſoꝛte. 

Good God, J ſee there is no wool ſo courſe but it will 
take ſome colour, no matter ſo vnlykely which with 
woꝛdes may not be made pꝛobable, noz nothinge ſo falſe 
which diſſembling men will not fayne and fozge . Shall 
it ſinke into my head that Cephalus will fozſake mee, who 
did foꝛſake all my freindes to take him ? Js it likely bee 
will leaue country, kinſfolke, freindes, landes, liuinge, 
and (which is moſt of all) a moſt louinge wife, no cauſe 
conſtrapning him therio 2 But what vie A reaſons to 8 
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fell 9 which one without eyes may ſ& is but ſome toyned 
deuiſe to coſen me : No ſir knight , you muſt vſe ſome o⸗ 
ther pꝛactiſe to effec your purpoſe , this is to bꝛoad to bee 
beleeued, this colour is ſo courſe that every man may ſe 
it, and it is ſo blacke that it will take no other colour ta 
cloud it, the thzead of your hay is ſo big that the Connies 
ſee it befoze they come at it, your hooke is ſo longe that 
the bayt can not hide it, and pour deuiſe is to far fetcht to 
bing your purpoſe neere to an ende. Gentlewoman 
(ſayth Cephalus) I ſee it is ſome mens foꝛtune not be bes 
leeued when they ſpeake truly, and others to bee well 
thought of when they deale falſely : which pou haue ve⸗ 
rified in your haſbande and mee , who doubte of my 
woꝛdes which are true, and nat of his deedes which are 
falſe , And this J thought at the firſt, which made mer 
doubte to diſcloaſe this matter vnto yon : fo2 J knowe if 
commonly to bee ſo, that tranaylozs wozdes are not much 
truſted , neither great matters ſoone beleeued. But 
when the time of your huſbandes returne is expired, and 


bee not come, then will you ſay that Sir Sulahpec (oz ſa 


turning his name hee termed him ſelfe) tolde you true. 
Foz my part not withſtanding, the great god will J bare 
you , would not ſuffer mee to conceale this matter from 
vou that you might pꝛouide fo; your ſelfe , yet J am very 
well content you ſhould giue nocredite to my wooꝛdes, 
fo2 J would not you ſhould belæue any thing which might 
greeue you any way, and I would with you to thinke wel, 
till yon ſee otherwiſe : foꝛ euer euill bzingeth greife i- 
nough with it when it commeth, though the feare befo28 
pꝛocure none. Therfoze'J craue no credite foz my wo2ds, 
any deſire is that you will beleeue that which you ſee, 
which is, that fo; your ſake I baue trauayled with great 
perill and paine out of mine swne country bither,to your 
houſe, that vppon the repozte of your beauty J was (a 
ſurpꝛiſed therwith, that J thought cuery boure a peert 
till J had ſcene you, that hauing Lo vou, J baue reſols 
y ued 
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ved with my ſelfto liue and die in your ſernice and ſight. 
Now if in conſiderati6 hereof it ſhal pleaſe you to graunt 
mee ſutch grace,as my godwil deſerueth, you ſhall finde 
mee ſo thankfullt and gratefull foz the ſame , that no fu- 
ture foztune ſhall fozce mee to fozget the pꝛeſent benefite 
which you ſhall beſtow vpon mee, and if it chaunce that 
pour huſband returne , vou ſhalbe ſure alway to intop 
mee as pour faythful fre ind, and if he ntuer come again, 
pou ſhall haue mee if you pleaſe foz pour loninge ſpouſe 
foz euer. Pea mary (ſapth Procris) from hence came 
thoſe teares, hereof pzoceded your fozmer fetche, this is 
it which hath ſeperated my huſbande from mee , which 
hath ſent him to the warres, which will cauſe dim neuer 
to returne, a fine fetch fozſath, and cunningly contriued, 
Paid that repozt which blazed my beuty(which god knows 
eth is none)blemiſh my name ( which J would you knew 
is good) in ſutch ſozte , that you conceined hope to win 
me to pour wicked will? Were you ſo vaine to aſſurs 
pour ſelfe ſo ſurely of my vanity , that only therevpon 
vou would vndertake ſo great a tourney? Ho, vou are cons 
uerſaunt with no Creſſid, vou haue no Helen in hande, 
wee women will now learne to ber ware of ſutch guyleful 
gaeſtes. No, if you were as cunning as Ioue, Þ pon could 
conuert pour ſelf into þ likenefſe of mine owne huſband, 
(as Ioue came to Alcmenain the likenes of her huſbande 
Amphitrios)J doubt how 4 ſhould receiue vou til, the pz8 
fired time of my huſbandes comminge were come: mutch 
{effe ſhall pour ſdged tales 82 impoztunities tonſtraynt 
mee to reteiue you into that tredite, and admit you into 
that place which is and Halde only pzoper to my huſband, 
And this anſwere J p2zay pou let ſuffice you, otherwiſe 
vou may leaue my honfe when vou lift, Cephalus ſiked 
this geare reaſonably wel, and perſwaded him felfe, that 
t bee had a wanton wife, pet he had no wicked 
wike. But knowing it the faſhion of women at firft to re⸗ 
fuſe,q that what angry face wp mma eg” 
bs 's | 
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pet it doth them god to bee courted with offers of curteſy, 
bee ment to pꝛoue her once againe, and went moze effec- 
tually to wozke, to wit, from craft to copne , from guyles 
to giftes,from pzayers to pzeſentes. Foz hauing recetued 
great ſtoze of golde and Jewels foz certaine lande, which 
bee ſolde there whyther hee trauayled, (the only cauſe in 
deede of his trauayle ) hee pꝛeſented it all vnto her, ſay⸗ 
inge, bee had ſold al hee had in his own country, minding 
to make his continuall aboade with her, and if hee ment 
ſo rigozoufly to reiec his goodwill, hee willed her to take 
that in token therof, and foz him ſelf, hee would pꝛoturt 
bim ſelf ſome deſperat death oz other, to auoid that death 
— her beuty and cruelty a thouſand times a day dzauc 

m to. 

Che Gentle woman heering thoſe deſperate woꝛdas, and 
ſeing that ritch ſight, moued ſomewhat with pittie, but 
mo2e with pencion, beegan to peeld to his deſy2e, +4 with 
Danae to holde vp her lappe to receiue the golden ſhowze, 
O god golde, what canſt thou not do: but © diuel woman, 
that will doe moze fo2 golde then good will? O Gentle- 
women, what ſhame is it to ſell vily that which God hath 
geuen frety,and to make a gaine of that whiche is moze 
gratefull to women then men, as Tyreſias gaue iudge⸗ 
ment. Pereot came that odious name of whoze, which 
in Latin is Meretrix,a merendo, of deſeruing oz getting: 
a thing ſo vnnatural, that very beaſts abhozre it, ſo vn- 
reaſonable, as if one ſhould be byzed to do ones ſeife god, 
ſo vnhoneſt that the common ſtewes thereof toke firſt 
their beginning. But to returne to our ſtoꝛy, Cephalus 
ſeing the lewdneſſe of his wife, bew2aycd himſelfe vnto 
her who bee was, wherevppon ſhee was ſurp2iſed with 
ſutch ſha me, and her with ſutch ſoꝛow, that they could not 
long time ſpeake ech to other: at length the fell downe 
vpon her knees, humbly crauinge his pardon, Cephalus 
knowing women fo bee to weake to withſtand the might 
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dꝛew her to him, whom being her huſband, though to her 
vnknowne, ſhee loued intirelp, bee thought beſt foz his 
owne quiet, and to auoid infamp, to put vp this pꝛeſump⸗ 
tion of this euill in his wife pactently,and to pardon her 
offence, and ſo they lyued quietly together a while. But 
within ſhoꝛt time ſhe,partly foz want of gouernment, x 
partly thinking her huſband would reufge p wꝛog which 
ſhe would haue done to him, fel info ſuch a furious geloſy 
ouer him, jᷣ it wꝛoght her owne deſtructis 4 his deſolatis, 
Foz this monſtrous miſchiefe was ſo merueilouſly crept 
into her harte, that Chee beegan to haue a very carefull 
and curious eye to the conuerſation of her huſbande, and 
with her ſelfe ſineſterly to examine all his woꝛdes and 
wozks towardes her. Fo2 if he vſed her very familiarly, 
thee ſuppoſed that he flattered her, and did it but to cous 
lour his falſhod towardes her: if hee looked ſolemnely on 
her, ſhe feared the alteration of his affenions,and the ali⸗ 
enation of his goodwill from her, and that hee rowed in 
ſome other ſtreame : if hee vſed any company, and fre⸗ 
quented any mans houſe, ſhee thought by and by that 
there dwelt the ſaint whom hee ſerued : if be lined ſolp⸗ 
taryly, t auoyded company, ſhe iudged fo:thwith that bee 
was in lone ſome where: if hee bid any of his neighbours 
to his houſe, why they were his goddeſſes: if hee inuited 
none,ſhee thought hee durſt not leaſt ſhe ſhould ſpie ſome 
pꝛiuie tricks beetweene them: if hee came home mere- 
lp, hee had ſped of his purpoſe : if ſadly, hee hav receined 
ſome repulſe: if hee talked pleaſauntipe, bis miſteris 
bad ſet him on his merry pinnes : if hee ſayde no⸗ 
thinge, ſhee remembꝛed it was one of the pꝛoperties of 
loue to bee filent : if hee laughed, it was to thinke of 
bis lone : ifhee ſighed, it was beecauſe bee was not 
with her : ifhee kiſt her, it was to pꝛoturt 
againſt hee came to his miſteris : if hee kiſt her not, bee 
cared not foz her : if hee atchined any valient enter⸗ 
poiſe at armes, it was done foz his miſteris ſake : vt 
L | not, 
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not, hee was beecome a carpet Knight : if hee fell out 
with any, it was ſome open enemie to his pꝛiupe 
friend : if hee were friendes with all men, hee durſt diſ- 
pleaſe none, leaſt they ſhould detec his doingesto her: if 
bee went curiouſly in his apparel, it was to pleaſe his 
miſteries : if negligently, hee liued in abſence : if hee 
ware his haire longe, hee mourned beecauſe bee coulde 
not bee admitted: if ſhozte,he was receiued into fauour : 
if he bought her any apparrell oꝛ any other pzety trifling 

trickes, it was to pleaſe her, and a bable fo: the fle to 
play with: if hee bought her nothinge, bee had inough to 
do to maintaine other in bzauery : if he entertained any 
ſeruant,hee was of his miſteris pzeferment : if hee put 
away anp, hee had ſome way offended her: if bee com⸗ 

mended any man, hee was out of queſtion his baude: if 
bee p2apſed any woman, ſhee was no doubte his whoze : 

and ſo of all other his thoughtes, woꝛdes, and dades, lhe 

made this ſuſpicious ſuppoſe, and ielous interpꝛetation: 

and as the Spider out of moſt ſweet flowers ſucketh poy⸗ 

ſon, ſo ſhee out of his moſt louing and friendly deedes tos 

wards her, picked occaſions of quarrell, and conceyued 

cauſes of hate, And ſo long hee continued in theſe cares 

full coniectures, that not onely her body was bzought 

low, by reaſs that her appetite to meate failed her, but al- 

ſo ſhe was ſo diſquieted in minde,that ſhe was in a man⸗ 
ner beeſides her ſelfe, whereupon in great penſiueneſe 

of hart, ſhee fell to pzeaching to her ſelfe in this ſo2te. 

Ah fonde foole, wilt thou thus wilfully woozke thine 
owne wꝛack and ruine 2 if thy buſbande commit treaſon 
againſt the, wilt thou commit murther vpon thy ſelfe-if 
be conſume himſelfe away with whozes, wilt Þ then con- 
ſume thy ſelfe away with cares: wilt thou increaſe his 
miſchief w thine owne miſery*if he be ſo wickedly bent, 
it is not my care can care him,foz that whiche is bꝛed in 
the bone will not out of the fleſh. Jf hee bee diſpoſed to 
deale falfly with mer, it is not my wary watching hem 
| wy 
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wyll ward him from tt, fo; lone deceiued Argus with his 
two hundꝛed cies. Ar hee ſhould bee foꝛbidden to leaue it, 
dee will vie it the moze, fo2 our nature is to runne vpon 
that which is foꝛbidden vs, vices the moze pꝛohibited, the 
moꝛe pꝛouoked, and a wilde coult the harder he is rained, 
the hotter he is. If 1 ſhould take him tardy in it, it would 
but encreaſe his incontinent impudencp, ſoʒ beeing once 
knowne to haue tranſgreſſed the lawefull limits of lone 
and honeſty, hee would euer after bee careleſſe of his god 
name, which hee knew hee could neuer recouer againe, 
And why ſhould J ſ&ke to take him in it: ſhould J ſeke to 
know Þ which J ought not to ſeke, no not ſo mutch as to 
thinke on? was euer wight ſo bewitched ko run headlong 
bpon her owne raine ? Do long as J know it not, it hur⸗ 
teth mee not, but if J once certainly knew it, God kno⸗ 
weth how ſodainly it would abzivge my dapes. And vet 
why thould J take it ſo grenonfly, am I the firſt that 
bane bene ſo ſerued? Path not Iuno her ſelfe ſuſtained 
the like iniury? But J reaſon with my ſelf, as if my huſ⸗ 
band were manifeſtly conuicted of this crime, who per- 
chaunte, good Gentleman, bee as innocent in thought, 
as I w2ongfully thinke him to bee nocent in diede: foz 
to conſider aduiſedly of the matter, there is not ſo mutch 
as any likelyhod to lead mee to any ſutch leud opinion of 
him, bee vſeth mee honeſtly , hee mantayneth me hono- 
rably , hee loneth mee better then my leude dealinge to⸗ 
ward him hath deſerued . No it is mine owne vnwox- 
thyneſſe that maketh mee thinke J am not wozthy the 
p2oper poſſeſſion of ſo pzoper a Gentleman: it is myne 
owne luſtful deſire that maketh mee afrayde to loſe any 
thing: it ts myne owne weakeneſſe$ maketh mer ſo ſul⸗ 
picious of wꝛonge: it is mine one incontinency which 
maketh me iudge him by my ſelfe. Mell, the pꝛice of my 
P2eindiciall doings towardes him is almoſt paide, and if 
paine be a puniſhment, then haue J indured a moſt pain- 
full puniſhment, but let this deere bought wit doe mee 
ſome 
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ſome good, let mee now at length learue to bet wiſe, and 
not ta thinue of cuils befozc they come, not to ſcare them 
befoze J haue cauſe , not to doubte of them in whom 
is no doublynge, noz to miſtruſte them in whom is no 
treaſon,and faithfully to loue him that vafajnedly loucth 
met. After this ſha indeuoured to do ſutch fonde taxes 
fo:th of her head, foz a while ſhe liued loningly and quis 
etly with her huſband, but ſodaynly by reaſon of one loke 
which her caſt vpon one of his neighbours , ſhe fell into 
ber olde vayne of vanitte agapne.And as (econd fallyngs 
into ſickneſſe is cuer malt daungerous, ſo now ber folly 
was growen to ſutch furie , and her diſcaſe ſo incurable, 
that ſhe could not conceale it any longer, but flatly tolde 
her huſbande to his teeth, that ſhe thought bee did miſuſe 
ber, Cephalus knowyng his owne innocencie, and ſee⸗ 
png her imbecillitie , gently pzayed her not to conceiue 
anyſutch euill opinion of him, ſaping: If neither re⸗ 
garde of God, neither reſpec of men, neither reuerence of 
the reuerent tate of marriage could feare me from ſutch 
filthincfe,yet aſſure your ſelłe the loyal loue J beare you, 
would let mee from ſutch laſciutouſnclſe , Foz beeleue 
me, your perſon pleaſeth mee ſo well, that J thinke my 
felfe ſweetly ſatiſfied there with. Pea if Venus her (clfe 
Gould chaunce vato my choice, Jam perſwaded J ſhould 
not pzefer her beefoze you. Foz as her beutie would infis 
ſingly dꝛaw me to her, ſo my dutie wold neceſſarily dꝛiue 
mee to vou. Therfoze(good wife) trouble not your ſelfe u 
ſutch toyes, which will but bz&de your owne vnreſt and 
my diſquiet,your toꝛment ⁊᷑ my tronble , yea and in time 
perchance both our vatimely deathes. Let Deinyra ber 
a p2eſivent fo2 you, who ſuſpecting her huſband Hercules 
of ſpouſe bꝛeache. ſent him a ſhert died with the bloud of 
the Centaure Meſſus, who tolde her that ſhert had vertue 
to reuiue love almoſt moztified,but Hercules had no ſoner 
put it on, but it ſtocke faſt to his ſſech.a fried him to death, 
as if it had been a furie of hell, Which when ſhe 9 
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with her owne hands ſhe wzought ber owne deftrugion, 
Der d vnuwozthy end which that monſter ielouſy bzought 
this wo2thy couple to, t foꝛeſæ (ſweet wife) that it bzing 
not vs to the like bane, Theſe wozdes could wozke 
no effect with her, but rather increaſed her ſaſpition, 
perſwading her ſelfe, that as in faire painted pots poyſon 
ofte is put , and in godly ſumptuous ſepulchers rotten 
boanes are ryfe: ſo fatreſt woꝛdes are euer fulleſt of falſ- 
bod. Vea, the moze curteous he ſhewed him ſelfe, the 
moꝛe culpable ſhee thought him to be, Which Cephalus 
ſeeing , bicauſe hee would take away all cauſes of ſuſpi- 
tion, abandoned all good company, and ſpent his time ſo 
lytarilp, hunting in the woddes, and ſ&kinge the ſpoyle 
of ſpoylinge ſauage beaſtes. But this helhounde Je⸗ 
louſp, did ſo haunt and hunt her that ſhee could in no place 
ber in reſt, but made her plod from her Palaice to the 
woddes, to watche whether hee there hunted a chaſte 
chaſe oz not, Andone day as ſhee dogged him , where hee 
was layde downe to reſt amongeſt the grene leaues, 
ſhee hearde him vtter theſe wooꝛdes: Come gentle 
Ayre and refreſh my weried ſpirites, with ſutche like 
wooꝛdes of daliance, whiche hee beeing hot,ſpake to the 
gale of Wynde whiche pleaſauntly blew vppon him: 
but thee thought bee had ſpoken to ſome woman with 
him , wherevpon ſhe furiouſly fel to the ground, tearing 
ber haire and ſcratchinge her face , and though her greife 
would not giue her leane to ſpeake, pet to her ſelfe thee 
thought this: And can the traytoꝛ thus trecheroufly deals 
with mee? Yad the ſozow which J ſuſtapned only foz his 
abſence beefoze I was married to him, oꝛ any way owed 
him any thing,almoſt coſt mee my life, and now ſhall his 
pꝛeſence pꝛocure my death: Did J poure out penſiue 

zapers fo2 his ſafe returne from the Turkes , and doth 
bis returne returne my good wil with ſutch diſpight: Oh 
would to god the Turkes had toꝛne him in pteces, that hee 
had neuer come home to martir mee in this gg 
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Molues neuer pꝛay bpon wolues, his fraud was nothing 
inferiour to their falſhood , and therefoze it had beene in 
vaine foz them to haue haulted befoze acreeple : but me, 
beeing but a ſimple ſheepe,ſee how ſone this ſubtill Fort 
could dete iue . Js this the fruite of my fernentetouc ? is 
this the felicitie J expected in marriage : had J knowen 
this, J would neuer haue knowen what the ſubtill ſere of 
man had ment: I would rather, as they ſay,haue led apes 
in hell after my death, then haue felt all the tozments of 
bell in my life, But had J wyſt, is euer had at the woꝛſt, 
they that caſt not of cares beefoze they come, can not caſt᷑ 
them of when they doe come. Jtis tolate to caſt An- 
choz when the ſhip is ſhaken to peces againſt the rockes, 
it booteth not to ſend foz a phiſition when the ficke party 
is already departed. Mell, J will pet goe ſe the tur⸗ 
ſed cauſe of my carcfull calamity, that J may mitigate 
fome part of my martirdeme,by ſcratching her lnconty- 
nent eyes out of her whoziſh head: and thervpon rouſed 
her ſelfe out of the ſhrub wherin ſhe was ſh2ouded . Ce- 
us hearing ſomwhat ruſh in the buſh, thought it had 
ene ſom wilde beaſt, and toke his darte, and ſtrooke the 
tame foole to the hart. But comming to the place, and 
ſecing what hee had done, hee fell downe in a ſowne vp⸗ 
on her, but with ber ſtriuing vnder him with the panges 
of death, bee was reduſed to life, and ſayd, Alas my Pro- 
cris by my ſelte is layne. Which ſhe ( not yet dead) hea⸗ 
ringe, ſayde , Alas your Aire hath bzought mee to this 
ende. With that hee vnder ſtood how the matter went, 
and ſayd, Alas (ſweete wife) J vſed theſe woꝛdes to the 
winde. Why then(ſayth ſhe) not you, but that winde 
gaue mee this wound. And fo toyninge her lippes to 
bis,ſhec yelded vp her bꝛeath into his mouth, and dyed. 
And he with care conſumed,taried not long behinde her, 
to beewaple either his owne deed, oz her death. 
Now Gentle women. let the caſuall end of this Oentle⸗ 
womi bee a caueat to kee pou from ſutch wary watching 
29 of 
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ot your hnſbandes , it is but a meane to make them fall 
to folly the rather,as the thoughtful care of the ritch man 
cauſeth the theefe the ſooner too ſceke the ſpoyle of him. 
But if vou will knowe the cheifeſt way to keepe your 
baſbanves continent, it is to hæ pe your ſelues continent: 
foz when they ſhall ſee yon which are the weaker veſſels 
ſtrong in vertne and chaſtyty , they will bee aſhamed to 
bee found faint in fayth and loyalty , when they ſhall ſee 
pou conſtant in good will towardes them, they wil feare 
to bee found fickle in fayth fowardes yon, when they ſhal 
ſe you loue them faythfully, vou ſhall ber ſare to haue 
them louc pou feruently. But if you ſhall once ſhake of 
the ſheet of ſhame, and giue your ſelues oner to choyce of 
chaunge , then aſuredly make accompt pour huſbandes 
will eſchewe pour companyes , loth jyour lips, abandon 
your beds, and frequent the familiarity of they care not 
who, if not of you, 
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M1NOs King of Creete, regarding the bautie of paſſphue, 
' a waiting gentlewoman in his Courte,falleth in loue with 
her, and maketh her his Queene, Whom VEREC V N- 
D Vs, a younge Gentleman alſo of the ſame Courte, ha- 
uing ſollic ted to lewdneſſe, for feare of the Kings diſple- 
ſure, eſcapeth away by flight. x i N Os entreth into ſutch 
rage of gelouſy ouer his wife, that in his abſence hee ſet · 
teth ſpies ouer her, to bewray her doynges, Paſiphae bee- 
cumminge vnnaturally amorous of a Bull, by meanes of 
the Carpenter Dedalus, bringeth foorth a monſtrous 
Childe, in parte reſemblynge the Sire, and in parte the 


OF all the ozdinary accidentes incident to the lyfe of 
mu, there is none of moze momet to our pꝛoſperytie, 
oz miſery,then marriage: which eſtate if wee aduiſedly 
enter into, it maketh vs in happineſſe equall to Angels: 
but if wee raſhly run into it, it pzolongeth vs in the 
paines of the furies of hel. And amongf all þ inconuent- 
ences,which are to bee fozeſeene in this bargaine, there 
is none moze daungerous,then inequalitie of eſtates bees 
fwene the parties: fo, what agreement of affections can 
there bee, when the one ſhall bee of a meane minde, the 
other hantie, the one lewly, the other loftie: how can 
there be one harte in two bodies, when the one wiſheth 
one thinge,the other willeth another? When the one is 
diſpoſed one way, the other inclined another way, acco:⸗ 
dinge tothe ſecret inſtinct of their pꝛoper and peculicr 
natures : Foz the nature of nothinge may bee altered: 
that whiche nature hath genen,connot bre taken away: 
and that whiche is bed in the boane, will not out of the 
flesh. So that fo2 one of meane parentage,to bee marryed 
with one of pzincely race, A think as good a match, as ber- 
| fx Z iy twang 
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twene Lions and Lambes. And as well they will a⸗ 
gre together, as Dogs and Cats, and as the ſaying is, the 
Maſtiue neuer loueth the Grethounde. Beſides, vnequal 
Dren dꝛaw not wel together in one voke, Coks vnequal⸗ 
ly matcht,make no good battaile in the pit, meats of con- 
trary qualities, digeſt not well in the ſtomacke: and par: 
ties of contrary callinges, agree not well together inthe 
bond of bleſſed matrimony : as the hiſto;y J will tel you, 
ſhall Hew you. 

In the Country of Creete, raigned one Minos, a Kinge 
and Monarch of great might, to whom the blinde goddes 
Fo2tune aſſigned a wife of far moe meaneſſe, then was 
meecte foꝛ the maieſtie of his mightinefe. Foz there chans 
ced to bee in his Court attendaunt vpon a noble woman, 
a pꝛoper pete, named Paſiphae. Who by birth was but 
the danghter of a Knight, but by beauty ſeemed to bee a 
beauenly wight. On her ch@kcs, the Lilly and the Roſe 
did ſtriue fo; interchange of bew, her haire cumly curly, 
gliſtered lyke golde : her pierteinge etes, twinckled like 
ffarres : her alabaſter teeth ſtoode as a ranke of pꝛeti⸗ 
ous prarles: her ruddy lippes, were ſoft and ſweete : her 
handes fine and white, yea all her partes ſo perfectly pꝛo⸗ 
poʒtioned, that nature ſought to winne great commenda- 
tion in caruing ſo cunningly ſo curtous a carkas. But as 
a ruſty Rapier is no truſty Rampier to defende a man, 
though the @cabbozd bee of fine veluet:ſo a woman with 
foule conditions is courlly to bee accounted of , though 
her face bee faire, and body be wtiſull. But deſtinies ſo 
dꝛaue, that this King by chaunce taſt a glaunce vpon this 
go2gious goddes,and at the firſt view was ſo vanquiſhed 
by vanitie,that hee thought his life no longer pleaſaunt 
vnto hym, then hee was in her ſight: And fayled not day⸗ 
ly familierly to frequent the miſteris company, fo2 the 
maides cauſe. And having attempted her chaſtitie by 
lbewing ber his great goodwyll, by beeſtowinge on her 
great giftes,by large pꝛomiſes of pzeferment, and 2 
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other meanes,and neuertheleſſe fayling of his purpoſe, 
in — perplexitie fell to parley with himſelle to this 
e. 
* J euer heretofoze thought a Pꝛinces lite to bee vopde 
of rife, and that they had alwaies paſſed their time in 
— without paine: but now JI ſee wee are ſubiec to 
20ow,ſo ſone as the meaneſt ſubiect we haue.Lykewiſe 
becfoze this J was of opinion, that number of frindes,a- 
boundinge in weaith, abidinge in health, and ſatch lyke 
things which pertaine to the body, were ſufficient to at- 
taine to a happy life in this lyfe : but now J ſee, it is the 
minde whiche maketh mirth,and ſtirreth ſtrife, yea the 
contented minde is the onely ritches, the onely quietnes, 
the onely happineſſe. God God, how vnſauery ſeems 
thoſe ſweete meats vnto mee, wherein J was woont to 
delight: how vnpleaſãt are þ ſpozts, wherin J was wont 
to take pleaſure : how cũberſome is þcopany, which was 
wont to content mee: no game glads mee, no daunſing 
delights mee, no iuſting toyes me, no playcs pleaſe me, 
no triumphes,no ſhewes,no hauking,no hunting, no no⸗ 
thing vnder the Sunne doth ſolace mee. And would J 
know the cauſe: why, J haue not a contented minde:the 
perfea parts of Paſiphae do ſo dinerfly diſtract my minde 
that only her ſight is ſwete,onely her company is com⸗ 
foztable,onely her pꝛeſence is pleaſaunt vnto mee, And 
would J know the cauſe 2 why , in her þ fates haue fixed 
my felicitie,in her the heauens haue beaped my happi⸗ 
neſſe, with her muſt J liue, and without her muſt 7 die. 
Why,I bane purſued her godwil with p2aicrs and with 
pꝛeſentes, with loue and with liberalitie, with gifts and 
with good will, and yet am neuer the na re. And would 
I know the cauſe why: J ſought not her goodwill in 
the wap of marriage. @©nly marriage is the meane, 
only wedlock muſt locke, and lincke vs together. And 
that J ſo much debaſe the height of my eſtate, as to match 
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f ue 


* 


176. Minos and Paſiphae. 


bane not as meanely matcht themſelues : as though the 
Gods thfſclues haue not maried with carthly creatures. 
And foz my Paſiphae, though ſhee bee inferriour to me in 
parentage, yet in perſonage, ſhee is good inough foꝛ God 
bimſelfe. And foz her dow2y oꝛ wealth, what nede J way 
it, who haue the moft part of the wozld vader my domi- 
nion ? no, there ſhall no regard of honour, oz. reſpecte of 
ritches, detaine mee from that which doth only containe 
the contentment of my minde.And in this minde ment 
to attempt her in the way of marriage:but runninge frõ 
Charibdis, bee ruſht vppon Scilla : flying from one rocke, 
bee fell vppon another : thinkinge to quench the coales of 
his deſyꝛe, bee fell into hot flames of burninge fler: as 
bereafter pou ſhall heare. 
Now ſo ſone as hee had opoꝛtunitie offered him, hee 
made Paſiphae partaker of his purpoſe in theſe termes, 
Ste ing the onely touchſtone to trie true and loyall loue 
from lothſome luſt, is marriage, J meane, if von bee con⸗ 
tent, to conſent therto,toſeale the ſincers affecio J beare 
vou, with the ſacred ceremonyes and holly rites of mas 
trimony: and as Jhane pꝛeferred pourlone beefoze all 
woꝛldli reſpecs,ſo J truſt pou wil return my love w ſuch 
lopalty , that J ſhall haue cauſe to count my ſelfe as well 
matcht , as if J had married with the greateſt pzincefſe 
in the woꝛld. Paſiphac hearing theſe woꝛdes, was ſo 
rauiſhed with ioy, that ſhe could not on the ſodaine make 
the kinge an anſwere, but hauing chaunged colour twice 
oꝛ thꝛiſe, from red to white, and from white to red, in to- 
ken of a minde moued with hape, aſſayled with feare, and 
paſſioned with pleaſure, at length ſhe ſayd vnto him. 
As (moſt woꝛthy p2ince) J euer thought my ſelfe far vn- 
woꝛthy of any ſutch honour , ſo if it pleaſe your bigbnes 
plainly to heare the truth, J euer thought my ſelfe far to 
woꝛthp, to peeld to pour defire in the way of wickedneſſe: 
which was the cauſe J made ſo courſe account of your 
curteſy heretofoze , But loeinge it hath pleaſed 2 
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fodge pour loue thus lolo, and to thinke mx wozthy the 
honour of wedlocke with ſo wozthy a wight: aſſure your 
ſelfe your maieſty ſhall finde mee in loue ſo lopall, and in 
obedience ſo dntifall towardes you: that in the one, J wil 
ſupply the part of a louing wife: and in the other, ſatiſſie 
the duty of a diligent handmayd. either would J you 
ſhould thinke, that it is the name of a queene, oz eſtate of 
a pꝛinte, g winneth mee thus willingly to your will, foz 
Jknow that name to bee vaine , and that eſtate full of 
paine : but it is your exceedinge loue towardes mee (D 
noble pꝛince) that linketh my lykinge with yours, it is 
your incomparable curteſy which fozceth mee to peelde 
the fozte of my fapth and virginity into your handes. 
Foz as the ſunne the higher it doth aſcende in the firma- 
ment, the moꝛe heate it doth extend to the earth, ſo ver⸗ 
tue and curteſy, in the moze high and pzincely perſon it 
is placed,the moze fo2ce it hath to win the wils , binde 
the heartes of people to imbzace it. And as my lone is 

grounded bpon pour vertue, ſu I truſt ſo to behaue my 

elle, that hereafter you ſhall haue as great lyking to my 
ronditions and vertue, as now vou haue loue to my co⸗ 
lour and beuty: that when yeres ſhal take away the pleas 
ſure of þ one, you may take delight : ſolace in the other, 

Che king was ſo derpely delighted with this dutifull diſ⸗ 
courſe , that hee had not a wazde to reply, but ſatiſfiyng 
him ſelfc fo; the time with a few ſwete kiſſes, pzeſently 
gane commaundement to his officers , to make pzeparas 
tion fo; the ſumptuous celebꝛating of his mariage, which 
ſhoꝛtly after was conſummated with ſutch royalty, as is 
requiſite in a matter of ſutch maieſty . So this married 
couple,conſumed two o2 thzee peres in the higheſt degree 
of happineſſe . But the ſunne being at the higheſt , decli- 
neth ; and the Sea beeinge at full tide , ebbeth : caulme 

-continaeth not longe without a ſtozme, neither is hap⸗ 
pineſſe had longe without heauineſle , as by this couple 


may be lene. Foz when the kinges fancy had bene once 
Aa fully 
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fully fed, the behemency of his defire beegan to vaniſh ay 
way, and hee began to loue his new married wife rather 
with reaſon then with rage: by reaſon» whereof with in- 
differency of iudgement, hee could now note her naughty 
nature, which at firſt partialyty of loue , would not per⸗ 
mit him to percetue . Fo2 what Gentleman ſoeuer ſhee 
ſaw in the court, indued with a vertuous diſpoſition and 
noble minde, ſhee would with the kinge hinder his pze- | 
ferment by all mcanes poſſible ; ſtill aduaunſing the vy- 
leſt, to tipe of dignity . It any Gentlewoman were fa- ' 
mous foꝛ her honeſty and chaſtity, by ſome luttiſh lights 
o2 other, ſhe ſought to launder them. So that thoſe in 
whom the kinge did only delight, ſhe indeugured with 
all dilygence to moleſt and-ſpight , Which the king pers 
ceininge, and conſider inge how from low eſtate, hee had 
b:ought her to heighth of honour , thought hee might 
moze boldly refourme her faultes , and began (with ſe⸗ 
uerity ſufficient, and in deede, moze then was mierte bees 
twene man and wife, ) to admoniſb ber of her malitious 
diſpoſition, towardes thoſe which were of vertuous in- 
tlination: and made no curioſity though without curteſy, 
to tell her, that ſhee bie inge ignoble her ſelfe, could not 
like of thoſe which were noble. But to mutch familia- 
rity had bzed ſo mutch tontemꝑt in her, that ſhee beegan 
impaciently to pout, to loure, to ſnuffe, ta chaſe, to thinke 
her ſelf mutch iniuried by thoſe woꝛdes, and ſayd plainly 
thee would like of whom ſhee lyſt , ſhewinge her rude 
bꝛinging vp, her want of wit and gouernment, her cur⸗ 
riſhe nature, her curſt conditions, and howe vnfitte ſher 
was fo the place ſhee was in. Mell, the kinge was fayn 
to make a vertue of neceſſity, and to take paciently, that 
which her could not take away eaſily. Fo2 ſhe ſtill perſe- 
uered in her peruerſeneſſe , and hated thoſe cheifely, 
whom her haſband loued eſpecially. And amongel all o⸗ 
ther, there was one pꝛoper pong gentlemã named Vere- 
cundus, attendant vpon the kinge and in great fauour 

and 
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and credit with him, whom when ſhee could by no means 
bzing into diſpleaſure oz diſlikinge , hee went about to 
intrap by this trains of treaſan : ſhee began to caſt glaun⸗ 
ces of god will towardes him, and by alluringe lokes to 
thꝛall him in the thzeadof her beuty. The young gentle- 
man becing made of fine mettall , and therfoze very apt 
to receiue the impꝛeſſion of loue, in ſhozt time was ſo fra- 
med to her fancy , that hee peelded fayth to her fraud, and 
requited her fayned lookes with vnfayned loue. And as a 
pꝛave ſoone intiſeth a fimple theife : ſo hee 
thought her beuty ſutch a bot, that in his opinion, no 
vounge man in the wozld but would hazarde hanginge to 
baue it. And herevpon fell to debatinge the matter with 
him ſelfe in this ſoꝛte. 
At is a cammon opinion amongeſt men, that her which 
once chapned in the linkes of loue, is foozthwith re⸗ 
ftrayned of his liberty and freedome , but ik true lyberty 
bee fo live as one lift, I cannot but thinke my ſelf to line 
ju moſt large andlicentious liberty, fo that I luſt not, oꝛ 
deſire to lead any other life then that which J doe: which 
is, in the ſecret ſeruice and continuall contemplation of 
my pzincely Paſiphae. Pea J thinke euery ſozrow ſweet, 
and enery paine pleaſure , which any paſſion pꝛoceeding 
of her beuty pꝛocureth mee: and J thinke my ſelfe moze 
then happy,that the heauens thinke mee meete to ſuffer 
any martirdome fo2 her ſweet ſake . And if J might ende 
my dayes in doing her ſeruice, J ſhould thinke it the on- 
ly beginning of toy, the way to life, and the readie and 
perfect path wherby to paſſe to the pleaſures of Paradiſe. 
Oh that foztune would miniſter ſome occaſion wherby J 
might manikeſte vato her the manifolde godwill x beare 
her: and if without pzetudice to her perſon it might bee 
done, would to god ſhe were dzowned in ſome ſutchdepth 
of daunger , that nothinge but the hazardinge ol my life 
could pꝛeſerue her from perill : then ſhould ſhee ſee the 
ſeruice which J haue ſwozne —_ ber, then ſhould _ 
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ſee the duty which J haue vowed to owe her, then ſhould 
thee plainly perteiue, that neither the pleaſures of the 
wo2ld, neither the ſolace of fre indes, neither the ſweet- 
neſſe of life, neither the ſowerneſle of death ſhould with- 
d:aw mee from ſheadynge the derreſt dꝛop of bloud in 
mee to doe her god. And then woulde ſhee ſay ( if any 
curteſy bee contained in ber ) that my loue is moſt lopal, 
and my freindſhip moſt faythfull , then would thee paye 
(if any gratefulneCe bee grafted in her) my daunger 
and perill with the pꝛice of her perſon, But alas, how 
can ſhe pay me with that which is not in her own power? 
Lhere is another only who hath intereſt therin, the bath 
already payd her perſon as a p2ice of a pzince 4 his whole 
kingdome : ſo that J plough the barrein rockes , and ſet 
my ſhare into the ſhoare of the Mea: till with toyle ſutch 
a kinde of ſoyle, whereof another by right muſt crop the 
cozne, But admit ſhe were diſpoſed to incroche ſomwhat 
bpon her huſbandes right, pet is it likely hee will loke 
ſo low , as let ſo meane a man as my ſelſe growe into ſo 
great acquaintaunce with her? No, foztune denieth mer 
any ſutch fauour , my good will as vet hath deſerued no 
ſutch gwerdon , mp deſire is far aboue my deſertes, my 
ambition aboue my condition. Why,my birth is better 
then hers, why ſhould ſhce then neglece mee? But her 
calling is better then mine, why ſhould ſhee then reſpect 
mee: Pp deſire p2oceedes of loue , why ſhould ſhee not 
then accept it? But alas, it is confrary to law, why ſhould 
ſhee not then reiece it? Jam of noble bloud, why ſhould 
ſhee refaſe mee 2 But ſhee hath a noble pꝛinte to her huſ- 
band, why ſhould ſhee miſuſe him? Pea if I my ſelf were 
not a villatne, altogether deuopd of vertue , J would not 
ſuffer it ſo mutch as enter into my thought to abuſe him, 
who hath alwayes vſed mee honourably, who bath ſought 
my p2efermente by all meanes poſſpble, who from my 
childhod hath bzought mee vp like a louing lozd x Maiſtet. 
Shall A requite his libcralytic towards mee with — 
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dillopaltie? ſhall J deceine the opinion whiche hee doeth 
tonteiue of mee, with ſutche deſtable villany : ſhall I 
returne the truſt which he repoſeth in me, with ſutch tre- 
ſonzſhal J defile my faith towards hi m, by ſæking to de⸗ 
file his bꝛidly bed 2 But (alas) loue is aboue 103d o; laws, 
aboue Pzince oz pꝛiuiledge, aboue friendoz faith, Where 
loue leadeth no maiſter is made account of, no Ringe ca- 
red fo2,no friend fozced of,no duty reſpected, no honeſtie 
regarded, but all thinges done acco2dinge to the paſſion 
which pꝛeuaileth ouer vs. Andſ#inge it is not in our 
power to pꝛeuent that paſſion,fo2 it is either deriued of 
our owne nature, oz diſcended from the heauens, there 
is no reaſon J ſhoulde requier any pꝛoper 02 peculiar 
foztune to my ſeife,and ſ&ke to be diſpenſed withal from 
that which is common to all: and ſo mutche the rather J 
am induced to peelde to the inſt ina of loue, and to purſue 
my purpoſe, foz that J perceiuc by the wanton lookes 
of the Queene, that ſhe is determined to entertaine ſome 
fecret friend, beſides the King her huſband,and if J flat- 
ter not my ſelfe,her very countinance towardes me im⸗ 
po2ts ſome lykelyhood of loue thee beares m: therefoze 
I think it wiſdome to ſtrike while the iron is hot, and if 
it be poſible to eaſe my hart ofthe greif, which her beuty 
hath bzedmee. And ik ſhee be diſpoſed to arme her huſ- 
band with ho2ned harneſſe, as good J be the inſtrument 
therof,as ſome other of meaner calling and countenance, 
After this, bee ſonght all meanes poſſible to inünuate 

Himſelfe into her familiaritie,+ courted her continaally 
with dutikul ſeruice and ſecret ſignes of ſincere affection: 
hee ſo bzibed her maides with benefits, coꝛrupted them 
with copne, that they made him a God vnto their miſtes 
ris : the could not loke ont at her chamber window, but 
that ſhe ſaw him walke ſolitarily vnderneath, caſting vp 
countenances which ſeemed to containe humble p2aiers 
foz pitie and compaſlion, and thzowing vp ſutch ſighes as 
might plaialy ſignifte the ſozrow of his thoughtes. It ſhe 
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chaunted to walk abzoade, hee woulde mete her lyke a 
ghoſt in ſuch ghaſtly mauer, w ſuch a pale countenance, 
and pined carkas, that it woulde baue moued the ſtoany 
rocks toruth. But the Queene ſeing him lo ſaſt fettered 
in folly, had that ſhe deũred, and now the left her louinge 
lokes towardes him, and the moze painfully ſhee pertei⸗ 
ted him tozmented, the moze diſdainfully ſbee lokt vpon 
hym,and would not by any ſignes which hee did ſhew of 
his affection; ſæme to know it, to the intent hee ſhould by 
wꝛiting make manifeſt his meaninge vnto ber, The 
yong Genttema,f&ingthe hope which at the firſt he con- 
ceiued of her goodwill, altogether without hap, and ina 
manner diſpairing of his purpoſe, hee couldg take no lon- 
ger dayes with his deſire, hut that hee mut kngw.g inal 
reſolution ane way oZother: And beeing d2iuen to -care- 
teſſe deſperatneſſe, hee feared not fo commit his life to a 
tell tale peece of paper, and bee wꝛayed his miſerie to his 
miſteris in this manner. [2 3 Ras 
Beecauſe (moſt foueraigne Lady) my duty and ſex⸗ 
nice heretofoze hath beene nothinge acceptable to you, J 
haue deniſed a new- way to woozke. your contentatio 
which is by w2iting to doe you to wit, that fince it li 
vou not to geue mee lyfe, I meane to beeſtowe vppon 
my ſelle a deſperate death, the only thing A thinke which 
may pꝛocure you pleaſure: and ſo long as it may delight 
vou, J way not how mutch it ſpight mee, Yea lone hath 
dealt ſo extreemly with mee, that though J woulde my 
ſelfe, J cannot keep my coꝛps from confuſion, Foz as the 
frettinge Fiſtula paſt all cure, runneth in the fleſhe from 
place to place,and maketh the ſound fleſhas rotten as the 
reſt, ſo pdeadly poyſon of ĩoue frſt entred in at my ejes, 
and after ſpꝛed into euery part of mee, hath now dange- 
roully infected my whole body vnto death. But yet my 
death will bee nothing ſo greruous vnto me, as to thinke 
what a blemith it wil bee to the bzightnes of your beuty, 
when your tirannyſhal bee taken to bee the cauſs theroh, 
| yea 
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rea and ben you Wall haue no cloude at all to colour 
pour crueltie. Foz if you alleage foz your ſelfe, that you 
durſt not make fo derpe a wounde in your honour, as to 
commit pour body to any, but to him who by marriage 
bath merited it: why a louely looke onely would haue ſa- 
tiſfied mee, yea one glaunce of goodwill goyng from pour 
eyes, wil moze content mee then all the actuall pleaſure 
in the wozld,receaued of any other woman in the woꝛlde. 
But ſeeing foztune doth wil, and you do wiſh my veſtrucs 
tion, I am content to obey the decree of the one; and ſa- 
tiſfie the deſy2e of the other: beeſechinge you to take 
theſe witlefſe woꝛdes foz a final fainting farewell, wiſh- 
ing you continuance of beautie, with increaſe of bountie. 
- 11, Nether youry, neirbe r his o'wne 1 VERBCYNDYS, 
This Letter beſpꝛinckled with teares, he gaue to one 
of her maides of honour to geue her. But true the pꝛo⸗ 
uerbe is, that fiſh bꝛed vp in durtie poles wil faſt of mud, 
ont diſtended of meane rate, cannot be endued with vers 
tus fit tos pʒincely place: ſet a hegger on hoꝛſback and hee 
will neuer alight,extoll one of baſe ſtock to degree of dig⸗ 
nitie. and who is ſo haughtie ! who ts ſo p2oude ? foꝛ this 
crafty coy Qutene hauing red bis letter, though ſhe were 
right glad thereof, foz that thereby ſhee ment to purchaſe 
his vtter diſtredit with the Binge, pet thee ſeemed to bee 
in a great chafe, calling bim traytoꝛꝝ, that durf iniury her 
eyes with ſutch leude letters, with diuers other imputa ; 
tions of repꝛoche, and went pzeſently to the Ringe and 
ſhewed him this letter: who in a great rage (ft his guard 
to appꝛehende him, but hee hauing intelligence thereof, 
was faine to ſlye the country. der the forte of fraude 
and the ende of lawles loue, but marke moꝛeouer the re⸗ 
ward of her trechery and tiranny. Her hulbande euer af- 
ter this, was ſo ielous ouer her, that hee woulde neuer 
ſuffer her to bee out ot his ſight, and doatinge ſome what 
of her beauty, but doubt ing moꝛe of her honoſty, he neuer 
rode foꝛth anꝝ iour nx, but that dee ſet wary watche and 
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warde ouer her at home, yea this furious fende of hel did 
ſo tozment him, that hee coulo take no reſt dap noz night, 
but his fancy ſtill ran either vppon the Gentleman that 
mould haue done him that iniurte, either vppon ſome o⸗ 
ther that ſhoulde be lyke to ſcrue him in like ſozte:ſo that 
the pleaſure which her pꝛoper perſon pzocured him, was 
dꝛowned with þ doubt, le ſt ſhe would not remaine pꝛoper 
bnto him, and that ſhe would bee as common in poſſeſſi 
on, as ſhe was pꝛoper in perſonage. Alas, (ſaith hee) now 
my top is at an end, p clouds of care haue quight couered 
my ſun and light, ot ſolace x delight: pea the greater pleas 
fure J fake in pzactiſing w my Paſiphae, þ greater feare 
I haue 5ᷣ̊ others de&pely deſyꝛe to participate with Þ plea- 
ſure, And the moꝛe free ſhe is in ſutch frendſhip towards 
me, moꝛe franck J doubt the will be towards other. Ah, 
would to God J had nener bene married, rather then fo 
bee thus martired, o; els would J had matcht with ſome 
ſutch, whoſe pzincely nature woulde haue participated 
only with Pzinces, and whoſe ropall bloude and birthe 
might haue feared the baſer ſozte to pzeſume to pꝛadiſe 
ber to their purpoſes : but mychaunce was to chuſe one, 
who if (as the ſayinge is) like, like beſt of their likes, is 
like to like better of any other then of my ſeife, fo; that 
in nature and conditions there is ſutche difference bees 
twene vs. But repentaunce now commeth to late, this 
only reſteth to bee fozeſcenc, that vnto the greate greife 
which mine owne conceite pzocureth me,her abuſe adde 
not infamy and diſhonour. And if the heauens haue aſſig- 
ned mee ſutch heauy fate, as due to my doatinge deſyze, 
pet this at leaſt iet me take hade, that with the loſſe of 
ber owne honour, ſhee pzocure not the loſſe of my lyfe. 
And berevpon appointed certaine of his aſured friends, 
to hane the cuſtody and keping of the queene : who ſee- 
inge her ſelfe thus difloyally without cauſe abzidged of 
ber liberty, bergan to curſe the time that euer ſhe came 
to bee queene, wiſhing ſhee had continued in meaner cal⸗ 
. linge 
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linge with fruition of liberty, rather then to (it in chayzo 
of dignity, with ſuſpicion of diſhoneſty . What pleaſure, 
ſapth thee, doth my pzincely eſtate pzocure mee, whiche 
mult liue as a p2iſoner? Who wil honour mee foz queen, 
which am ſuſpected foz a queane and harlot : How ſhall 
A dare to ſhew my face in the Courte , when the kinge 
doubteth of my dealinge towardes him? Py lokes haue 
not bene ſo light, my curteſie hath not bene ſo common, 
my glaunces haue not bene ſo gariſh, wherby hee ſhoulde 
enter into this ſiniſter ſuſpicion of mee, But loue (they 
ſay) is light of beelæſe, and ielouſy is grounded vpon loue. 
Auant fond fooliſh loue, Ood ſend my huſbande rather to 
hate me, then to beare mee any ſuch loue, which bereueth 
bim ok reſt, and mee of renowme, which bzeaketh the 
bond of faythfull freindſhip and intire amity between vs, 
which tauſeth him to doubt mee, and mee to dzead him, 
which maketh both our lines ſo lothſome, that J wiſhe 
death to diſpatch ether the one of vs oz the other. But this 
frowardfate, J muſt aſcribe only to mine obne fault, and 
fraud towardes Verecundus , who hath now iuſt cauſe to 
triumph that I my ſelfe am fallen into the pit J digged 
foz him. Miel, J muſt retire to patience perfozce , and 
— in hope of ſome good hap to redzeſſe my woe and 
ery. 
But yon ſhall vnderſtand (Gentlewomen) this was 
not all her punnichment, nay this was but a trifle in re⸗ 
ſpece of that which after followed, a matter in haynouſ⸗ 
neſſe ſo hozrible , in deſire ſo deteſtable, and in luſt ſo 
{othſome, that it is no leſſe ſtrange to bee tolde, then hard 
to bee belened : ſo that J thinke my woꝛdes will rather 
carry wonder then credite with vou. Foz, whether it 
were gods plague fo2 þ huſbands ielouſp, oz foz her iolity, 
p2ide,and ſubtelty , J know not, but thus it pleaſed him 
to ſuffer the diuell to deale with her. Bering by her huſ- 
bandes commaundement in his abſence kept from com⸗ 
nnn, 
: ; neg 
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fopned to her palaice, where vſed to feed a heard of beats, 
amongeſt which was a godly white bull . I dare not ſap 
thee fell in {one with the bull, leaſt J ſhould dziue you 
rather to laughinge at my ſtozy then liſtninge to it, but 
ſurely ſo it was. Bea ſhee was not only in loue with the 
beaſt, and went every mozninge and with her owne 
hands bꝛake downe boughes fo2 him to bꝛouſe vpon, but, 
which was moze, ſhee was ielous ouer him: foz what 
cow in all the herd ſhee ſaw hee liked beſt , ſhee cauſed to 
bee had from the heard and killed, as the pꝛetended foz ſa- 
crifice, but in deed fo2 fatiſfiyng her ielous minde , And 
as the beaſt was qpening , ſhee would take the inwardes 
in her hand,ſaying,now goe thy way and pleaſe my loue 
if thou canſt. And taking delight a while in this daliance, 
at length her luſt grew fo ſutch outrage , that ſhee felt in 
ber ſeife an impoſſibility to continue her curſed life, with- 
out the carnall company of the bull. And notwithſtan⸗ 
dinge thee aſſayed the aſſiſfaunce of reaſon , the pollicy of 
perſwations, the helpe of herbes, and the meane of medi- 
cines, to moztyfy her beaſtly deſire to the beaſt , pet nos 
thinge would pzenayle, yea beeinge often in minde to 
make her ſelfe away, her hart would not ſuffer her hands 
to doe it: not that death feared her, but that deſpꝛe fozced 
ber firſt to fulfil her filthy luſt, But Gentlewome, becauſe 
vou ſhat not enter into colozick conceites againſt me,foz 
publiſhing in this pꝛeſence, a byſtozie whiche ſemeth fo 
mutch to ſounde to the ſhame of pour ſcxe,J meane not to 
iuſtiſte the truth of it, but rather will pꝛoue it falſe by the 
opints of one Scruius, who wꝛiteth, that Paſiphae indæde 
played falſe with one Taurus (which ſignifietha Bul) ſe⸗ 
cretary to her huſband in the houſe of Dedalus, and after 
being delpuered, had two ſonnes, the one lyke Minos, the 
other lyke Taurus, and therevpon the Poets faigned the 
fable afozeſaide : but whether being a woman ſhee vſed 
the carnall company of a beaſt, oz whether lyke alewde 
wife ſhee gaue her huſbande the badge of a —_ 
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fence was ſutch, that J cannot (though gladly J woulde) 
excuſe it. Yet mult J nedes ſay that in my fancy her huſ⸗ 
bande deſerued ſome blame : fo2 no doubt his ſuſpicion 
without cauſe , cauſed her in ſutche ſozte to tranſgreſſe 
marriage lawes. Foz ſeeing her honeſtie doubted of, and 
her good name as good as loſte, ſhee thought as good ta 
bee naught fo2 ſomewhat as to bee thought naught foz 
nothing. And ſurely the erperience is to common, 5 ſuſ- 
picion and launder maketh many to bee that which they 
neuer ment to bee. But ſome are of this foliſh opinion, 
that it is ſimple and ſottiſhe folly,foz a woman to deale 
truly with him, whiche dealeth ieloully and cruclly with 
her: ſome againe lewdly thinke,y if a woman cannot c6- 
teiue by her huſbands the may lawfully enter into cduer 
ſation with ſome other: ſome wickedly werne, that if the 
huſbande bee not able to ſatiſfie the inſatiable deſyꝛe of 
dis wife; that to auoyde concupiſcence, ſhee may tommu⸗ 
nicate with ſome other:but ſurely(Genflewomen) J am 
ſefled in this opinion, that no ſuſpicion oz ielouſie ougbt 
to cauſe a woman to tranſgreſſe the boundes of honeſty: 
that chaſtitie is the only Jewell which women ought to 
bee chary of, that women hauinge loſt their chaftitie,are 
like bzoken glaſſes which are fo: nothing, that they 
make ſhipwzack of all, if the cabels of conffancie be once 
crakf,+ the anchozs of honeſtie llipt: p̊ it is better foz thẽ 
to be foles then falſe, to be imple then ſubtil, fo be dones 
then diuels, to be abuſed then abuſe : j if is better foz tht 
to be barren then beaſtly, to be without fruite then faith, 
childzen then chaſtitie:that concupiſence is only to deſire 
other beſides their huſbandes , that they which burne in 
futch deſire,ſhall burne in hell fire, ; no adultreſſe ſhall 
inberite the kingdome of heanen : that all women ought 
to bee like p matroneſſe of Rome, which knew þ ſanour of 
no mans bzeath but of her huſbandes , like the wife of 
Fuluius Torquatus, who died with longinge, rather then 
. fozth of her chaumber in her hufbanvdes 
Bby abſence, 


1838 Pigmalions friende 

abſence,to ſ& a wilde &giption with one exe in his foze- 
bead, whom thee longed to ſe: that women ought to ſpin 
with Penelope, to ſpill with Camma, ts kill with Lucrece, 
to bee laundzed with Suſanna , with Sauoy, and with os 
thers, to indure any toꝛ ment, rather then to loſe one tote 
of their chaſtity and hancſty, 
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Ic MAL 10 N,a Gentleman of Piemount, continuing the 
ſpace of certaine year es, in honeſt affection, and vertu 
ous loue with ENT HEA, wife to Luciano a noble gen- 
— . D— rt þ 
bo reſpect of a baſe ſtranger. pig mal ion abandening the 
company of all women, and giuinge hunſclfe to the arte 
of Caruing,burneth in loue with an Image, whiche him- 
ſelfe had fashioned : whom, at his carnclt ſute Venus 
2 a faire Mayde, and hee taketh her to- 


© made thereckoning without the hoſt, Ys the way 
ſone to bee-onerſhot in the ſhot : tor certenlp 
vpon incertenty,is the way neuer to be in any certenty : 
to loke fo conſtancy, of thoſe þ lyke of inconftancy, oꝛ to 
determine of thoſe things/which are not in our powers to 
perfourme,is nothing cls but to bee deceined of our er- 
| to be dꝛiuen to alter our determination:as 
the Viſtozy whiche you Gall heare, hal ve lde example of 
both the one and the other. 
In the country of Picmount had his beeinge one 
- malion,a gentleman diſcended of noble birth, indued 
perfection of perſon, ę perfectly pourtraied fozth with pᷣli⸗ 
ncamets of lcaruing, ſo that it was doubtful whether be 
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were moze indebted to foztune fo: his birth, tu nature fog 
his beauty, o to his parentes fo; his learninge. Eat 
as beaatie, birth, ritches, and the reſt muſt nedes geue 
place to learninge, ſo no doubt but his parentes deſerued 
the pꝛeheminence of pꝛayſe. Foz the other are but dim 
ſtarres, where learninge giueth light. And as when the 
ſunne ſhineth, the light of the ſtars is not ſtene:ſo where 
learning appeareth, all other giftes are nothing to be ac⸗ 
tount ed of. WBelides that, beeſide his learning, he was 
indued with a great dexteritic in all thinges, in ſo mutch 
as nothing came amiſſe vnto hum, whiche was merte foz 
a Gentleman: in feates of armes no man moze couragis 
aus, in exerciſes of the body none mo2e actiue,ingame 02 
play none moze politike, amongſt the aunctent who moze 
graue : amongſt the yonthfull, who moꝛe merrie ? ſo that 
there was no time, no perſon, no place, wherto hee aptly 
— + reſon wherof.he was acceptable 
all god companies, wel was he that might entertaine 
2 Dermot — — 
Luciano a noble Gentleman of the ſame countri,+ in con; 
tinnaunte of time grew fo farre in familiaritie with his 
wife, that he repoled his onety ptrafure in her p2eſence, 
Pea thee had made ſutch a ſtealth ot his hatte, that nei⸗ 
ther Fother no2 Pother, Siſter noz Brother, noz ali the 
friends he had in the country deſwe, could kerpe him one 
werke together out of her compani. ta this faithful loue 
hee dare her, ſemed in a manner to extinguiſh all natu⸗ 
rall tone towards his altea, and kinſ(folkey:W ho ber inge 
(as they were wont of his company at hauking, 
hunting, and ſutche like paſtimes,.coutde not by any tra- 
ning oz impoztunity obtayne it:but being tanozant of the 
tauſe, they thought it had p2oceved of this, that his minde 
vpon ſome occaſion had been alierated from them, which 
tauſed them on the contrarie, ſums what to withvzawe 
their good wils from dem But hee fo ted litle thereof, 
de cared not wham hee diſpteaſed, —_———— bes 
di | 
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toutentation: thee was the ſtarre by whoſe aſped he did 
direct his doynges,the was the hauen wherein he ſought 
to harbozough , ſhe was the heauen wbyther he coueted 
to come, ſh was the ſaint to whom he did lend ſutch de- 
notion, that hee coulo finde in his heart to bend no liking 
toany other whatſoeuer, Jn ſo mutch, Þ hauing the pꝛo⸗ 
ferof many ritch maryages; hee alway rcfuſedthem , as 
hauing bis hart ſo repleniſhed w the loue of her, þ there 
was no roomth fo2 the loue of any other to remayn with⸗ 
in him. Now thee , on the other de, whoſe name was 
Penthea, bæinge a curteous courtly wenche , gaue him 
ſutch freindly entertaynment,and vſed him ſo well in all 
reſpectes; that, her huſband ercepted,ſhee ſeemed to holds 
him moſt dere vnto her of any wight in the whole world. 
Sher neuer made feaſt, but he muſt bee her gueſt ; ſhee 
neuer rode tourney, bat he muſt be her companion: ſhee 
neuer daunced, but hee muſt direc der: ſhee never diſed, 
but hee muſt bee her partner: ſhee, in a manner, dyd no⸗ 
thing, wherin hee did not ſomething. Her Huſbande all 
this while beeinge fully aſſured of her vertue, and very 
well perſwaded of the honeſty of the Gentleman, ſuſ⸗ 
{pected no euill beetweene them, but lyked-very well of 
their toue and fanuliarity togetber. neither in de ede had 
bee any cauſe to the contrary. Foz Pigmalion knew her 
to bee indued with ſutch tonſtant vertue, that he thought 
it impoſſible ta allure her to any folly ; and beſides that, 
bis loue/ was fo; erceedinge great towardes her, that hee 
would not by any meanes bee the cauſe to make her com- 
mit any thinge, which might make her tee wozthy of 
loue then ſhee was. And if at any time (as the fleſhe is 
frayle) the vehemency of his affection fozced him to per- 
ſwade her tofolly, he did it ſo faintly, that it might plain- 
tp bee perceiued det was not willing to onercome . Foz 
bee deepely donbted'; that if-by the foꝛce of her loue 
towardes him, o2 of bis perſwaſions towardes her, ſhes 
would haue yeelded the fozte of her fayth aud chaſtity 2 
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to his bandes, his loue towards her (with the ſun beings 
at the bigheft) would haue declined and decreaſed, which 
would haue bene the greateſt greife to him in the wozld. 
No; bee liued with ſutch delight in the contemplation of 
ber chaſtity and vertue, that hee was voyde not only of 
Libidmous luſt towardes her, but alſo towardes all other 
women whatſocuer, Yea, hee recelued moe pleaſure of 
her by imagination, then of any other woman by þ ade of 
generation. o that betweene theſe friends was no cauſe 
of ſuſpicion,no cauſe. of iarre, no cauſe of ielouſſe:but they 
lwed together the ſpace of thaa 02 foute yeares in moſt 
heauenly hauen of maſt happte lyfe. The floud of their 
felicity flowed from the fountaine of moſt faithful friends 
ſhip, the building of their bidinge together was raiſed on 
the rock of vertu, ſo Þ it was to be thought, no ſeas of ſub» 
tiltie, oꝛ flondes of ſickelneſſe toulde haue vndermined it. 
But what perpetuitie is to bee loked fo in moꝛt all pzee 
tences : What conſtancy is to be hoped foz in kytes of 
Creſſids kinde 2 may one gather Grapes of thoznes, Sus 
ger of Thiſtels, oz conſtancy of women 2 Nay if a man 
ſift the whole ſexe thoꝛowly, her ſhall finde their woꝛdes 
to bee but winde, their fayth fozgery , and their deedes 
diſſemblinge . You muſt not (Gentle women) take theſe 
woꝛds to come from me, who dare not ſo mutch as thinke 
ſo mutch, mutch leſſe ſay ſo mutch, foz that truth getteth 
hatred, J meane ſutch as tell not the truth, as be in no 
wiſe ſhould not doe, which ſhould blowe fo2th any ſutch 
blaſt of the moſt faythfull and conſtant feminine kinde. 
But you mult take theſe ſpeches to p2ocrede from Pigma. 
lion, who, to ſprake bprightly, dad ſome cauſe to diſcom⸗ 
mend ſome in particuler, though not to condemne alt in 
generall, as you ſhall fo:thwith heare . Foz it fell ſo out 
that an AmbaCadour came aut of a ſtraunge conntry in- 
to Piemount, and was appornted fo lye at the houſe of 
Luciano the time of his aboade in the country. Now a⸗ 
mongeſt the company which came with hun, there was 
Ion. ont 
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bne voung Gentleman, in whom though there were no⸗ 
thing wozthy of commendation any way , pet whether it 
p20ceeded of the daintineſſe of women, who(as P:igmalion 
thought). wilbe ſone wery of one diet, 03 of their a 

are conſtant in nothing)oz of their impe 

— EEE) mneenc 
but this lady began fo conceaue a very good opinion of 
him, and in ſhoꝛt tyme in affection far to pꝛefer hym bee- 
foze her old faithful freind. Which Pigmalion perceiuing, 
being in their pꝛeſence, dzunke vp his ſoꝛowe in ſcilence, 
but hauing withdzawen hym ſelf out of thepz companye, 
into his ſolitarie chamber, he entred with hym ſelf into 
this raging rayling. 

D faigned — tountertayt curteſp, O deepe dil⸗ 
ſembling, O hony mixt with gall, O heauen turned to 
hell. Now doe Jperceiue thy frendſhyp heretofoze was 
nothing but-flattery,thy loue, leude thy curteſy of courſe, 
nowe am J aſſured thou madeſt of me a vertue of neceſſys 
tye, to ſerue thy turne fo; lacke of other company. Dyd J 
p2efer thee befoze father and freend, and canſt thou pꝛe⸗ 
ferce befoze me a traunger, whom thou neuer ſaweſt be- 
foze, of no countenance, credite, oz conſtanſy, but wane- 
bu nn — I beare thee faythfull and in- 

tire affection , and canſt thou beare greater good will to 
dym, who careth not foz thee : who beareth ſtedfaſt affec- 
tion to none,in whom is nothing but flitting fantaſy, and 
meere vanity? canſt thou thus p2efer leudnefſe befoze 
learning, tryſling befoze truth, clowniſhnes befoze court- 
lyncle, vanitie befoze vertue ? then farewel reaſon, thou 
reſteſt not im womans head: thenfarewel wyt, thou 
wieldeft not womens doinges : then farewel fapth , thou 
art no womans pheare : then farewel women, pon are 
no mates fo2 me. Andhereuppon verity determined with 
bym ſelf vtterlyto abandon her company ſoꝛ euer: but re- 
pꝛehending his owne raſhnefſe, he ment to haue a farther 
1 triflinge towardes him, and alſo to lane 
; moze 
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moze narrowly into the doinges and be hauiour of that 
other Gentleman, that if he could ſce any thinge in him 
wherby hee wozthily deſerued to be p2eferred befoze him 
ſelfe, ha might moze patiently indure it. Whervpon diſs 
ſembling his areife ſo well as hx could, hee made repairs 
againe vata her houſe , and there noting her loue by her 
tookes', her fancy by her face, and her conceites by her 
countenance , hee eaſily perceiued to whom ſhe bent her 
beſt deuotion, and who was her holieſt Jvol. Likewiſe, 
diligently conſidering the conuerſation of the gentleman» 
her 'perſwaded buuſelfe that in indifferent iudgment, 
where affection did not make blinde, the belt guiftes ep⸗ 
ther of body oꝛ minde which were in him, were not to be 
compared to the wozſt which were in him ſelf : the one 
being not perfect any way, the other unperfect noway , 
So that ſceing neither his owne wozthynes, neither the 
others vawoztbynes, could ſettle her affection as it ſhoutp 
de, he vttcriyapealedfrom her vawozthy x vaequal iudg⸗ 
met,and geuing her the bezolas manos, hee altogether &- 
ſtraunged hymlelf from her locietic. See the meruaplous 
of his ſoue, who notwithſtãding he neuer inwoy gÞ 
vſe ol her bodx / ang certayniy knewe that the other hap 
not won that poynt of her neither, yet he tooke it ſa gres⸗ 
uoufly, that ſhe ſhould ſeeme to beare. greater gooadwpil 
towaꝛdes the othet then bym, that be fully reſolued with 
him ſelle, ta eſche we-thecampany of all other wamen.fap 
her ſant , and neuer to ſu itt tdedoue of any{to unte nga 
ſodeprly iuta bis harte: And ſyrely; (Oentle om 
this P)gmalion may bee@p2eſcdent and pꝛoote to confutg 
the errour of thole, who thinke there gan bee no hot and 
Feruent laue ue twernoa man +:4}venans unt ſſe ig. pꝛg- 
cædt ot ſome pſeafant pzague between them. And af ther 
ſee any freindly familiarity betweene ayounge Cengle- 
man and Gentlewoman,they fozthwith concewe an euil 
opinion of their honeſt affection, Winch erronr, as it is 
molt groje, ( map it ee eee, gs 
nes 
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how it is poſſible that of an il cauſe, can come a god effect? 
That firme freindſhip can flow from fading fancy: That 
the heauenly conſent of mindes, ſhould p2oced of the bꝛu⸗ 
tall conjunction of bodies? Which,if it were ſo, thoſe men 
(if J may call them men) which dayly deale with com⸗ 
mon women, ſhould bee very faythfully aud freindlp af- 
fectioned towardes them: but it is ſo far of, that in my 
fancy after the fad, thep rather loth them.then loue them. 
Both fo2 that a lothſome repentaunce followeth it, and 
alſo(as Ariſtotle ſaith) men therby are made leſſe perfect. 
So that J thinke the contunction of bodies, rather a diſ- 
iunction of minde then otherwiſe . Andtrue fromodhip 
betweene man and man, oz man i woman, is grounded 
only on that which is god and honeſt, Yea, 3 am per⸗ 
ſwaded, that the wanton louer himſclfe , is as well ſatiſ⸗ 
Hed with the good countenaunce, louing lokes , and per⸗ 
fete agreement of his miſteris minde with his, as with 
the vſe of her body. Which , although her oftentimes er- 
neſtly deſire, yet J thinke it bee as mutch to know therby 
her vnfayned gadwill towardes him, to confirme it with 
A naturall bonde, and to pzocare her contentment , as fog 
that her repoſeth the fulneſſe of his felicitie therein. Ma, 
then a lewd louer altogether vowed to vanitie, can loue 
wit dort luſt, how mutch moze eaſily map a faithful freind 
ber fervent in affection , and pet colde in deſire : Amd as 
on map bie a playnr pꝛeũdent, that a man may 
loud lopalty, and vet not dete laciutoally:ſo may Florinda 
bee a fruitfall example to the feminine ſoꝛzte, to doe the 
like, who bearprig ſutch feruent affection to her freinde 
Amadour,thatſhee helde him moze dere then her owne 
lite, that ſhe r ete iued mode contentacion in the companie 
of hinz then of huſdand, father, mother, frrinde oz whoſo- 
eter pet Gee was ſo far of from filthp affection towards 
bim, that hee auoyded, ſo neare as ſhee could, all occaſi- 
ons Which might dꝛaw him into any diſoꝛdinate deſire to- 
wardes her. Jn ſo mutch, that hauyng occaſion a 
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conference with him in a pꝛiuie place, beefo2e ſhee came, 
ſhe fouly defaced her face, and b2uiſed it with a ſtoane, 
that hee might not bee inflamed with the feature thereof, 
and diuers other wayes at diners otter times, valiantly 
withſoode all alarms of luſt. Therfoꝛe they are no doubt 
deceiued, which thinke that loue cannot be without tuft, 
neither feruent affection without flcſhly fancie. And A 
would not wiſh any to iudge ſo iniuriouſlp of the familia⸗ 
ritie of freindes,ſutch light itudgements, pꝛoue but a light 
iudge: ſutch ſuſpicious opinions, faz the molt part pꝛocæde 
from ſuſpected perſons : and they are commonly ſutchs 
themſelues as they thinke other fo bee: foz mala mens, ma⸗ 
lus animus: an cuil diſpoſition bʒedeth an euill ſuſpition. 
But to returne to Pigmalion, who, foꝛ al his feruent loue, 
beyng feuſtrate of the fruites therof, and not incountred 
with the like, got from the houſe of his fickle fr einde, and 
being alone in his owne lodginge , bee entred with him 
ſelfe into this diſcourſe. Notwithſtandynge my loue 
bath been alway guided rather by reaſon then rage, and 
my fancie neuer at any time turned to furie , by reaſon 
wherof J haue not been greatlypinched with the panges 
therof,yet when J conſider the common courſe of louers, 
and of loue , ſurely of all pumiſhments inficed on mans 
kynde, there is none that doth mo2e afflic vs, then the 
lewde lots therof, and the firte dartes of Cupid . Foz all 
other cuils by nature we flie from, by reaſon we redꝛeſſe, 
by pollicie we pꝛeuent, by pleaſure wee mitigate, by pas 
tience wee moderate, by labour wa lighten, by payne we 
appeale, by counſaple wee ture, by tune wer take away, oz 
by ſome meanes 02 other ſet our ſelues free from. Bat 
this hatefyll loue by nature wer follow, it bereueth vs of 
reaſau, pollic ie hath no place in it. pteaſure doubleth our; 
dolour.patience purchaſeth no eaſe, labour is loſt, payne 
pꝛeuapleth not, counſayle conduceth not, time tieth and 
intangleth vs, no, nothyng is able to leade vs out of this 
intricate Labyzinth: And though te uregpertapaing 
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to loue, ſ&me great: yet who ſo ever purpoſeth fo pur⸗ 
chaſe them, let him allure him ſcife to buy them at an vn⸗ 
re ſonable rate. Cucry pecke of plcaſure ſhall coſt him a 
guarter of care, foz cuery pinte of hony bee ſhall taſte a 
gallon of gall, Pea though the entry which leadeth to 
the lodginge of loue ſ&eme eaſy, + the po2che paradiſe vn⸗ 
to him, vet ſhall hee finde the hall a hell, and the whole 
houſe a hatcful p2iſ6 and place of bondage, Fo2 as Parrts 
ners Þþ vader athew of calme wether, chmit them ſelues 
to the ſea, are oftentimes with tempeſtes ſo toffed , that 
ruſhinge againſt the rockes , their ſhips are ſhaken to 
peeces, and they devoured in the depth of the ſea : ſo hee 
that vnder the curteous countenance of a wanering wes 
man yelveth himſelf to louc, is commonly ſo wꝛapped in 
the waues of wiles, that her is altogether dzowned in the 
depth of deceit, and hardly eſcapeth with the loſſe of his 
liberty and lpuinge. Mee ſee the flie playcth fo long with 
the flame, that hee is ſcourched therwith, and the expe⸗ 
rience is no leſſe common then lamentable , that men 
dally ſo longe with dainty dames, that at length they are 
feo2ched in the flames of fancy, and the winges of their 
fre will quight burned away. And then, god God it is 
france to conſider their caſe, how carelefly they deale in 
all thinges, how leudly they ſpend their time, how p20- 
digally they conſume their goddes, how negligently they 
regard their freindes, how lothſomely they like god couns 
ſa ple, how reſolute they are in their owne fonde deter⸗ 
minations, how diſlolute in their behautour , howe ſoly⸗ 
taryly they ſit in ſcilence, how ſecretly they conceale their 
greife, how ſozowfully they ſpend their dates, how fanta⸗ 
ically their mindes are troubled, how fœbly their bodies 
are weakned, what bꝛoken leepes, what doubtful dzeame, 
what vaine viſtons they haue. And touching their beelo- 
ued, how curiouſly they commend them, howe partially 
they pꝛapſe them, how doltiſhly they doate on them, how 
wilfully they are blinded in the, how ſuper ſtictouſly they 
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thinke of them, how idolatroaly they woꝛſhip them, how 
zelouſſy they loue them, how tclouſty they loke to them, 
bow warely they wach the, how willingly they ſcrue the, 
bow painfully they tmplay themiclucs to pleaſure them, 
bow readily they run vader their cõmaundements, how 
dbedientip they bowe at their beck 4 cum at their cal, how 
deadly thet hate their enemies, bow deeply thei loue their 
freindes, how charily they ſeeke their godwill, how chil⸗ 
diſhly they feare their ill will, how gladly they take a god 
looke, how ſadly they receiue a ſower countenance , how 
foliſhly they fulfil their deſires, bow fondly thei ſrame ti ẽ 
ſelues to their fancies, how with lookes they ſhew their 
loue, + with ſignes ſignifte their good wil, how it greencth 
them to haue any other loked vpon oꝛ ſpoken to, how in $ 
pꝛeſente of their ladies they frie as hotly as Mount tna, 
bow in their abſence they frize as coldly as the Hill Cau- 
caſus, how pꝛeſent they p2zefer ſutes,how abſent they ſend 
ſalutations , how pꝛeſent they flouriſh , how abſent they 
fade:to coclude, how pꝛeſent they liue, how abſent thei dy. 
But on the other ſide, to waigh the dealings of their dar⸗ 
lings towards them, it makes my hart ſo2e fo think, that 
any man ſhoulde bee ſo mad, as not vtterly to abhozre 
them. Fo2,firft while they ſ& a man fre from folly and 
without the compaſſe of their cozenage, they fetch many 
a windlas to dꝛiue him into the nets of naughtineſſe, 3 to 
intrap him in their trechery:and if they perteiue him ſo 
trongly armed with wiſdome,that their bolſtred beuty 
cannot bleare his eyes,then fozthwith they goe about to 
compaſſe him with their counterfeit courteſye, then, ſoꝛ⸗ 
ſaoth,they frame ſutch friendly countenaunces towards 
bim, and pꝛetend to beare him ſo great godwill,that hee 
cannot (vnleſſe hee will ſhewe himſelfe altogether vn⸗ 
gratefull and diſcourteous) but frame his fancy towards 
them againe, Now, ſo ſone as they ſee him reaſonably 
well reclaimed to the lure of their alluring loks, they by 
n ſtop the lure vpon * tauſe him to 3 
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hope and teach him to flie a high pitche, fo2 a pꝛa of litle 
p2ofit oz pleaſure, Foꝛ then they caſt very coy counte- 
nances towards him,yea they will not ſo mutch as with 
a glaunce giue any ſigne of goodwil: but when they haue 
made him lie ſo long in the aire, that he is redy either to 
take a ſtande, oꝛ ſoare away,they flinge fozth a traine of 


treaſon, and caſt ſome flattringe hope, and faigned law⸗ 
ning foꝛ him to fed on, leſt his kindnes by their coldneſſe 


ſhould quaile, and ſo he retire his deſpze. But if they ſe 
him to be ſo ſharpe ſet, Þ he will ſtoupe at euery ſtale, oz 
know him to be an eyeſſe which wil neuer away»the they 
make him flye and neuer ſerue him, they bangle him out 
and bob him as they liſt, then they keepe themſelues out 
of his fight to make him moze ſharp, then in his pꝛeſente 
they lend louing lokes to other, then they make the mat⸗ 
ter ſo ſtrange, that hee is dꝛiuen to beegin agayne, and to 
renew his ſute afreſh.And the ende of all this is, to ſpoꝛt 
themſelues in his paine, to gloꝛp in his griefe, and to tris 
umph in his tozmentes , Sutch mallice they bcare him 
that beareth them great godwill, Yea hee whiche loueth 
them beſt is ſure to be handled þ woꝛſt, fo2 they know he 
is armed with lone to indure the fo:ce of their fraude, 
t like an Aſſe to beare any burthen whiche they ſhal lay 
on his back. Yea they will not ſtick to peelde their bodies 
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to ſome courſe quidem in a cozner, rather then they will 


beſtow on him one courteous countinance, ſutch is their 
{ll nature to cleue to the moꝛſt, and pzoudly to diſdaint 
him that humbly defireth them, and openly to rciec all 
men though neuer ſo noble, and ſceretly to refaſe no man 
though neuer ſo baſe, And as the Yumblebee flieth all 
the day in the pleaſaunt aire, and thinketh mutch to light 
even vppon the ſweete flowers, but at night taketh no 
ſkozne to lodge in a Cowes fonte ſharde : (o theſe dainty 
dames, in company think ſkozne to yerlde loue to anp, but 
in coꝛners they care not to pꝛactiſe with ſome lothſome 
Aullion,oz hozſe boy. But if they think this loner, _ 
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Hey haue ſo daintily dealte withall, haue oyle to coale 
their furious flames, and bee eucry way fit foz they: fol- 
lye,be ſhall perchaunce, after this tedyous toyle,and long 
ſute in the court of curteſy and conſcience, be aduiſed and 
admitted foz a moze ſpeedy diſpatch of his lyuing, to en⸗ 
ter his agion in the common place: J meane, he ſhalbe 
receued into their good grace and fauour, and be now and 
then feaſted with the beſt bauquets in their bodpes. But 
by that tyme the reckonnyng be payed , he ſhall finde bis 
che re lo chargable, that all thinges conſydered , he might 
haue fared better far better cheape, at the moſt cutthꝛote 
Inne ina country. Then muſt the Chaines,the Bꝛace⸗ 
lets, the Jewels, the Rings, the Diamonds, the Pearls, 
bee pꝛoui ded: then muſt hee buie fo2 euery part a pæce, 
fozcuery finger a fangle, foz euer toe a toy: then muſt 
their maides bee monied, their bauds b2ibed, their ſcouts 
conſidered,their ſeruaunts ſatiſfied, and euer as they lre 
open to him ſo his purſe muſt lie open to them and theirs» 
And hereof chᷣmeth the ſpoyle of a nũber of noble + luſtie 
pounge Gentlemen : pea and the nobler bloude and the 
franker hart they are of, the ſoner «4 ſozer is their decay 
« confuſion, Fo; lyke as the fire hauing ſtones caſt into it 
doth onelp alter their colour and make them black, but 
cannot conſume them, but hauing wod thzown into it, it 
waſteth it cleane away:ſo theſe couſoning Curtizanes,if 
ſome hard int ttald louer light vnto their lot, they onelp 
alter his eſtate, and b2inge him from very wealthy to 
ſomewhat na dy, but if a fre and franke childe chaunce 
vppon them, they wholy conſume him body and godes, 
A thing ſarely on our parte rather to bee punniſhed then 
pittied, who being by God endued w greater wits,ſhould 
ſuffer our ſelues ſo villaneuſip to bee vanquiſhed by the 
weakneſſe of women, But verely as Spiders conuert to 
poiſon whatſoeuer they touche, ſo women infect with fol- 
ly whom ſo euer they deale withall. And A think them 
made of Ood only foz a plague and wo vnto men, as their 
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name impozteth. And as Eue cauſed Adam to bee depꝛi⸗ 
red of Paradiſe, ſo J think her ſexe is oꝛdained to depʒiue 
Adis poſterity of pꝛoſperiti. ea in mariage it ſelf where 
only they are counted neteſſarie, A ſe not but Þ they are 
accompanied with moꝛe care then commoditie,mo2e coſt 
then comfozte, moze paint then gaine, moꝛe greife then 
good, Dutch kalſeneſte if they be faire, ſutch filthineſſe if 
they bee forle,ſatch wiles if they bee wittie, ſutch kond⸗ 
nelle if they be foles,ſutch pꝛoudneſſe if they bee noble, 
ſutch rudeneſſe if they be baſe, ſo nice if they bee vertus 
ons, ſutch vice if they be victous, ſutch luſtinefe- it thep 
bee young, ſutch lothſomneſle if they bee olde, ſurch light⸗ 
nes if they be merrie, ſutch ſullennes if they be ſad, ſuteh 
often deſyꝛe of ſpozt if they be healthy, ſutch ſeld m quiet⸗ 
nelle if they bee ſikly, ſutch vnholſomneſſe if they be bar» 
ren,ſutch queſneſſe if they bee with childe, ſutch longes 
ing, ſutch daintineſſe, ſutch waiwardneſſe : at all times 
in fare ſatch ſinenes, in apparrel ſutch coſtlines, in houſ⸗ 
holde Ctuffe ſutch curiouſneſſe : at moſt times ſo imma⸗ 
deft, ſutch poutinge ſutch low2inge, ſuteh chidinge,ſutch 
chafing, that to conclude with ſcripture, J thinks beit fog 
man not to touche a woman. | 
Gentlewomen, pou muſt Lnderftande, this Gentle- 
man was in a great heate, and therefoze you mult beace 
with his bolde blaſphemy againſt pour noble ſexe: fo; 
my part, J am angry with my ſelfe to haue vttred it, #A 
ſhall like my liſping lippes the wozſe fo2 that they aue 
bene the intrumentes of ſutch euill, neither ſhall J think 
them ſauoꝛ y againe, vntill it ſhall pleaſe ſome of pau fo 
ſcaſon them with the ſweteneſſe of pours . But yet hee 
himſelfe was ſo fully confirmed in this fayth and beleife, 
touching the fraylty and fraud of women, that J thinke 
no toꝛment, no not the fury of fire could haue fozced him 
to recant his opinion. Fo2 euer aſter, hte fled al occaſtons 
of womens company , perſwading himſelfe , that as he 
"Which toucheth pitch halber defiledtherwith, 8 
- . * 
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vſeth womens company ſhalbe& berguiled ther with. And 
as the mouſe haning eſcaped out of the trap, will hardly 
be allared againe with the infifkng bayt, o; as the Vauke 
hauing ben once canuaſſed in the nets, wil make it daun⸗ 
gerous to ſtrike againe at the ffale : ſo hee hauing bene 
caught in the ſnares of crafty counterfaytinge, and now 
hauing vawound htm ſelfe thereout , and won the fieldes 
offreevome , auoyded all occaſions which might bꝛinge 
him eftſoones into bondage. But man pur ;and 
God diſpoſeth, men determine, but the deitintes do : foz 
what ſhalbe, ſhalbe:no pollicy may pzeuft þ power of the 
bcauens, no doinges of men can vndoe the deſtinies. Foz 
hee was ſo far of from beeing able to keepe him ſelf from 
dæinge in loue with women, that hee fell in lone with od 2 
ſenceles thing; a ſtoane, an Image, (a tuff penniſhme 
fo2 his raſh rayling againſt the floziſhinge feminine ſexe. 
Foz co ing (as J ſaid befoze)his ſolitarily life, ſepe⸗ 
rated frõ þ ſociety of womt, he cõſumed þ molt part of his 
time in taruing # graning Images, r amorigeſt all other 
his woꝛkes, he made out of Marble þ likeneſſe of a pꝛoper 
wench(as by like) notwithſtading þ new religion he was 
entred into, hauing moſt fancy to a feminine fozme,x ha- 
uing faſhioned and finiſhed it in the fineſt maner, he fel o 
looking on it: and as loue firſt entreth in at the 
from thence difcendeth to the hart, fo hee looked ſ. 
theron, that at length hee fel in lone wird! it, was 
ſs wonderfully bewitched with it, that hee fell fo imbꝛa⸗ 
ſag, kiſſinge , and vallyinge with it; 4 monſtrous mt- 
race uo doubt, and rather to be woitdzed at 3 
Aud pet J haue heart of ſome that han? wer 
with molancholp paſſions; that theyhane thought the port 
ſoues to dee made of glaſſẽ, and if they had gone in any 
> een would not come neere any wall oz houſe, foz 
ing them ſelues: and fo it may bee that this 
== 2 


him ſelfe fome ſtoane, and knowin 
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ke na better a match, then to match him ſelf to a ſtone. 
& map bee pee was aue of thoſe , wham after the ge« 
all eds Owd repoateth) Ducalion 4 his wife P- 
a mape ky caſting Caanes at their, backes: and then no 
meruaile hee beare meruaylous affecis to ſtones, 
heeing made of es. Oz whether his religion were to 
Sn know 2 Ir to be mer⸗ 
uaxled ag in him, then in an infinite nũber Þ liue at this 

Soy pa lque images right well, e verely perſwade the- 
1 images haus power topzay foz them, i help them 


name not: hut this A read repoztedof him, that when 
the fer linge of his ſences , neither by the fo2ce 
reaſqn,ngitber by the alliſtante of time, neither by any 
other meaue hee could rid his tender heart of this ſtaany 
loue, bee take his image and layd it in his bed, is if it had 
e his birde , waich done, hee went to the temple of 
cnus, there {endinge vp lighes fog ſacrifices, and vttes 
ring his paſſions in ſteed of pzayers , rufully repentinge 
bis fozmer rebellionagainſt the majeſty of the Goddeſſe- 
Venus, foz that hee had blaſphemed wickedly againſt wo⸗ 
men, and neglected the lawes and loze of loue, and ſought 
to lodge himſelfe in liberty, hee humbly requeſted her 


now to rus dis caſe , and het would remaine her 
Wal al the dapes of bis life after. And that if it ſeemed 
good to her go! to giue him a wife, that ſhee might 
bee (het nat ſay his image) but like vnto his image. 
Venus very wel knowing what be ment by this requeſt, 
rei alſo the wong which Penthea beefoze had 
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put lite into it , and made if a perfect woman: 
miracles wer haue had many wꝛought within fes 
peres, when images haue beene made to how 
to holde out their handes, to weepe, to ſpeube, ” 
to P1gmalion.who haning done his deuotions,teturned to 
dis lodging, and there acco2ding to cuſtome fell to killing 
bis Image, which ſemed vnto him to bluſh thereat, — 
taking better taſte of her lips, they began to ware 

ſoft and ſweete, and entringe into deeper dallaunte wi 
her, thee bad him leane foz ſhame, and was pꝛeſentip 
turned to a perfede pꝛoper maide. Which her ſ@inge, 
magnified the might and power of Venus, iopfully toe 
this maide vnto his wife. And ſo they liued fehlend 
time in grrat top and felicitte. 

vou baue heard Gentle women) what bebad blaſplics 

mie þficklenes of Penthea cauſed dnwrzthily to be blown 
fozth againſt pou all: wherefoze to auoide the like, 4 am 
to admoniſh you that you pzefer not new fa treindes 
beeſo;oolve faythfull freindes : that 2 * lightly, 
— myne lightly lone the other great 
to doe either the one oz the other Ta 
the — of the blot of inconſtanty and wayering,it 
is very perilous fo2 vou to commit your ſelues : pour (es 
crets to thoſe,of whoſe truſfines you haue made no trial. 
Foz all is not golde which gliſtereth , counterfayte coine 
ſheweth moze gwdly then the good: and it is moſt eaſy, to 
veceiae vnder the name of a freind . The common ſaying 
is, the chaunge is ſe{dome made fo2 the better, and your 
owne ſayinge is, that of your ſernauntes you had. rather 
kepe thoſe whom you know ; though with ſoine faultes, 
then take thoſe whom you fmowe not, perchaunce with 
moe kaultes. Bow mutch maze then onght faythtull 
freindes to bee kept and accounted of , whom you know 
to bes perfeuly good: They are not ſurely foz any chance 
to bee chaunged, they are not foz any reſpec to bee reiet⸗ 
ted, they ars tht only -Jetvels to ber idyet in, thronely 
A Do perles 
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perles to bee pꝛeſerued, the only pillers to bee truſted to. 
Mee like a picture made in marble, better then in ware, 
bicauſe'if will laſt longer: wee like the ritch Diamonde 
cheifly ditauſe it laſteth longe, and will not lightly loſe it 
bꝛight hew:ſo likewiſe, you ought to like thoſe fre indes 
deft which laſt longeſt,+ haue liued longeſt with you. Foz 
vou muſt colider,true freinds are not like new garmets, 
which will be the wozſe foz wearing:they are rather like 
the ffoane of Scilicia, which the moze it is beaten the har- 
der it is: oz like ſpices, which the moze they are pounded, 
the werter they are, oz like many wines, whiche the ol- 
der they are the better they are. But to leaue true friends 

p, and come to trifling friend{hip,conſiſting in pleaſant 
pꝛiuie pꝛattiſes, J would wiſh thoſe women which deale 
that way(altbough they bee no ſheepe of my flocke, yet fo; 
their ſere ſake, J wiſh them wel) 3 mould, J ſay, aduiſe 
them to vſe wary herd in ridding away thoſe freinds they 
are weary of, At is a daungerous peece. of wozke , and 
tmpozteth as mutch as their good name commeth to,foz 
if they ſhall,without diſcretion and great cauſe: diſelaima 
a mans fretndthip,it is the next way(onleſſe his goyern- 
ment of himlelfe ber very great) to make him pzoclayme 
what freindſhip bee bath had of them in times paſt. This 
was it whiche made Fauſline ſo famous as ſhce was: thi”. 
is it whith blazed the bzuite of Blanch maria thozowe out 
the wozld, And ſurely J know not well what counſaple 
to giue in this caſe, it is a matter of harde digeſtion to a 
man to ſee her become ſtraunge to him, who was wonte 
to bee moſt familier with him, to haue her his enemp, 
who was wont to be his freind, Therfoze J would aduiſe 
them to ſticke to their old freindes till, but if they cannot 
frame their fickle nature to ſutch firmenes,the beſt way 
is, by litir and litle to eſtraunge them ſelues from their 
freindes, to pꝛetend ſome er neſt oꝛ honeſt cauſe , to pꝛo⸗ 
fefſe that neuer any other ſhall poſſeſſe that place with 
the toppomnſs that in hart thep kudbe fn: medac, 
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ALEX1Vs giuen erneſtly to follow the ſtudie of his booke, 
and che knowledge of the liberall Sciences, is diligently 
exhorted ws tather to take a wife, whereunto though 
vnwillinge, hee apply eth himſelfe, and is matched with 
ſutch a one that in reſpect of her good graces, he vtteteth 

eat commendation of woman kinde, But shortly after, 
Fun e into lothinge of that which beefore hee moſt lo- 
ued, hee repenteth himſelfe of his bargame, and forſa- 
king both houſe, & wife, and all worldly pleaſures, conſus 
m_ the remainder of his life in Pilgrimage, and tra- 


(Clecro was of this opinion, that the greateſt donbt 
which doth moſt deepely diſtreſſe a younge man, is to 
determine with himſelfe, what life in this life it bee beſt 
to enter into: wherein no doubt hee had reaſon, foz bee⸗ 
ſides the diuerſitie of lines which are to bee choſen, there 
is ſutch a confuſed Chaos of conceits in yong mens heads, 
that our wits are confounded with them, are loft as it 
were in a Labyrinth, not findinge any way out:ſo that if 
we chaunce to enter into this deliberation, we are aſſont 
inone vaine,as ſone in another, and ſo many vaines ſo 
many vanities : if vertue dzaweth vs one wap, vice dꝛi⸗ 
ueth vs another way: if pzofite perſwade one way, 
pleaſure pꝛouoketh vs another way:if wit way one way, 
will wzefeth another way: if friends connſel one way, 
fancy fozceth vs another wap: pea ſome lyke Horace his 
gueTes are ſo daintily diſpoſed, that no lyfe at al wil like 
them. Kingdomes(they ſap) are but cares,in honour is 
ennie,no maieſtie in meane eſtate, penury in ponertie, 
in ſingle lyfe ſolitarineſſe, in marriage troubles, and tous 
ching ſcudies and faculties, diuinitie is contemptuons, 
1 Dd ih Philick 
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Phiſick filthy, la w labourſome, touchinge other frades of 
— — e is but baſe, the —— — is clowniſh, 
warkare erous, in trauaile is perrill, liuinge at 
dome oba yea what fife A eres they count it 
lothſome : ſo that it is hard fo; them to reſolue vpon un 
one, who can frame them ſelues fo fancy none. But foz 
ſutch as cout to bee of the cozpozation ofthe common 
wealth ;and to bee p2ofitable members thereof; Fthinke 
theſe two points in this chotce of our life thietly to be c6- 
ſidered. Firſt, that we apply our ſelues to that life wher⸗ 
to by nature we are chiefely inclined, foz it is not poſſi- 
ble well to goe fozward in any thing, Inuita Minerua, na⸗ 
ture not conſenting therto. Then, not ſo to addict our 
ſelues to any one lyfe, but that wee may adopt our ſetues 
to another, if nede ſhall require. Foz no man is ſo ſu⸗ 
rely ſetled in any eſtate, but that foztune may frame al- 
teration: like as no ſhip ſayleth ſo directly to the wiſſhed 
hauen, but that ſome contrary winde may conuert her 
courſe agaiuſt the wzackfull rocks. Which may bet iuſ⸗ 
tified by the example of a younge Gentleman named A. 
lexius, who beeing ſetled in a ſtedfaſt ſtate of lyte, as was 
to bee thought, yet was hee d2ziuen to change, and change 
againe. Foz firſt be ing deſirous to paſſe the pilgrimags 
of this ſhozt life in pleaſure, hee auopded(ſoneere as het 
tould) al woꝛloly vanities,repoſing his chiefe pleaſare in 
ſerching out the ſacrev (kill of learned boks; ſo that ſtu⸗ 
die was his only pleaſure in pꝛoſperitie, his onely ſolacg 
in aduerſitie,bis only ererciſe beeing frelhe, his only re- 
freſhing beeing werp,his only ſpozt;his only play, And 
not withſtanding hee had god ſkill in hauking, bantinge, 
diceing,carding, with ſatch tyke, and ſomtime foz retroa⸗ 
tion ſake vſed them, yet hee counted all thoſe paſtimes a 
paine, in the feſpect of the pleaſure whiche ſtudy pzocu- 
red hym. Vis Father ſ&inge him ſetled in this ſo⸗ 
litary life, ſeemed to miflpke thereof, and diſſwaded dym 
from it, in this ſozte, B.. 4448 book, & #5 35 -- 408 
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A ſe, ſonne, there is nothinge ſo god, but by il vſing may 
ber made naught, and true, that ſayinge is, that euery ex⸗ 
cefle is turned into vice. J meane pour ſtudy, whiche of 
it ſelleſis lawdable, vet the immoderate vſe thereof make⸗ 
eth it rather to bee repzehended,then commended :and 
while vou ſæke pour owne careleſſe ſecuritie, you neg⸗ 
lec your countries cammoditie, and liue (lyke a dzone by 
the hony)ofother mens handes, and by the (wete of o⸗ 
ther mens ſwet. Foz you muſt know, al the pꝛaiſe of vers 
tue conſiſteth in doing, from-the which to be withdzawn 
with the doubt of daunger oz trouble, is a ſigne ef one 
which pzeferreth bis owne pꝛiuate ſafctie,beefoze the 
common ſocietie. And pet he Þ wil not indeuour to defend 
other, is commonly left deſtitute of help hunſeife. What 
wonne Archunedes by his earneſt ſtudy , who while 
Marcellus wonne his citie Syracuſis, was ſo buſily dzaws 
ing figures of Geometry in the ground, that he knew not 
the citie was taken, and Marcellus ſendinge foz him to 
tame vnto him, hee anſwered hee woulde not come, vn⸗ 
lt bee had finiſhed his figures, wherupon the meſſenger 
a great. rage finiſhed his life: An ende fit foz all 
ſutch , who to ſatiſfie their owne mindes, wyll not 
ſatiſfie their duties to their rulers,Country and com- 
mon wealth. LDTherefoze J thinke good, you leane 
this labourleCle life, and to enter into the wozide,and 
take a wife, whereby you may beecome a profitable 
and fruitfull member of pour country. You knowe 
the law maker Lycurgus valued ina maner with manle⸗ 
ars, thoſe which wauld of ſet purpoſe abide barren, ſay» 
ing, that hee did in a maner depziue a man of lyfe, which 
did not helpe to bainge a man into this life, when hee 
might : and the difference is little, beetwene doynge an 
iniury,and ſufferinge an iniurieſto bee done, when one 
may p20hibite it. You know alſo the repꝛoche which he 
ſuffered that ancient vamaried captaine Dercillidas to re- 
ceiue,who paſling hy a ponge pzincocks,haduo 8 
0:.345 
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done vnto him (whiche amongſt the Lacedemonians was 
the greateſt diſhonour that might be) the Captaine com 
playning hereof, the young man anſwered him, why fir, 
vou haue got none which may do reuerence to mee when 
A come to age, and therefoze it is no reaſon you reteiue 
that honour at my handes: which anſwere Lycurgus als 
lowed of, thinkinge none wozſe Citizens then ſutch as 
woulde not marry. Wherefoze if you will auoyde the 
like inconuentence, and frame your ſelfe to enter into 
that honozable ſtate, J will depart with ſutch part of my 
lining vnto pou,that vou ſhalbe able to liue in good credit 
and countenance in pour cuntry, and haue cauſe to think 
pour life as pleaſaunt as this you now leade. 

Alexius hautnge diligently giuen eare to his fathers 
woꝛdes, dutifully made anſwere in this fozf.,  - - 

Dir, if it pleaſe yon, J am of this opinion, that a god 
thinge,can not bee to mutch vſed, and that the moze com⸗ 
mon it is, the moze commendable it is, neither is it poiſi⸗ 
ble to ſæke learning to mutch , whereof there was neuer 
any man pet bat had to litle: and J thinke it hame fo 
teaſe from ſeeking, when the thinge ſonght, is the onely 
thing woꝛthy to bee thought. Foz what toyle can ſeeme te⸗ 
dious to finde the way to wit, and path to p2udency , the 
line of life and vaine of vertue: And foz the commodity of 
my country. J doubt not, but you know, that the Fudions 
ſta ndithe common wealth in as great ſteed, as the induſ⸗ 
frious otherwiſe. Bea who firſt bꝛought men within the 
compaſſe of a common wealth but only the learned: Who 
bought them from ſauagenes to cinilnes, was it not the 
learned: Who reduced them from rage to reaſon, was 
it not the learned ?/Who bzoaght them into the fociety of 
a cittie, who pꝛeſeribed thenrlawes,who fanght them re⸗ 
ligion , who tnuented mariage it ſelfe , which vou are ſo 
erneft to haue mee enter info, was it not the learned? 
Yes no doubt, learning is the life of the common wealth, 
Homuter and mayntainer of it. ntult confes thatthofe 
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which bie trades of trauaile in the common wealth, dos 
mutch good to the common wealth, but J muſt ſay, the 
learned doe moze good. I muſt confeſſe that ſouldiours 
often defend the common wealth:but J muſt ſay that ler⸗ 
ning muſt lead them,other wiſe they will ſoner offend it, 
then defend it. J maſt confeſſe that ſouldiours often win 
wealth to their country: but J muſt ſay that Senatours 
muſt keepe it, and the cunning to keepe,is no leſſe comment 
dable then the courage to get, and courage god knoweth 
is litle wozth abzoade,vnleſſe there bee good counſayle af 
home. Foz what wozthy exploptes did any captaine euer 
atchiue ab2oad, but by the aduiſe of counſaploꝛs at home? 
As the valiant victozy which Themiſtocles had ouer Sala« 
mis, was atchiued by the counſaple of the Senate which 
Solon had conſtituted, The ouerthzow of Carthage was 
wꝛought by the aduiſe of Cato a counſailour. The diſtruc⸗ 
tion of Troy was wꝛought not by luſty pꝛoweſſe, but by 
learned pollicie. The takinge of Babilon by Darius, was 
not done by the ſtrength of his army , but by the ſkilfull 
ſubtelty of his ſeruant Zopytus. And ſo almoſt in all no⸗ 
table vidoꝛies, pollicy pꝛeuayleth aboue power. Which 
was the cauſe that Agamemnon in þ ſiege of Troy, wiſhed 
rather fo2 ten ſutch as Ne(tor(who was a graue counſap⸗ 
tour) then fo2 ten ſutch as Aiax (who was a valiant caps 
tapne): that Traianus þ Emperour, when he went into 
the camp, euer had Dion the Philoſopher with him in his 
owne chariote: that Alexander neuer went into the felds 
without the philoſopher Calitthenes W him: Zerxes neuer 
without Damarathus ; that Alexander had euermoze Ho. 
mer his lliades lpinge vader his beds head: that Iulius 
Cxſar ſtudyed in the night, and ſet downe in w2itinge, 
v which her did in the day: that Epaminondas, Mithrida- 
tes, Themiſtocles, Adrian, Marcus Antonus, Marcus Au- 
relius, Alcibiades, Scipio, Brutus, Anniball, Alphonſus, Solo- 
mou, Dauid , with infinite other, who were conragious 
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to ſtudy and learninge. Foz they very well knewe har 
could not bee a perfec captaine, which was not perfedly 
ſene in al ſciences and learning. In Grammer, to attayn 
to the lattin tounge,and by it to the knowledge of other 
founges, wherby hee may not ber deafe and dum amongſt 
thoſe with whome hee ſhall haue to deale in warre. Jn 
Rethoricke, cherefully to perſwade his ſouldiours to ſuch 
enterpꝛiſes as hee would haue them attempt, In Logike, 
pꝛobably to reaſon with his ſouldiours in doubtfull mat- 
ters, which are to be diſcuſſed amõgſt the, In Arithmetick 
to number his ſouldiours, to deuide them into bands, as 
beſt may ſerue foꝛ the battell . In Geometrie, to meaſure 
the ground, to iudge of the diſtance of places, wherby hee 
map calk his trenches, raiſe his bulwarks r place his oʒ⸗ 
dinance and munition to moſt aduantage. In Aſtro. 
nomy,to know the courſe of the ſtarres, the place of the 
Poles, the ſight of the Zones, and ſatch like, wherby hee 
may bee able fo direc his army by night (either on ſea oz 
land) into what coaſtes her ſhall haue occaſion. In Mu- 
ſick e, to retreat himſelfe beeing weary , to ſing Pſalmes 
pꝛayſes to God foz the vidoꝛy. And as theſe ſeuen liberal 
ſciences are ſhewed to be moſt neceſſary fo2 a captaine:ſo 
is ther no art 02 knowledge but ought to be know? vnto 
him. Philoſophp, to take away þ terroz of death, to eaſe p 
euil of greif, to cole the heate of hate, to bzidle rage w re- 
ſon, to turne raſhnes to ſtayednes,as it did in Fabius þ no⸗ 
ble captayn qui cunctàdo reſtituit rem: to mo2tify þ deſires 
of þ fleſh, as it did in Alexa. towards þ wife + daughters 
of Darius:to increaſe abſtinfcy, as it did in þ ſame Alexa. 
who hauing been th2& oz foure daies without fobc, would 
eate nothinge him ſelfe till all his ſouldiours were ſatiſ⸗ 
fied: to make pacient in paine as if made Marius abide 
martiring without binding:to teach to indure hardneſſe, 
as it made Ageſilaus to goe almoſt naked in the middeſt of 
wintec,that his ſouldiours by his example might doe the 
like: to teach to ſet litle by ritches, to dipiſe vaine glozy, 
to 
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fo auoyd inkamp, with infinite other commodities, wher⸗ 
with philoſopby doth furniſh vs. Coſmogtraphy, to know 
the ſituation of citties and countries, to take the opoztu- 
nity of mountaines, wods,and waters,Surgery,to beale 
bis wounds. Phiſick, to cure his diſeaſes, and kepe him⸗ 
ſelf in health. Law, to Miniſter iuſtice to his ſouldiours, 
to deuide the booty indiffently amongeſt them, to obſerue 
inniolably the law of armes. Diuinitie, to dehoꝛt his ſouls 
diours from ſwearing, from blaſpheming, from dzinking, 
from whoꝛing, and in the houre of death from diſpairing. 
Do that counſayle , learning and knowledge ought to bee 
the cheife weapons and complete harneſſe of a captaine, 
pca knowledge is the armour of p2zcofe which neither 
Cannon, Vargabus, no2 Piſfol can perce, And what 
commodity is in courage without counſaple, map be ſcene 
by many raſh conflictes of many rawe captaines. And not 
to touch any cf freſh memoꝛy, it may pleaſe you onely to 
call to pour remembꝛauuce one Callicratides, who beeinge 
captaine ofthe Lacedemonians, in an expedition agaynſt 
the Athenians, was aduiſed by the Senate not to incounter 
with them, but to remoue his naup from them, till moze 
tonuenient opoꝛtunity might bee taken: but he thinking 
it would haue bene ſome derogation to his manhood ſums 
what to haue retired, at al adut᷑ture ventred vpon them, 
to his owne vtter ouerthꝛow, and to the great weakning 
of the wealth vf his common weale and country, Ik 
then learninge ber ſo neceſſary to warre (whereto many 
thinke it rather a hinderance, as the french nobility fo2- 
ſooth at this day ſcarce dareth deale with it,fo2 feare of 
marring their martiall feates) howe necdfull muſt wee 
thinke it to other partes of the common wealth? Can the 
Pꝛinte ſet fo2th Gods glozy, and ſe to the realmes ſafe- 
ty ? can the nobility pꝛouide fo2 the pꝛeſeruation of their 
pꝛince and countries cõmodity ? can diuines truly pzeach 
the goſpel? can iudges duely miniſter iuſtice, can lawiers 
defend the innocent, can Phiſitions heale the ſicke, vea in 
Ce ij warre 
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warre tan the ſurgions cure the wounded without lear⸗ 
ning: Can Perchaunts ſafely paſſe the daungerous ſeas 
without ſkilfall Pilotes: Can they mutually trafique and 
bꝛing in neceſſaries into the realme without ſkitfull in- 
terp:eters 2 To bee ſhozt , there is nothinge done to the 
countries commodity, wherto there is not had the help of 
ſkill and learning. So that learning and wit is the only 
wealth of ech country,the only conquerour in warre,the 
only pꝛeſeruer of peace. Litigiouſnes without learninge 
can doe no good, Mars without Minerua can make no good 
mart, Therfoze(fir) well you may reſtraine me from 
ſtudye, but you ſhall neuer diſwade mee fr om it. And 
wheras you perſwade mee to enter into the ſtate of ma- 
trimony, I can not but thinke that the great deſire you 
bane to do me good, dath ſo dim your vnderſtanding, that 
vou perfectly know not what will doe me good, other wiſe 
You would not goe about to bzinge mee (as they ſay) out 
of Gods bleſſing into a warme ſunne . Foz if you knew 
the commonities of this life, whiche J now leade, «4 conſi⸗ 
dered the diſcommodities of that life you would haue mee 
to leade, J knowe you woulde neuer counſaple mee fo 
cleaueto the one and leaue the other. In this ſufch 
quiet, in that ſutch care, in this ſutch puritie, in that 
ſutch pꝛauitie, in this ſutch vertue, in that ſutch va- 
nytic, in this ſutch contentation, in that ſutch verati- 
on, in this ſutch caulmes, in that ſutch ſtozmes, in this 
ſutch ſafetie,in that ſutch teopardie, in this ſutch felicy- 
tie, in that ſutch miſerie, that J mutch muſe that you 
pour (cife murmur not at the miſeries in marriage, and 
ſeeke to bee ſet led in the ſweete ſolace of ſingle life againe, 
The people called Maſlagetes liuinge in monntaines 
without houſes, enacted this law amongſt them, that eue - 
ric inhabitant ſhould haue two tunnes, oꝛ fats, in the one 
Qhould lie the huſtand, ſonnes, and men ſeruants, tn the 
other the wines,daughters,and maide ſeruants, they ne⸗ 
ucr eate together but on holy dates, and may not _— 
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lie together, but only once a wake; Pompeius haning oc- 
caſion to trauell that wap, demaunded of them, why they 
lined in Þ ſeperated ſoꝛt? They anſweredhim, The gods 
bad geuen them but ſhoꝛt time to line on the earth, which 
they ment to ſpend quietly, which beeinge together with 
their wines, they ſaide they could neuer doe. And Licur - 
gus himſelf, whom you alleage in commendation of mar- 
riage, was almoſt of the Maſlagetes minde,foz hee willed 
men not to lie continually with their wines, but to vſc 
their company ſeldome and by ſtealth, whereby you may 
ſ& that marriage is a daungerous thinge, and daintely 
to be dealt with all, and that he had nerde to bee armed 
with moze peres then J am, that ſhall ventcr vppon it. 
Foz my part, if you bee ſo content, I meane to continue 
as Jamand not to chaunge fo2 the wozſe,and with Glaus 
cus fo giue golden harneſſe foz Diomedes his bzaſen, oz a 
zecious ſtoane fo2 a barley coꝛne with oops cocke. 

Þis Father ſ&ing how her was bent, willed him to do as 
be woulde , and bhalfe angrye, lefte him to his owne 
tykinge. 

'  'F bane hytherto ( Gentlewomen) done pou ſome 
Ww2onge in framinge my talke to the condition and ca- 
pacitie of theſe Gentlemen, who, as pou hard at dinner, 
helde ſo hotly that learning was not neceſſarie fo2 a caps 
taine, nom J will perfourme my pꝛomiſe to you, and J 
will not onelp pay vou the pzincipall, but beecauſe you 
haue ſo.quietly fozbozne pour due ſo longe, pou ſhal heare 
I wil yeelde you ſome intereſt beſides, 

Map it pleaſe you then to knowe, that Alexius ſeinge 
howe deſirous bis Father was to have him marrie, 
thought it the part of an obedient child, to apply himſclt᷑ to 
the pleſure of his parents, and to enter into that trade of 
Ivfe wherein his father beefoze him had troden: wheres 
bpon her ſomwhat intermitted his earneſt ſtudy, and bees 
gan to peruſe thoſe bokes, which treated but of litle lear⸗ 
ning, e in ſterd of ſcholes, frequented theſc places where 
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at the firſt being a frech man foz the pꝛinciples of his (cls 
ence,he was taught with lokes,not with letters, any 
with the eyes,not with the mouth: well in ſhozt ſpace it 
foꝛtuned one ot his good inftructozs,by lendinge him a 
loke to learne hym ſutch a leſſon (as beſt wits are ſoneſt 
caught by Cupid)that he could not bee quiet till hee had 
gotten out alone by him(ſclf perfectly to con it: where he 
ſayde it without boke in this ſozt, 

J perceiue now that ſaying is true, that the greateſt 
clarks are not the wiſeſt men, and that in reſpect of expe- 
rience, learning is litle to bee accounted of, Fo2 I ſe the 
foliſhnefſe of my Father (if it were poſſible there ſhoulde 
be any in him) to bee far better then all my wiſdome and 
learning. Ve only knoweth what is p2ofitable, what ts 
pleaſant foz me, Mee knoweth and her tolde meer, hut J 
would not then berlæue hym, that the marryed lyfe is the 
only lite. Mel, now J ſe it to be ſo indeede. Od god what 
god dtd thoſe louing loks only, which that louely wench 
caſt vppon me, doe me ? what then may J tudge of the 
reſt, if only lokes like mee ſo well? no neuer any woozke 
of other mens, 02 inuention of mine owne, neuer any 
Hiſtozy , Commedie, D:ation,oz Aerſe, haue pꝛotured 
mee halte the pleaſure, as this beautiful boke hath.. 
Therfoze now farewell Mmerua, welcome Venus, fare⸗ 
well Ariſtotle, welcome Ouid , farewel Muſes, wetrome 
maydens, farcwel learning, welcome Ladies. But what 
ſhall I thus ncglect Gods commmanundement, wiſdomes 
loꝛe, my fathers hellks, and giue my ſelfe ouer to fonde 
and foliſh loue? Why, as ti ough God allowed not of ma- 
riage , as though Pallas her ſelfe were not ſubiec to loue, 
as though my father him ſelfe did not in a manner fozce 
mee hereto? Pes J wil euidently let this my goddeſſe vn⸗ 
derſtand my godwil, J wil humbly craue her loue agayn, 
I will make my father pziny to my pzactiſe, J will canſe 
al þ freinds J haue to further the mariage betwerne vs. 

Now this younge Punee hauinge perttaly — 
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firft leſlon, and liking it very wel, was taken fozth ano- 
cher leſſon, dee was taught now fo2ſoth his partes of 
ſpeche,be was dzinen to ſpeake foz himſelfe, to pzeferre 
many pitifull pꝛapers, to feigne, to flatfer,to vow,to pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, to ſwere, to make verſes, to wꝛite letters, and to vſe 
all meanes to pꝛoue his owne loue, and to purchaſe hers, 
and this lecture alſo liked him wel inough, foz that in 5 
be was otherwiſe a god fcholer, 4 indued w a good wit, 
her was well able euery way to diſcharge it,+ beſids that 
the gentlewoman ſeemed at length almoſt willinge to ber 
wonne to his wil. Then he pꝛoceded further in his lear⸗ 
ning, and came to numbers, be was dziuen to number 
and tell out his cone, and to buie rings, tablets, chaines, 
and ſutch like, to ſende to his miſteris, as tokens of true 
loue, to linke liking, and to binde faſt the bargaine. After 
this, hee attained to the knowledge of the articles, foz 
now articles muſt bee dzawen of their agreement, her 
topnter muſt bee appoynted, all the conueiances concer⸗ 
ning this contract are concluded, This leſſon neither diſs ⸗ 
liked bym,foz that his father was able euery way to per⸗ 
-fozme it, Jmmediatly vpõ this, the mariage day was ap- 
pointed, and he muſt needs take fozth one leſſon moze, to 
bte fully inſtructed, and nowe fo:ſath he is come tothe 
conjunction of caſes, and ioyninge of genders together. 
And this was the leſſon in derde that liked him, this her 
thought þ leCon of al leſſon, þonly leſſõ which led to per⸗ 
fect learning, þ only inſtructid which truly taught right 
conſtruction, the onely leſſon of ly, the only pathway 
to Paradiſe, This leſſon hee ſone had learned, and yet 
thought with himſelf that he neuer had ſufficiently lear- 
ned it, which made him in ſhozt time make repetition of 
it a thouſand times. And foz recreation after his tus 
dy, his exerciſe alwapes was either to triumph of his 
owne happineſſe, either to trifle and talk e with his miſ⸗ 
teris, either in verſe curiouſly to commende her, oꝛ els in 
-p2oſt liuel to paint foozth the pꝛaiſe of women, and — 
FT mon 
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many other his frantick fancies, hee pꝛeſented in 

wꝛiting to his wile, this mutch in effect, 
As it ſomewhat caſeth the afflicted to vtter their an; 
noy, ſo no doubt, it greatly increaſeth our happineſſe to 
expꝛeſſe our ioy. And J am perſwaded that al the delight- 
full things we ſer, all the toyfull things we heare, and all 
the pleaſaunt thinges we feele, woulde pꝛocure vs litle 
pleaſure, if we had no meanes to manifeſt th#,o2 freinds 
to impart them to. Therefozc I will vnfolde my ioyes to 
my ioy, my pleaſures to my Peragon, my mirth to my 
miſtris. Fo: who euer ſwamme in ſutch ſeas of delight 
who euer bathed in moꝛe perfect blis:foz firſt, what could 
A haue wiſhed moze of God then to haue mine owne Fas 
ther the authoꝛ, the berginner, the perſwader, the pzacti- 
ſec,the fartherer,and the finiſher of my felicitie ? to im⸗ 
part vnto me his counſayle, to depart with his copne, to 
geue me his gods, to leaue me his lands, x to do moze fo; 
me then J had ether reaſ6 to require, oʒ ſo mutch as burſt 
fo deſire 2 O Father, thou only knoweſt how to bleſſe thy 
childzen ? then what moꝛe happines could happt᷑ vato me 
then to haue a wife, whoſe countenance coneteth only to 
content mee, whoſe lokes are framed onlp to my lykinge, 
whoſe woꝛdes are only wꝛeſted to my wyll, whoſe deedes 
are only directed to my delight , whoſe beautie then the 
ſun beames is moꝛe bꝛight, whoſe bounty, wit and vertue 
is moze rare then to be compꝛehended ina moztal wigbt. 
who in ſhape Venus, in wit paſſeth Pallas her ſelfe, who 
is the only farre wh giueth right light, who is the on- 
ly wozchip of the woꝛlde, the only honour of her age, the 
only Phznix of the earth, whoſe gouernment is ſutch, 
that ſhe can guide her ſelfe wiſely in all companies, in all 
cauſes, whoſe diſcretion is ſutch, that hee can applie her - 
ſelfe fitly to all times, to all places, to all perſons, who los 
neth mee ſo lopally, that J cannot but like it, who honou, 
reth mee ſo dutifully,that q cannot loke fo moze, who at 
all times entertaineth mee (o curteouſly, — 
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dut bee tontent with it, who dayly filleth my cares with 
ſutch ſugred wa2ds, that they can not but delight me, 
who at bozde feedeth mee ſo daintily that a pztnce would 
ber pleaſed with it, who at bed feaſteth mee ſo delicately 
that Cupid him ſelfe would be glad of it? D Pilkeris,thou 
only knoweſt how to make thy huſband hapyy.1Snt what 
meraaple is it to ſ a god tre bꝛing fozth god fruit what 
wonder is it to ſæ one woman god,when there are none 
ul: And how is it poſſible there ſhould be any ill, when 5 
matter wherof they are made,+ cauſes wherof they come 
are right god? Foz firſt they are made of the purifledmet- 
tall of man, wheras man was made of þ groſſe earth:And 
as in ſtils out of herbs is gotten pure water:ſoout of mas 
was gotten þ pure mettall of women, as may bee plainly 
perteiued by the fineneſſe of their fourme,by the loftneſſe 
of their ficlh, by the clereneſſe of their colour «x ſutch like, 
Chi fo; the conffitution of their bodies, they are moſt c65- 
monly colde, by reaſon wherof they are moſt patient, mo⸗ 
deft, milde, and mercifall , moſt conſtant without light- 
nelle, moſt continent without leudneſfle, neither offende, 
either in erceſſe of meate, either in flechly heate,ſo often 
as men of ftry and hot complerions doe. Beſides that, the 
purity of their bodies may bee perceined by this, that no 
co:ruption comminge by the groſeneſſe of meat oꝛ other / 
wile; can continue long within them, but that they haue 
continually euacnation of all pil humours : ſutch fozce 
hath that which is line, to exyel that which is filthy . And 
as their bodies are moſt perfece , ſo alſo their ſoules are 
mott pure. Fo} wheras men receiue from Adam ozigys 
nall unne, women are altogether voide of that infection, 
which map be partly coniocured by the extellency of ma- 
ny of their complertions,x cleerenes of their ſkins:ſo that 
no man almoſt would think Þ there could lurke any loth- 
ſomnes to be milliked of, vader ſo cumly a couert as their 
faire faces are, but only they i; haue pꝛoued the contrarie. 
But notwithſtading this perfecis whervw) they are indu⸗ 
— enuied 
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want not thoſe which want ſo mutch gouernmente, that 
they will not ſticke erneſtly to inueigh againſt the noble 
feminine ſexe, and amongeſt the reſt (as who is ſo bold as 
blind bayard.) Mantuan like a mad man, moſt rudely and 
raſhly raueth and rayleth again@ them, But his woꝛdes 
are ſo voyde of wit, and his railing ſo without reaſon, that 
if hee were aliue , J thinke him rather with tozmentes. 
to bee confounded , then with argumentes to bee confu⸗ 
ted, Befoze him Ariſtotle, as an Ale ſotted with ouer 
mutch ſtuddy maketh a great ſpeake, ſayinge : women 
are monſters in nature, and he alleageth a pzofound rea⸗ 
ſon to pꝛoue it, foz that nature, fozſooth,alwayes inten- 
deth to bꝛinge foꝛth that which is molt perfect , and ther⸗ 
foze would bzing fozth only men if ſhee might. A pythy 
argumente , hee reaſoneth as though it were graunted 
him, that men were mo2e perfecte then women, which 
with all his philoſopby, bee ſhall neuer bet able to pꝛoue. 
And if hee make this reaſon,that the male is euer moze 
perfect then the female. nature her ſelfe will quickly con⸗ 
fute him, who in moſt of her creatures hath made the fe-- 
male far moze perfec then the male. And not to vſe many 
inſtances, what need wee goe any farther then conſider 
the kinde of Hawkes , where wee ſhall ſee the Goſhanks 
far better then the Coſſell, the Gerfaulcon then the Ger⸗ 
kin, the Lanar then the Lanaret, the Sparehauke then 
the Puſket,and ſo of all the reſt . But Ariſtotle can make 


a better reaſon, fo2 that women by mutuall coniundions 


reteiue their perfection from men, a reaſon truely with- 
out all reaſon. What woman was ener moze perfecte 
then the virgin arp, who neuer knew man: Then the 
Romance beſtall virgins? Then our vowed virgins, who 
continued the whole courſe of their life without the com- 
pany of men? But Ceny fozſooth beeinge a mayd defired 
to bee made a man. Bat will you know the cauſe? Not 
fo; that ſhee coueted to bee of the kinde of man, but that 
thee might bee free from thefilthineſle whiche men did 
fozce ber ——— _—_ 
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like as þ litle chicke being caught by the kyte, would with 
with all bis heart her were a Rite, and pet the kind of Kites 
is not to be thought better then ol the chicken. But to leaue 
Ariſtocle his railyng reaſons, and to reaſon indifferently of 
the matter, what one perfection any way are men indued 
withall, that women want ? Do men (J ſay) either inna- 
tural wit, either in politine gouernnient, either in valtant 
courage, either in ſkill and learnyng, either in vertue and 
liuyng, any thyng exceill them? And firſt fo; wit, Ariſtotle 
bimlſelfe pꝛoueth them to bee moze apt in wit,foz that they 
are moꝛe ſoft in fleſhe, and we dur ſelues haue a common 
ſayinge amongf vs;that women are neuer without an ex⸗ 
cuſe, which is a ſure ſigne of a moſt ſharpe and readie wit. 
And if J were dziuen to alledge eriples of witty women, 
I coulde recite whole countries,to wit, Flaunders, Holland, 
Zcland, and moſt of the lowe countries; where the women 
wittily deale in al thinges, diſcreetly d2der their houſholds, 
courteouſly entertapne ſtraungers, and wiſely wield moſt 
waightie affayzes, wheras the men deale only with dzinke, 
and like dzunken doltes lie vnder the bourde. In Fraunce 
alſo, the Gentle womz generally are moze wittie in woꝛds, 
and eloquent in talke th the men. The like no doubt max 
bee truly repoꝛted ot diuers other nations. Then fo; politik 
gouernment, is it likely that they, who can gouerne them 
ſelues and their affections diſcretely , their families and 
houſholdes o2derly,are to ſeke in the polytike gouerment 
of publike matters: Foz (no doubt) it is far moze caſy toſſee 
wittily into other mens affaires then into our owne : and 
Solon ſayth,that they only arc fit to gouerne other, who can 
well guide them ſelues , neither is the difference ſo great 
betweene a pꝛiuate family and publike ſociety , but that 
they which can gouerne the one, may wyeld the other. A- 
gaine, ſeeinge in matters of loue (which blinde the wiſelt 
men that are) women can deale ſo politikely, that though 
they themſelues beare great affection to a man, yet they 
will ſo handle the matter that they ſhall bumbly make ſute 
vato them, and erneftly deſire them to it, which thei of them 
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ſclues moſt erneſtly deſire,ſecinge in pꝛiuꝝ ſtraltbes they 
tan pꝛadiiſe ſo politikely Þ their huſbands, though neuer ſo 
wary,ſhal neuer be ware of it, but rather the moze they are 
dece iued, doate Þmoze of them. As it to be thought they are 
to learne of men, oz any way interiour to them, in the con⸗ 
yaigh of ozdinary accidents, and matters of common mos 
ment: But women are not admitted to the adminiſtration 
of the common wealth: but what fozſooth is the cauſe? oz 
ſooth the malicious ſpite of men: and J may ſape it to mp 
ſelf, it ſtandeth vs vpon fo to do,fo2 if they ſhould be allowed 
ta execute publike offices, uberehi their diſcrtet and good 
gouermnept might be gene xai known,i were grentip to 
bee keared that wee ſhould be ſet tothe clout and kitchin ans 
other while, and they placed in thoſe offices, whiche wes 
now, not fo wozthy of them ,wzongfully vſurpe.And yet to 
tbe intent all ſateh-h2ight lin bts ſhould not bee put vnder 
a buſhc ib it hatb-pleaſed god to ſct ſome ofithem on the hils 
of high eſtate, to giue light of life and good gouernment to 
the whole wo2ld:as namely the wife of &ncas, named Laui- 
nia, after his death gouerned the moſt turbulent ſtate of I 
taly, with ſutth policy and wiſdome, that though the titls 
of her huſhand to the dingdom were very tickle, beringe a 
Troian 4 ſtraunger, though her neighbours on enery ſide 
were giuen to ſpoplyng, incroching, oppꝛeſſyng, and vſur⸗ 
pynge, vet ſhe e kept her people in prace,and her kingdome 
quict, vntill her ſonne Aſcanius came toripe peeres, ę then 
ſafely ſct him in the regall ſeate and royal dignity of his 
lathor. As Debora ſoꝛ her wit and policy was appointed 
iudge ouer the Jſraelits, by whoſe counſaple and courage 
that couragious captayne 4 capital enemy to the Iſraelits, 
named Syſara was ſubdued. . But what ſhould J rehearſe 
eramples af the politique gonernment of women, whereas 
lawes (the only ground of all good gauernment) were firſt 
inucated-and made by Ceres, a woman? 

. Therfoze to the third point, which is valiaunt courage: 
wherin we our ſelues confeſle them to be nothing inferrt- 
pur vnto vs, in that wee ſay women are alwaxes — 
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of ſoneraintie,which euidently argueth a nobleand haugh- 
ty minde, Beſides that,howe mutch weaker their bodies 
are then mens, ſo mutch the moze ſtrength and vertue is 
contained in their mindes. Foz it is the iuſtice of God com⸗ 
monly,to ſupply the debilitie of the body, with the might of 
the minde. Againe, how mutch ſhoꝛter lyued are they then 
men, accoꝛding to Ariſtotle his opinion, ſo mutch the moze 
vertue of body and minde they are endued withall. Like as 
by dayly experience, wie ſe that thoſe childzen which are 
deſtined to death in the pzime time of their lyfe, are farre 
moze wittie,diſcreete,x perfect every wap, then thoſe who 
haue longe time graunted them to line on earth. Laſtly, if 
particularyties might pꝛoue a generality, what man was 
euer moze couragious then Semiramis, who in the habite £ 
apparell of a man gouerned þ Aſſirians, moſt couragiouliy? 
then Tomiris, who flue the mighty Ringe Cyrus mot vali⸗ 
ently?then the Wines of the citie of Scio, who repulſed their 
enimies moſt repꝛochefully: with infinite other, who in 
ſtoutnes of ſtomack, and couragiouſnes of minde, haue ben 
equall to any man, that euer had any pꝛaiſe fog his pzowes 
and vertue. The fourth poynt is learninge , which to bee 
5 as it were to women may bee pꝛoued by this, Þ the 

ſes the auithozs of all lerning were wome. It may be ſaid 
that the people called the Latines lent vs mutch learninge, 
but it mult bee ſaide that a woman named Nicoſtrata firſt 
taught them their letters. It may be ſaid that Athens hath 
dene the autho2' of many arts, but it muſt be ſayd p-Aſpaſia 
inftructed Pericles the Duke thereof in learning. Solomon 
was moſt wiſe and learned, yet Saba was able to diſpute 
with him. Zenobia had learned ſonnes , but ſhee her ſelfe 
taught them. So that it is euident that women are rather 
the authoz of learninge, then any wap infertour to men in 
learning. 'The laſt poynt is vertuous life, Alas it greueth 
me to thinke how far we come behinde in this compariſon, 
Pow ſtraunge is it to heare a woman to bee a ſwearer, a 
Kealer,a murtherer, a trayto2,a rebet,an extoꝛcioner, a pers 
turer, a coſener, o any ſutch 9 Fry our ſhame I ſpeake 
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it, we wallow in choſe wickednees, Pow hard againe is it 
to finde a man of cotinent coucrſation, of modeſt manners, 
of milde minde, of gentle diſpoſition,of curteous inclinatis, 
of pitifull hart? To their pꝛaiſe I ſpeake it, women abound 
in thoſe vertues. So that to ſpeake invifferently,betwene 
the life of men and women, is as mutch difference as bees 
tweene light and darknefſe,beetwcen vertne and vice, bee⸗ 
tweene God and the diuell. Therfoze, ſeing women ercell 
men in perfection of body e ſonle, in wit and gouernment, 
in courage, in learning, in life E connerſation, what mers 
ueile is it it my miſteris make mee happie: what wonder 
is it if ſhe winne mee to her wil 2 what made do Fdeſerue; 
if 3 ſerue her all the daies of my life? Foz duty no doubte is 
due vnto her, and J thinke my ſeruite not ſufficient to ſhelo 
the godwil which J am bounde to beare her. 

Pou haue harde ( Gentlewomen ) what pꝛaiſe Alexius 
fo2 his miſteris ſake hath beſtowed vppon you all, whiche 
I doubt wil dꝛiue pou into ſo god an opinis of pour ſelues, 
that you will thinke ſo meane a man as my ſelfe not woz⸗ 
thy of your company : but J would wiſh pou to take hede, 
fo2 in ſo doyng you might ſhew pour ſelues to want that 
wit and curteſie whiche Alexius bath attributed vnto you, 
and if you pꝛooue him falſe in one poynte, it is as likely be 
hath lyed in all the reſt, But to ſpeake my fancie freely of 
the pꝛaiſe which hee bath geuen you, though ſome particu- 
ler examples bee ſo manifeftly true, that all the wozld doth 
acknowledge them, yet his general reaſons are altogether 
ſophiſticall and full of fallacies, ſet foꝛth without any liue⸗ 
ly colour, only with fayning e painting: and the fine Pars 
ble you know needeth no painting, that is nedfull only foz 
ragged walles, J meane not that he ment women were 
ragged walles,and therfoꝛe painted them out in ſutch ſozt, 
but ſurely the ſequele of his doings was ſutch, that if eui⸗ 
dently appeared hee thought not ſo well of women in derde 
as bee ſet foꝛth in woꝛdes. Foz hauing (as I ſapd beefoze) 
often ſaide his leon of the coniunction of caſes 4 genders 
together vpon the boke , and either ſeeing — 
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altaine it without the boke, either be inge wery with the 
often repetition of it, either ſeing there was no end in it, oz 
els beeing deſirous to learne farther and take foozth a new 
leſlon, he left this leſſon with diſpaire, and pꝛoceded to the 
declenſons, hee beganne now to decline, which leſſon hee 
ſayde to himſelfe in this ſozt. 

God God J ſe there is ſatietie of all thinges, Hon it 
ſelfe, it one haue to mutch of it,ſemeth nothing ſwete vnto 
him, Pow vnpleaſant now ſemeth the pleaſure of pzani- 
ſing with my miſteris, which but euen now J thought bea- 
uenly happineſſe:Yow are my firy flames vaniſhed to dead 
coales 2 Bow is my luſt turned to lothſomeneſſe? but what 
ſoulde be the cauſe of this ſodaine alteration 2 The beauty 
of my miſteris blazeth as b2ightly as euer it did, her affec- 
tion towards me is as feruent as eucr it was,and my fleſh 
as apt to follow folly as euerit was. The cauſe is this, J 
perceiue by this pleaſure of the body my minde to be moles 
ſted, I ſee that by this vanitie vice hath vanquiſhed vertue 
in mee, J ſe hereby my wit dulled, my vnderſtanding blin⸗ 
ded, my memozie weakned , my ſences ſotted, and all me 
parts able to play but one part, which is pleaſantly to pzac- 
tiſe with my miſteris. A ſ& hereby all ererciſe of vertue,al 
reſpect of religion, all care of godlineſſe vtterly extingut- 
ſhed in mer. J ſe pleaſure the very pathway to perdition, 4 


ſee women the way to wꝛack andruine. Which ſeeinge A 
ſee, ſhall J wilfully woozke mine owne deſtruction? ha books 
greedely denoure the baite , wbiche J knowe — — 

bidden in it to hurt mee ? ſhal J frequent Spleaſyre, which 

A know wil turne to poyſon:ſhal J continue ber 

which wil conuert to my confuſionzthal J with! — 
dire ad vomitum : ſhall J with the diuell, d in. 
fernum ? ſhal J pꝛeferre a fatre wife befoze a life 2 
my goddefſe befoze my God ? tranſito2y pleaſure, dæfoze e⸗ 
ternall biiſe 2 No,let me firſt ſceke my b 1 gon 
downe into his garden to the beds of his ta gather 
vp Lilies , and then ſhall J know how. hemp earthly - 
beloged as J ought to doe . Firlt let mi by 
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denten dem, thn th Files ture x 
. earth . Firſt let mee ſeeke the heauenly kingdom, and then 
— x nes Firſt let me learne fo ſerue 

aright, and then ſhall J ſerue my Lavy without 
6 — e deligh 


| t. 
IF Euer after this , this Gentleman gaue himſelf to ſatch 
* godlyneſſe, that he gaue oner all vaine delights of the fleſh, 


repoling his cheifeſt pleaſure in diuine contemplations: 
and ſecing the ſight of his \weet Pilteris to be a great hin⸗ 
derante to his heauenly cogitations, de altogether ſeparas 
ted himſelf from her compante , left freindes and country, 
and ſpent the remaindour of his life in pilgrimage t trauei. 
"Poa Gentlemen may learne hereby not to doate to mutch 
| of wines 03 women, but to vl them as neceſſary euils, and 
7 . ©, + that it youbebiddentothe heavenly banquet, you onght not 
to returne anſwer that pon haue married a wife, and ther⸗ 
a - - »Loze cannot come , but rather to fozfake wife and wealth, x 
5 ———— 
Den Gentle women ay; alſo learne —— — —— 
5 l * permanent pleaſure p:actiſing your ds, 
>, ente to ve their companie as a ſolace,to ſweeten þ ſows 
| or this lite withal,and to thinke that ſutch ſuperſti⸗ 
© +; on towards pour haſbands, doth withdzaw you frõ 
1 of het due which vou ought to beare towards god. But J 
je, .'» 4:48 ae 3c batter: ts vor tn amozepleaſant matter, J wt 
: eext to mailter parſon, who while be is viimaricy 
— — dil wade vou fo earneſtty from futch 
pour huſbands,that bee will not ſticks 
8 ny [that pan oughtto haurno reſpect f pers 
e pe another manaz him ſelf fo well Song 
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treafure in heanen,and tben ſhall Jinioyfrus pleature in 
. earth . Firſt let mee ſecke the heauenly kingdom, and then 
al J abound in earthly bliſſe. Firſt let me learne to ſerue 
mMyRaovo areght - aud then hail J lerus MxA.Wy Withous 
any vayne delight. 

Euer after this, this Gentleman gaue bimſel#to catch 
godlyneſſe, that he gaue oner all vaine delights of the fleſh, 
repoling his cheifeſt pleaſure in diuine contemplat ions: 
and ſeeing the ſight of his \weet Piiteris to be a great hin⸗ 
derance to his heauenly cogitations, he altogether ſepara⸗ 

ted himſelf from her compante , left freindes and country, 
and ſpent the remaindour of bis life in pilgrimage t tranel, 

Poa Gentlemen may learne hereby not to doate to mutch 
of wines 02 women, but to bſt them as neceſſary eails, and 
d hat it vou be bidden tothe heavenly banquet, you ought not 
+." +» » toreturneanſwer that pou haue married a wife, and ther⸗ 
74 © + fozecannot come, but rather to fozfake wife and wealth, e 
44.95 \ Ihe bythourofeof Chal andtolivw hit as Alexice dis 
r Dou Oentle women may alſo learne hereby, not to repoſe 
94 permanent pleaſure in pꝛadiũng with your huſbands, 
only to vſe their compante as a ſolace, to ſ maten þ ſows 
ſ ſe of this life withal,and to thinke that ſutch ſuperitis 
75 Aue towards pour haſbands, doth withdzaw you ſrõ 
che ye heh you ought tobeare towarns god. But J 
drache better to por in a moze pleaſant matter, J wil 
tert to mailter parſon, who while he is vimaricy 
Ca you will diſwade you ſo earneftty from futch 
on pour huſbands,that bee will not ſticks 
that pou ought to haue no reſpect of pers 
| eanother man en dm fer fo wel as your 
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